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Howard  under  fire  after  admitting  six-year  forensic  flaw  puts  at  least  1 2 convictions  in  doubt 


Chaos  over  IRA  bomb  cases 


Alan  Travis 
and  John  HuIBn 


Confidence  in 

the  British 
criminal  justice 
system  was 
dealt  a devastat- 
ing new  blow 
last  night  when  the  Home 
Office  announced  that  the  dis- 
covery of  contaminated  foren- 
sic equipment  could  lead  to 
the  convictions  of  at  least  a 
dozen  IRA  bombers  being 
overturned. 

Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary,  ordered  an  inde- 
pendent inquiry  into  the  dis- 
closure that  could  affect  some 
of  the  most  high  profile  cases 
of  the  last  six  years. 

The  Home  Office  announce- 
ment said  that  scientists  at 
the  Ministry  of  Defence’s  Fort 
Halstead  Forensic  Explosives 
Laboratory,  at  Sevenoaks, 
Kent,  had  discovered  by  acci- 
dent on  March  14  that  the  cen- 
trifuge machine  used  to  Iden- 
tify explosives  evidence  In 
bomb  cases  had  been  contam- 
inated with  traces  of  Senates 
for  more  than  six  years. 

Mr  Howard  was  subjected 
to  a barrage  of  angry  criti- 
cism following  the  announce- 
ment, which  comes  as  a fresh 
embarassment  for  the  Gov- 
ernment after  foe  unreliabil- 
ity of  forensic  evidence  had 
played  such  a crucial  role  in 
the  case  of  the  Birmingham 
Six  and  a string  of  other  mis- 
carriage of  justice  cases- 
The  discovery  was  first 
reported  to  Mr  Howard  two 
months  ago.  He  admitted  that 
evidence  from  the  laboratory 
was  used  to  secure  convic- 
tions in  at  least  a dozen 
terrorist  explosives  cases. 

But  Home  Office  sources 
confirmed  that  the  indepen- 
dent inquiry  may  find  more 
cases  are  involved  if  it  proves 
that  the  contamination 
spread  to  other  parts  of  the 
laboratory. 

A total  of  38  people  charged 
under  the  Prevention  of 
Terrorism  Act  have  been  con- 
victed of  offences,  involving 
explosives,  since  the  contami- 
nated centrifuge  was  brought 
into  service  in  1989.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  dozen  cases 


identified  by  Mr  Howard  yes- 
terday are  among  them. 

Although  they  may  not  nec- 
essarily have  been  convicted 
on  the  forensic  evidence 
alone,  among  the  cases  called 
into  question  are  the 
Cricklewood  bomb  blast,  the 
Warrington  gas  explosion  and 
the  attack  on  the  Israeli  em- 
bassy in  Kensington,  west 
London. 

Many  of  the  cases  will  go  to 
the  Criminal  Cases  Review 
Authority  before  being 
referred  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. For  any  sentence  to  be 
set  aside  it  will  have  to  be 
shown  that  the  flawed  foren- 
sic evidence  was  a crucial  foe- 
tor  in  the  conviction. 

The  centrifuge  machine  at 
the  centre  of  the  scandal  h«H 
been  in  use  until  1989  at  a 
nearby  laboratory.  Scientists 
have  not  been  able  to  pinpoint 
the  origin  of  the  contamina- 
tion but  believe  the  centrifuge 
— the  size  of  a microwave 
oven  — was  already  contami- 
nated when  they  started 
using  it 

The  problem  lay  in  a small 
rubber  bung,  which  was  dis- 
covered to  have  absorbed 
trace  of  RDX  — a substance 
found  in  Semtex  and  other  ex- 
plosives — and  which  sepa- 
rated the  glass  test  tube  hold- 
ing the  sample  being  analysed 
and  its  metal  carrier. 

“By  normal  standards  the 
explosive  detected  was  tiny, 
but  nevertheless  should  not 
have  been  there,’’  said  Mr 
Howard  in  a Commons  writ- 
ten answer.  "There  is  a small 
theoretical  possibility  that 
any  casework  sample  show- 
ing RDX  traces  may  have 
been  affected  by  the  centri- 
fuge contamination-” 

Later,  the  Home  Secretary 
added:  “The  chances  that 
there  has  been  a miscarriage 
of  justice  as  a result  of  what 
has  been  discovered  are  very 
small  But  I don't  want  to  take 
any  risks  or  leave  any  stone 
unturned.” 

The  shadow  home  secre- 
tary, Jack  Straw,  demanded  a 
foil  statement  from  the  Home 
Secretary  in  the  Commons 
today.  “Mr  Howard's  written 
answer  raises  more  questions 
that  tt  answers,  including 
how  many  defendants  we  are 
talking  about” 

Neil  O'May,  a solicitor  at 
Bin  dm  an  and  Partners,  which 
has  represented  several  de- 
fendants against  whom  the 
prosecution  has  presented 
evidence  of  handling  explo- 
sives. said:'  "I  am  astonished 
that  a flaw  of  this  magnitude 
has  been  allowed  to  continue 
for  seven  years." 

Gareth  Peirce,  who  repre- 
sented Daniel  McBrearty,  a 
Londonderry  man,  who  was 
held  for  three  months  in  late 
1989  solely  on  what  proved  to 
be  a false  test  for  RDX.  said: 
In  the  aftermath  cf  the  Ma- 
guire and  Birmingham  Six 
cases,  the  laboratory  had  a 
chance  to  clean  out  the 
stables,  but  this  shows  they 
never  took  toe  opportunity.” 


Questions  of  evidence 


Mr  Howard  at  yesterday's  launch  in  London’s  National  Theatre  of  an  initiative  against  drags 


PHOTOGRAPH-  SEAM  SMITH 


Hugh  Jacks:  most  evidence  Danny  Doherty:  accused  of 
from  explosive  tests  planting  12  bombs  in  London 


HUGH  Jacks,  aged  37, 
was  regarded  as  an  ex- 
cellent employee  on  the 
farm  where  he  worked  near 
his  home  at  Sauchie.  Alloa. 
He  was  an  nnlikley  IRA 
terrorist,  with  29  previous 
convictions,  mainly  for 
minor  fights. 

Most  of  the  evidence 
against  him  came  from  his 
association  with  Robert 
Fryers,  44.  a Belfast 
bouncer,  caught  red- 
handed  with  Semtex  as  he 
boarded  a bus  in  London. 

As  well  as  the  association 
with  Fryers,  much  of  the 
evidence  against  Jacks 
came  in  the  form  of  explo- 
sives tests.  His  home  was 
used  to  store  explosives, 
but  his  defence  argued  he 
was  an  unwitting  stooge. 
He  was  jailed  for  20  years 
for  conspiracy  to  cause 
explosions. 

DANNY  Doherty,  23,  from 
Co  Dublin,  was  jailed  for  25 
years  for  conspiracy  to 
cause  explosions  along 
with  Gerald  Mackin.  He 
and  Mackin  were  said  to 
have  planted  12  bombs  in 
London  in  seven  days  in  Oc- 
tober 1993.  There  were  no 
Injuries.  Police  discovered 
Semtex  and  other  bombing 
paraphernalia  behind  a 
bath  panel  in  another  ac- 


cused’s flat.  He  was 
Thomas  McAuley,  and  was 
acquitted  at  a re- trial 

NICHOLAS  Mullen,  42.  was 
jailed  five  years  ago  for  30 
years,  for  his  role  in  a Lon- 
don bombing  campaign.  As 
well  as  forensic  evidence 
against  him,  police  discov- 
ered papers  and  notes 
which  also  incriminated 
him.  He  also  left  the 
country,  flying  to  Zimba- 
bwe before  trying  to  return 
several  months  later. 
Police  found  Semtex 
dumped  in  a north  London 
waterworks  near  his  home 
in  Wood  Green.  London. 

SEAN  McNulty,  jailed  for 
25  years  in  August  1994  for 
conspiring  with  others^  to 
cause  explosions,  mighty 
find  it  tricky  to  argue  any 
advantage  from  flawed  fo- 
rensic testing.  As  Justice 
Stephen  Mitchell  an- 
nounced sentence,  he 
threw  up  his  thumbs  and 
cheerfully  claimed:  “That’s 
no  problem.’*  The  con- 
struction worker  from 
North  Shields,  Tyne  and 
Wear,  was  jailed  over  the 
bombings  of  an  Esso  oil  ter- 
minal in  his  home  town  and 
a British  Gas  depot  on 
Tyneside  in  June  1993. 

Reports  by  John  Mullin 
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Labour  rift  widens  as  Prescott  targets  Brown 


‘It  would  surely 
be  detrimental 
to  allow  an 
overbearing 
role  for  the 
Treasury’ 


John  Prescott 
yesterday 


Michael  White, 
Political  Eifitor 


LABOUR’S  deputy  leader, 
John  Prescott,  last  night 
fired  another  shot 
across  Gordon  Brown’s 
storm-tossed  bows  when  he 
rejected  the  shadow  chancel- 
lor’s plans  to  expand  the  Trea- 
sury into  a super-ministry  for 
"long-term  economic  and 
social  renewal”. 

Amid  renewed  wrangling 
over  policy  and  influence 
within  Tony  Biair’s  team.  Mr 
Prescott  used  a trade  union 
speech  in  Bournemouth  to 
welcome  Mr  Brown’s  call  for 
a public  debate  on  the  depart- 
ment he  could  inherit  within 


a year.  But  he  added:  "I  am 
imts  sure  than  some  that  the 
track  record  of  the  Treasury 
justifies  widening  its  role  to 
encompass  larger  economic 
and  social  renewal  — of  it  be- 
coming a so-called  Super- 
Treasury.”  He  accused  it  of 
“stifling  initiative  and  Inno- 
vation’’ for  many  years. 

"It  would  surely  be  detri- 
mental to  our  commitment 
for  a dynamic  economy  to 
allow  an  overbearing  role  for 
the  Treasury  which  will  then 
dominate  every  aspect  of  Gov- 
ernment life." 

To  add  foe!  to  Tony  Blair's 
shadow  cabinet  fire,  Michael 
Meacher,  shadow  employ- 
ment minister,  speaking  in 
Sweden  yesterday,  said  a 


single  European  currency 
could  cost  millions  of  jobs, 
rather  than  create  millions  as 
its  backers  insist 

Mr  Prescott  has  long  fa- 
voured a beefed-up  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Industry 
as  the  best  means  of  getting  a 
better  performance  from  Brit- 
ish manufacturing.  In 
Bournemouth  he  likened  the 
Treasury’s  role  to  “keeping 
an  eye  on  how  much  Is  left  in 
the  kitty  ...  but  when  pru- 
dence becomes  ossified  into 
dangerous  obstruction,  and 
when  rules  become  obstacles 
to  our  economic  and  social  de- 
velopment then  we  are  deal- 
ing with  a very  serious  mat- 
ter indeed." 

Last  night  Mr  Blair's  office 


said  that  “any  suggestion  of  a 
rift  is  dancing  on  a pinhead.” 
but  MPs.  themselves  pledged 
to  tight  discipline,  are  bound 
to  look  askance. 

Though  Mr  Brown  shares 
Mr  Prescott's  views  on  die 
patchy  post-war  history  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Mr  Meacher’s 
distinctive  economic  views 
are  well  known,  their  pointed 
interventions  come  as  the 
shadow  chancellor  is  under 
fire  from  some  colleagues  for 
his  role  beyond  economic  pol- 
icy and  his  tendency  to  act 
without  enough  consultation. 

In  a speech  to  the  Manches- 
ter Business  School  two 
weeks  ago  Mr  Brown  laid  out 
plans  for  making  the  Trea- 
sury not  just  a ministry  for 


finance  — committed  to  creat- 
ing a stable  macro-economic 
framework  — but  “a  success- 
ful engine  for  new  ideas.  A 
Labour  Treasury  will  be  both 
a ministry  of  finance  and  a 
ministry  for  long-term  eco- 
nomic and  social  renewal  It 
will  be  Innovative  rather  than 
obstructive,  it  will  be  open 
rather  than  secretive,  and  it 
will  encourage  new  ideas  not 
stifle  them.” 

Mr  Prescott's  target  yester- 
day was  unmistakeable.  even 
though  the  phrase  “super- 
ministry” — to  describe  new 
Turn  to  page  3,  column  4 
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2 NEWS  - The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  :i5 -1996 

Chancellor  Clarke  urged  to  raise  interest  rates  to  damp  down  effects  of  rising  consumer  spending 

Hurtful  talk  brings  Bank  warning  on  inflation 

tears  to  the  eyes  . 


Simon  Hoggart 


THE  TORIES  revealed 
their  new  slogan  yester- 
day: “Yes  it  hurt  Yes  It 
worked."  This  acknowledge- 
ment is  described  by  advertis- 
ing pundits  as  a "high-risk 
strategy/' 

HI  say.  For  one  thing,  it 
must  create  the  high  risk  of 
mass  hern  ias  as  people  double 
up  with  laughter. 

Do  they  seriously  imagine 
we  believe  they  meant  it  to 
hurt  as  much  as  it  did?  That 
Black  Wednesday,  for  exam- 
ple, was  all  on  purpose?  This 
is  the  John  Wayne  Bobbit 
school  of  political  persuasion: 
“Yes,  we  cut  it  off.  Yes,  it’s 
been  sewn  back  on." 

It  certainly  hurts  in  Prime 
Minister's  Questions  these 
days.  For  one  thing,  all  Tory 
questions  appear  to  have  been 
written  out  by  the  whips. 

Bob  Dunn  (C,  Dartford)  de- 
clared that  the  “Labour  and 
Liberal  Democrat-con  trolled 
Seven  oaks  council  has  just  in- 
creased council  tax  by  an  un- 
precedented 90  per  cent! " 

{ pa  use . here,  for  fake  d i s be- 
lieving “Whoas"  from  the 
Tory  benches,  as  if  a hundred 
Roy  Rogers  were  reining  in  a 
hundred  Triggers) 

•'Will  you  confirm,"  Mr 
Dunn  continued. " that  dogs 
bark,  cats  miaow,  and  social- 
ists put  up  taxes?" 

Could  he  confirm  it?  Could 
he  ever!  I myself  took  the  op- 
portunity for  a short  doze  at 
this  point,  but  woke  up  to  hear 
the  Prime  Minister  still  in  full 
spate:  “The  teenage  tax ...  in 
Scotland,  the  tartan  tax ..."  I 
drifted  off  back  to  sleep. 

I woke  up  with  a jerk.  The 
jerk  was  Tim  Yeo  (C,  Suf- 
folk S).  He  had  noticed  reports 
that  the  Labour  Party  wants  to 
make  Parliament  “less  con- 
frontational". As  you  might 
expect,  Mr  Yeo’s  prescription 
was  for  Labour  to  agree  with 
the  Conservative  Party  on  all 
important  issues. 

"The  quickest  way  to 
achieve  this  would  be  for  those 
parties  who  claim  to  be 


against  crime  to  vote  in 
favour  of.  and  not  against  the 
Government’s  increasingly 

successful  law  and  order  mea- 
sures." he  said. 

Thinking,  not  unreason- 
ably, that  be  had  said  more 
than  enough,  Mr  Major  began 
his  reply.  But  nothing,  not 
even  the  sight  erf  his  own 
Prime  Minister  on  his  feet 
would  shut  Mr  Yeo  up. 

“Will  New  Labour  finally 
tell  the  truth  and  say  that  the 
Tories  were  right  all  along?" 
he  finally  finished. 

Mr  Major  said  that  he  was 
glad  he  had  paused  for  this 
second  part  of  the  question  — 
“it  was  well  worth  waiting 
for”  — batsoegregiously 
greasy  had.  it  been,  that  even 
the  Prime  Minister  could  not 
resist  an  ironic  smirk  towards 
the  Labour  benches. 

Bernard  Jenkin  (C.  Colches- 
ter N)  gladdened  the  hearts  of 
the  whips  by  asking  a ques- 
tion as  greasy  as  any  oil- 
slicked  seagull.  Would  the 
I new  Divorce  Bill  not  allow 
time  for  reconciliation  Tor  all 
members  of  the  shadow  cabi- 
net — “a  marriage  of  conve- 
nience which  has  been  poi- 
soned by  the  political  gigolo 
from  Hartlepool.” 

This  was  fee  kind  erf  over- 
the- top  insult  which  could 
achieve  the  impossible,  and 
make  Peter  Mandelson  popu- 
lar with  members  of  the 
Labour  Party.  Anyway,  it  was 
Tony  Blair's  press  secretary, 
Alastair  Campbell  who  once 
worked  as  a gigolo,  in  the 
south  of  France. 

The  weirdest  moment  came 
when  Teresa  Gorman  asked 
about  the  single  currency.  It 
would  cost  Marks  & Spencer’s 
alone,  she  said.  £100  million  to 
change  their  tills. 

“Will  you  bring  this  to  the 
attention  of  M.  Chirac?"  she 
asked.  "Underwear  will  go  up 
in  price,  in  Paris  and  Lyon, 
and  all  the  other  places  where 
M&S  sells." 

I wonder  how  the  conversa- 
tion will  go.  “Er.  Jacques,  I 
don’t  quite  know  how  to  put 
this,  but  it’s  about  Teresa  Gor- 
man's knickers ...” 

“Quoi,  monami?” 

"She  wants  to  make  sure 
they  come  down.  And  she  be- 
lieves that  you  can  help." 

“Zut  alors,  Jean!  Anuzzer 
slice  of  that  beef,  if  you  please. 
Now  ah  accept  absolunient 
your  assurance  zat  there  is  no 
link  between  chicken  shit  in 
zurr  feed  and  zurr  mad  cow- 
disease  ...” 


First  night 


Gray’s  anatomy 
of  guilt  and  grief 


Michael  Billington 


Simply  Disconnected 

Minerva  Theatre;  Chichester 


THE  sequel,  they  used  to 
say  in  Hollywood,  is 
never  as  good  as  the  orig- 
inal. In  the  case  of  Simon 
Gray’s  Simply  Disconnected, 
it  is  actually  better. 

The  play  is  a follow-up  of 
Gray's  1971  success,  Other- 
wise Engaged:  but  where  in 
that  I felt  characters  were 
often  wheeled  on  to  be  de- 
flated by  Alan  Bates's  Simon 
Hench,  here  the  overwhelm- 
ing impression  is  of  the  hero's 
grief  and  unbreachable 
solitude. 

Solitude  may  seem  an  odd 
word  for  a man  whose  day  is 
an  endless  series  of  interrup- 
tions. Twenty-five  years  ago 
be  was  desperately  trying 
to  listen  to  Parsifal;  now,  he  is 
a widowed,  retired  publisher 
in  a sequestered  country 
retreat  But  the  continuous 
crunching  sound  of  feet  on  the 
gravel  path  heralds  a succes- 
sion of  visitors  echoing  the 
patterns  of  the  past 
His  brother.  Stephen, 
brings  the  news  that  he  is 
about  to  be  ignominiously  dis- 
missed as  an  assistant  bead- 
master  for  molesting  a 13- 
year-old  boy.  Jeff.  Hench ’s 
oldest  friend  and  once  a liter- 
ary hack,  turns  up  as  a writer 
of  best-selling  travel  bodes 
only  to  be  exposed  by  his  wife, 
Gwendoline,  as  a total  fraud. 
And  a neurotic  young  man 


called  Julian  bursts  In  with  a 
gun  claiming  he  is  Hench’s 
son  by  a discarded  mistress. 

Quite  a lot  for  one  day,  not 
to  mention  the  pregnant 
home-help,  who  may  indeed 
be  carrying  Hench’s  child. 

As  Gray  says,  the  earlier 
play  was  about  a man  who 
kept  that  world  at  bay  by  pre- 
tending it  did  not  exist  but  be 
is  writing,  far  more  search- 
ingly,  about  a man  so  weighed 
down  by  guilt  over  his  wife’s 
death  that  he  is  almost  quite 
unreachable. 

Before,  Hench  showed  a tal- 
ent to  abuse;  now  he  is  less  an 
ironic  point-scorer  than  a 
tragic  figure  haunted  by  the 
consequences  of  his  actions. 

Gray’s  structure  is  calculat- 
edly  artificial:  characters 
show  remarkable  memory  for 
remarks  of  25  years  ago  and 
j the  scene  with  the  gun-toting 
supposed  son  is  schematically 
neat  rather  than  dramatically 
, convincing. 

Bat  Gray's  point,  in  the 
words  of  the  old  hymn,  is 
“change  and  decay  in  all  I see" 
— his  characters,  however 
buoyant  they  may  seem,  have 
been  warped  and  corroded  by 
time. 

Richard  Wilson's  produc- 
tion is  not  without  humour 
but  the  abiding  impression  is 
of  Alan  Bates  as  a wonderfully 
clenched  Hench:  his  blanched 
features  and  ghostly  stillness 
are  relieved  only  by  a final 
shocking  spasm  of  suppressed 


This  review  appeared  In 
later  editions  yesterday. 


Larry  Elliott 

Economics  Editor 


THE  Government 
risks  breaching  its 
tough  inflation  tar- 
get unless  interest 
rates  are  raised 
over  the  coming  months  to 
damp  down  the  long-term  ef- 
fects of  rising  consumer 
spending,  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land said  yesterday. 

In  its  first  muscle-flexing 
exercise  for  a year,  the  Bank 
warned  the  Chancellor.  Ken- 
neth Clarke,  against  any  at- 
tempts to  stoke  up  demand 
ahead  of  the  election  and 
made  It  clear  that  any  attempt 
to  cut  borrowing  costs  below 


the  current  rate  of  6 per  cent 
would  be  opposed. 

The  Bank’s  quarterly  infla- 
tion report  stressed  that  the 

dangers  of  the  economy  lurch- 
ing back  into  recession  were 
now  receding  and  that  a cau- 
tious approach  was  vital  to 
avoid  policy  mistakes  that 

had  led  to  previous  boom-bust 
cycles. 

Mervyn  King,  the  Bank's 

director  of  economics,  said 
that  the  last  quarter-point 
reduction  in  base  rates  in 
March  could  be  justified  as  an 
“insurance  policy"  against  a 
downturn  in  the  economy. 

"There  is  a case  for  con- 
tinuing to  pay  the  premium 
for  a short  period.  But  it  is 
not  easy  to  see  a case  far  in- 


creasing the  premium".  The 
inflation  report  is  intended  to 
monitor  the  Government’s 
progress  towards  hitting  Hs 
inflation  target  of  less  than 
2.5  per  cent  for  the  Retail 
Prices  Index  excluding  mort- 
gage interest  payments  in  two 
years’ time. 

Yesterday's  report  said  that 
the  short-term  outlook  was 
good,  with  the  weakness  of 
growth  dragging  so-called 
underlying  inflation  below  2.5 
per  cent  over  the  next  12 
months. 

“After  that  it  is  probable 
that  inflation  will  move  along 
a rising  trend,  reaching  25 
per  cent  some  two  years 
ahead.  It  is  margmally  more 
likely  than  not  that  inflation 


would  be  above  25  per  cent  in 
two  years  time  were  official 
rates  to  remain  unchanged 

throughout  that  period". 

The  Bank  said  there  were 
still  short-term  risks  to  the 
economy  from  the  weakness 
of  export  markets  and  firms 
trimming  output  to  offload  ex- 
cessive stocks. 

But  It  said  there  had  been 
few  signs  so  far  of  de-stocking 
and  the  outlook  for  Britain’s 
main  continental  markets 
was  improving. 

"As  a result  although  those 
risks  remain,  they  now.  seem 
less  serious,  and  with,  the  pas- 
sage of  time  they  will,  if  not 
realised,  disappear  from  the 
picture.  It  was  precisely  at 
this  juncture  that  policy  mis- 


takes were  made  hi  the  past”; 

I The  inflation  report  argued 
that  domestic  demand  waS  set 
to  pick  iQ)  aver  the  next  two 
years.  Consumer  spending 
would  be  underpinned  by  ris- 
ing real  incomes  and  the 
windfall  gafag  from  building 
society  mergers,  while  invest- 
ment was  also  likely  to  rise. 

Bank  officials  are  con- 
cerned that  the  recent  expan- 
sion in  bank  and  building 
i society  deposits  will  — ifsus- 
! tained  — lead  to  higher  Infla- 
tion over  the  next  few  years. 

The  Bank’s  fears  about 
repeating  the  errors  ithat 
stoked  up  the  Lawson  boom 
are  shared  by  senior  officials 
at  the  Treasury,  who  see  simi- 
larities between  the  current  ■ 


state  of  the  economy  and  the 
growth  “pause”  in  early  1986. 
However,  the  . City  believes 
that  the  Government's  .politi- 
cal woes  could  tempt  the 
Chancellor  to  cut1  rates  far ‘a 
fourth  Onto  since  the  Budget 
. A year  ago,  the  downturn  in 
the - economy  vindicated  the 
Chancellor's  decision  tp  over- 
rule the  advice  of  the  Bank's 
governor,  Eddie  George. 
Since  then,  the  Bank  has 
avoided  open  conflict  with  Mr 
Clarke,  but  analysts  said  yes- 
terday’s message  from 
T&readneedle  Street- was- that 
the  trough  in  base  rates  had 
now  been  reached  - 
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□ The  Conservative 
Party.  If  it  ain’t  fixed, 
don’t  break  it 


□ The  Conservative 
Party.  So  good,  Tony 
Bfair  wants  one. 


A touch  of  humility  or  an  arrogant  own  goal?  The  new  Tory  paster,  which  was  devised  by  Maurice  Saatchi,  above  right 


. □ The  damage 
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Tories  put  the  pain  in  election  campaigning  Si 
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will  now  resume. 


Rebecca  Smithora 
and  Andrew  Cuff 


THE  Conservative  Party 
yesterday  launched  its 
pre-election  advertis- 
ing campaign  with  an  ad- 
mission that  its  economic 


policies  have  been  unpopu- 
lar and  painful. 


lar  and  painful. 

The  nationwide  poster 
campaign,  costing  between 
£500,000  and  £750,000.  fea- 
tures the  high-risk  slogan: 
"Yes  it  hurt.  Yes  it 
worked". 

Labour’s  deputy  leader, 
John  Prescott,  dabbed  it  a 
futile  gesture,  while  adver- 
tising experts  labelled  it  ar- 
rogant and  out  of  touch. 


The  campaign  was  de- 
vised by  Maurice  Saatchi, 
the  advertising  guru  cred- 
ited. with  winning  four  con- 
secutive elections  for  the 
Tories,  and  public  relations 
supremo  Sir  Tim  Bell,  for- 
mer adviser  in  Margaret 
Thatcher. 

After  an  acrimonious  row 
last  year  with  the  agency 
they  founded,  Maurice  and 
his  brother  Charles  set  up 
M & C Saatchi,  and  are  now 
working  with  Conservative 
Central  Office. 

A spokeswoman  for  the  I 
party,  which  has  an  esti- 
mated £25  million  election 
"war  chest",  said:  "The 
basic  message  is  that  life  is 
better  under  the  Conserva- 


tives. We  are  making  it 
clear  that  the  policies  we 
had  to  follow  hurt  a little, 
but  they  were  policies  that 
worked.  This  is  a touch  of 


humility”. 

Smaller  print  on  the 
poster  claims  26  million 
people  have  had  their  in- 
come tax  cut  and  that  Brit- 
ain has  the  lowest  unem- 
ployment of  any  major 
European  country. 

Future  posters  will 
attack  Labour,  repeating 
the  1992  theme  of  a 
“double  whammy"  of  more 
taxes  and  higher  prices. 

John  Banks,  chairman  of 
the  Banks  Hoggins  O’Shea 
advertising  agency,  said 
the  Tories  should  concen- 


trate on  attacking  Labonr 
in  the  absence  of  a feelgood 
factor.  He  suggested  the 
reworked  alternative:  i 
“Labour.  You  know  it  will 
hurt  and  you  know  it  won’t 
work.  Vote  Conservative.” 

He  said:  "This  slogan  Is 
like  saying  ‘It  is  the  age  of 
the  train’.  You  can  say  it  as 
often  as  you  like,  but 
people  don’t  believe  it  if  the 
trains  are  late,  dirty  and 
expensive.” 

Trevor  Beattie,  creative 
director  of  TBWA  and  one 
of  the  masterminds  behind 
Gossard’s  Wonderbra  cam- 
paign, said:  “I  am  abso- 
lutely staggered.  It  is  so  ar- 
rogant. a massive  own 
goal." 


Hugh  Burkitt,  of  Burkitt 
Edwards  Martin  (BEM), 
said:  “It  sounds  to  me  as  if 
this  has  been  written  by  the 
client.  It  is  rather 
desperate.” 

' Alfredo"  Mat-can  tonio. 
vice-chairman  of  Abbott 
Mead  Vickers  BBDO,  said: 
“I  think  it  is  a bit  apologist 
— it  is  rather  like  saying  at 
least  Mussolini  got  the 
trains  to  run  on  time.” 

Saatchi  and  Saatchi  de- 
clined to  comment  on  an  ex- 
client,  but  former  creative 
director  Tony  Brignull 
said:  “It  is  pretty  damn 
clever.  It  implies  it  won’t 
hurt  any  more  — it  is  like 
going  to  the  dentist,  but 
now  the  tooth  is  out.” 


Please  do  not 
adjust  your 
Government. 


□ The  Conservatives. 
Better  the  devil  you 
know. 


□ The  Conservatives. 
We’ve  started.  Let 
us  finish. 


Slogans  supplied  try  Burkitt 
Edwards  Martin 


Choicest  pomp 
greets  Chirac 
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Ian  Black 
Diplomatic  Editor 


IT  WAS  the  kiss  that  gave 
away  the  unpresidential 
excitement:  the  double- 
handed,  fingertips -pressed- to- 
lips  film  star  number  Jacques 
Chirac  launched  at  a gaggle  of 
tricolors  waving  children  as 
the  Rolls  swept  him  on  to 
Horse  Guards. 

Ramrod-stiff,  an  impres- 
sario  enjoying  his  own  show. 
France's  president  grinned  at 
the  ranks  of  Life  Guards  as  a 
trumpeter  sounded  a royal  sa- 
lute, and  alighted  to  greet  his 
hostess  and  accentuate  the 
cordials  in  the  old  entente 
between  their  countries. 

Monsieur  Chirac  stood  tall 
to  shake  hands  with  the 
Queen,  although  seasoned 
protocol-watchers  noted  that 
his  wife.  Bernadette,  gave  a 
perceptible  curtsey  when  the 
moment  arrived. 

It  was  pomp  and  ceremony 
at  their  British  best:  from  the 
gleaming  Irish  Guards  to  the 
patient  policemen  shepherd- 
ing over-excited  tourists  into 
the  reviewing  stands  — half , 
empty  but  still  welcoming  to  1 


an  Anglophile  republican 
who  so  clearly  relished  the 
royal  welcome,  and  who  had 
arrived  by  Eurostar  in  Lon- 
don yesterday  straight  from 
the  Gare  du  Nord. 

The  band's  rendition  of  the 
Marseillaise  left  a fair  bit  to 
be  desired,  but  the  viewing 
pavilion  was  a marvel  of  blue, 
white  and  red  canvas  with 
Disneyland  turrets  and  little 
pennants  that  would  have 
j looked  fine  on  the  eve  of 
A gin  court. 

Pre-visit  hype  on  both  sides 
of  the  Channel  was  justified 
by  the  splendour  of  the 
arrival  scene.  If  it  is  a Europe 
des  Patries  London  and  Paris 
are  supposed  to  have  in  com- 
mon these  days,  then  the  Brit- 
ish spared  no  effort  to  display 
their  choicest  patriotic  wares. 

Tricolores  and  union  flags 
fluttered  along  the  traffic-free 
Mall  as  the  horsedrawn  state 
landau,  spearheaded  by  a 
Household  Cavalry  escort,  set 
off  for  Buckingham  Palace, 
raising  little  clouds  of  saw- 
dust and  a whiff  of  dung. 

The  president's  first  en- 
gagement was  a private  lunch 
for  60  — less  formal  than 
some  of  the  more  heavy- 


^ 


Official  menu 
gives  president 
food  for  thought 


Unpresidential  glee:  Mr  Chirac  relishing  yesterday’s  welcome  photograph  martin  argles 


weight  sessions  on  the  four- 
day  schedule.  , 

Historical  echoes  were 
never  far  away  — from  the 


the  unknown  warrior  in 
Westminster  Abbey. 

Afterwards  there  was  an- 
other, more  political  pilgrim- 


army  explaining  that  the  age  to  Carlton  House  Terrace 


Irish  Guards  and  Welsh 


application  to  join  the  Com- 
mon Market 

And  from  there' it  was  only 
a short  mental  leap  for  Mr 
Chirac  to  a call  by  Tony  Blair: 


Guards  on  duty  were  the  only  Charles  de  Gaulle,  who  made 
two  guards  battalions  not  to  an  ideology  out  of  defending 


to  pay  homage  at  the  statue  of  Labour's  views  on  European 
Charles  de  Gaulle,  who  made  monetary  union  and  Maas- 


JACQUES  CHIRAC,  a man 
U with  simple  tastes  In  food, 
may  find  some  of  the  fare 
heavy  going  as  he  lurches 
from  banquet  to  banquet  dur- 
ing his  four  days  in  Britain, 
writes  Ian  Black. 

Beef — de  rigeur  for  visiting 
Europeans  these  days  — was 
on  the  menu  for  yesterday’s 
arrival  lunch  at  Buckingham 
Palace. 

Palace  officials  provided  a 
menu  to  dispel  rumours  that 
the  French  president  was 
being  served  Beef  Wellington 
after  being  met  by  Princess 
Margaret  at  Waterloo.  In  fact 
it  was  “ Filet  de  Boeuf  aux 
JVouiUes  Proverunled' . 

Lunch  began  with  Tezrine 
de  Trois  Sa  unions  (salmon 
terrine)  while  the  beef  was 
served  with  green  beans,  cau- 
liflower and  new  potatoes. 

Last  night.  President 
Chirac  was  dining  at  Buck- 
ingham Palace  on  sole,  lob- 
ster mousse  and  rack  oflamb. 

Tonight  he  is  John  Major's 
guest  at  Hampton  Court  and 
tomorrow  plays  host  at  the 
French  ambassador’s  resi- 
dence in  Kensington. 


fight  at  Waterloo,  to  the  France's  national  interest  and 


wreath  laying  at  the  tomb  of  1 famously  said  non  to  Britain's 


tricht  were  useful  prepara- 
tion before  this  morning’s 
talks  with  John  Major. 


All  a bit  trying  for  a man 
said  to  be  happiest  with 
snacks  and  a bottle  of  low- 
alcohol  lager. 


The  Ponte  Vecchio  is  where  you’ll  find  all 
the  traditional  goldsmiths,  silversmiths  and 
antique  dealers.  Fly  non-stop  to  Florence. 

# Meridiana 
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Your  Private  Airline 


Florence 


For  information  and  hooking  see  your  travel  agent  or  phone  Meridiana  on  0171/839-2222. 
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The  new  British  Library  building,  which  Is  still  under  construction  and  is  now  not  due  to  be  opened  until  October  1997 
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Chunnel  poses  latest  threat  to  British  Library 


Project  is  1 0 years  behind  time 
and  the  problems  keep  coming 


David  Hencke 
Westminster  Correspondent 

RITAIN’S  longest- 
running  and  most  ac- 
cident-prone project 
the  incomplete  Brit- 
ish Library,  is  set  to  collide 
with  another  unfinished 
dream,  the  Channel  Tunnel 
high  speed  rail  link,  the 
National  Audit  Office  reveals 
today. 

The  latest  delayed  opening 
date  for  the  British  Library  — 
October  1997  — is  to  coincide 
with  the  date  for  the  much 
postponed  start  of  building 
the  new  Channel  Tunnel  rail 
link  on  land  next  door  to  the 
new  building.  This  promises 
more  disruption  to  the  Ill- 
fated  British  Library  project 
Projected  costs  of  die  Brit- 
ish Library  scheme,  first  con- 
ceived over  40  years  ago,  have 
risen  from  £164  million  to 
£496  million  and  Its  construc- 
tion is  10  years  behind  sched- 
ule. The  latest  delay  to  com- 
pletion, from  this  year  to 
next,  has  put  £46  million  on 
the  bill 

The  damning  report  to  be 
examined  by  MPs  on  the  Com- 
mons Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee next  month,  discloses 


that  error  upon  error  has 
compounded  the  problems. 

Jto  1994,  this  led  Stephen 
Dorrell,  the  then  Heritage 
Secretary,  to  consider  cancel- 
ling the  scheme.  The  report 
warns  that  even  injection  of 
£46  million  extra  cash  is  al- 
ready fhlly  committed,  with 
no  room  for  manouevre 
should  anything  else  go 
wrong.  ■ 

Practically  everything  in 
the  building  that  could  go 
wrong  has  gone  wrong  — 
with  attempts  to  solve  prob- 
lems often  leadtng  to  fresh 
ones. 

The  report  lists  difficulties 
with  bookshelves,  electric 
cabling,  fire  protection  sys- 
tems, floods,  mechanical  book 
handling  systems,  lighting, 
energy  management, 
ductwork  insulation  and 
cleaning,  electrical  power, 
thermal  stores,  and  even 
paint. 

Prototype  mobile  book- 
shelves, for  a start,  threw 
books  backwards  and  for- 
wards and  were  jammed  by 
gear  failures!  Once  these 
problems  were  solved,  it  was 
discovered' that  the  book- 
shelves were  rusting  and  the 
paintwork  had  to  be  changed. 
Then,  the  supplier,  Bruynzeel, 


had  to  dismantle  the  entire 
system  and  rebuild  it 

Then  3,000  kilometres  of 
electrical  cabling  installed  by 
Balfour  Beatty  was  found  to 
be  dflmagpd  and  needed  to  be 
checked  and  partly  replaced.  ■ 

As  a result  parts  of  the 
building  could  not  be  cabled 
without  causing  damage  and 
circuit  breakers  had  to  be  in- 
stalled. To  sort  out  the  whole 
problem,  which  would  have 
required  a redesign  of  the 
cabling,  would  have  cost  £40 
million.  Instead  £1.5  million 
was  spent  on  circuit  breakers. 

A planned  “dry"  sprinkler 
fire  protection  system  was 
found  to  be  corroded  and  un- 
workable in  storage  areas 
1 “where  there  was  little 
chance  of  extinguishing  a fire 
1 before  most  of  the  storage 
compartment's  contents  were 
destroyed." 

It  was  replaced  with  a 
"wet”  system  at  a cost  of 
about  £50,000.  plus  a £1.4  mil- 
lion bill  for  new  pumps  and 
quicker  response  sprinkler 
heads. 

The  report  says  that  alto- 
gether these  faults  delayed 
the  scheme  by  two  and  half 
years.' 

Even  when  it  is  completed, 
the  library  will  not  be  big 
enough,  with  the  351-seat 
capacity  of  the  science  and 
Oriental  reading  rooms  ex- 
pected to  be  full  up  on  open- 
ing day. 


The  auditors  blame  poor  or 
no  management  of  the  pro- 
ject. They  point  out  that  hav- 
ing two  clients  for  the 
scheme,  the  Department  of 
National  Heritage  and  the 
British  Library,  bad  served  to 
aggravate  the  time  and  cost 
over-runs. 

Brian  Lake,  bead  of  the 
British  Library  Regular  Read- 
ers Group,  yesterday  said  the 
plight  was  worse  than  ex- 
posed in  the  report. 

"Work  is  not  finished  on 
the  first  phase  as  the  report 
says.  24-hour  working  is  still 
underway,  internal  doors  are 
being  replaced,  main  fuse 
boxes  are  being  replaced,  and 
drink  dispensers  which  were 
fitted  In  1991  and  never  used 
will  have  to  be  replaced." 

He  added:  “The  whole  story 
is  a catalogue  of  cock-ups  and 
incompetence.  The  new  build- 
ing for  the  British  Library 
was  a project  conceived  with 
the  best  intentions  and  exe- 
cuted in  a way  which  made 
those  intentions  unachiev- 
able. 

“The  future  of  the  BL  is  one 
of  cuts  and  more  cuts  and  con- 
tinuing financial  crisis,  de- 
clining morale  and  quality  of 
staff,  split-site  working,  and 
longer  waits  for  books  rather 
than  shorter  ones." 

Progress  in  completing  the 
New  British  Library.  Report 
by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General ; HMSO  £30.75 


Royal  soap  a non-event 


Drama  it  certainly 
ain’t.  Ian  Katz 
on  the  US 
television  debut  of 
Princess  in  Love 

EVEN  a viewer  who  has 
spent  the  last  five  years 
on  Mars  win  quickly 
conclude  that  this  is  a mar- 
riage In  deep  trouble.  The  first 
time  we  meet  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  he  is  aban- 
doning her  during  a Spanish 
holiday  and  she  Is  distraugfaL 
Diana:  "Charles,  you  can't 
be  leaving.” 

Charles:  "What’s  thatftmny 
smell?” 

Diana:  “Tanning  lotion  — 
don’t  change  the  subject” 

The  scene  tells  you  every- 
thing you  need  to  know  about 
princess  in  Love,  the  quickie 
CBS  film  about  Diana’s  affair 
with  Major  James  Hewitt  to 
be  broadcast  in  the  United 
States  tonight.  Charles  is  cast 
as  a cold,  fusty  brute,  Diana  is 
vulnerable  and  vacuous  — 
and  the  next  two  hours  are 
going  to  take  a very  longtime. 

Its  director,  David  Greene 
— of  Roots  fame  — at  least 
does  us  the  favour  af  confLn- 
ing  the  requisite  “fairy-tale" 
footage  to  the  credits.  Based 
on  the  Anna  Pasternak  book. 
Princess  in  Love  (nits  straight 
to  the  chase.  Literally. 

Charles  (Christopher 
Bowen)  constantly  calls  in 
with  excuses  why  he  must  stay 
overnight  at  Highgrove.  On  the 
rare  occasions  he  does  see  his 
wife,  he  says  things  lifer.  “Til 
be  off  to  my  own  room,  to.a 
moment,  m just  leave  these 
here  fix-  you  to  sign-”  ■ 

Hardly  surprising- then, 
that  Diana  (Julie  Cox)  seeks 


Christopher  Villiers,  who  portrays  Major  James  Hewitt  in 
the  CBS  film,  would  ‘make  a sofa  look  animated* 


comtort  in  the  arms  of  her 
HacMng  young  riding  instruc- 
tor, Major  James  Hewitt 
(Christopher  Villiers)-  Even 
so,  her  brazen  flirtatiousness 
is  a trifle  unseemly.  “You 
makfl  it  seem  .so  easy?"  she 
purrs  to  the  major  after  their 
first  outing.  “Are  you  this 
good  at  everything  you  do?** 

In  we  are  not  clear 
what  Maj  Hewitt  gives  her 
that  her  husband  doer  not,  we  i 
see  the  princess  smiling  as 
the  major  compliments  her  on 
her  riding  skills.  The  camera 
then  cuts  to  Charles  distribut- 
ing similarly  warm  praise  — 
to  his  foliage.  “Plants  need 
encouragement”  be  explains. 

“So  do  people,”  Diana  retorts. 

Viewers  struggling  to  fol- 
low the  plot  may  And  the 
music  helpful.  Diana  pines  for 
Maj  Hewitt  to  Dire  Straits'  So 
Far  Away  From  Me.  When 
she  interrupts  Charles  danc- 
ing with  Camilla  Parker- 
Bowles,  Frank  Sinatra  croons 

Strangers  in  the  Night 

Ms  Parker-Bowles.  it  turns 
out  is  nothing  like  you  would 


expect  Not  at  all  cerebral  or 
aristocratic,  more  of  a bawdy, 
barmaid  type.  When  Charles 
laments  having  married  "a 
schoolgirl  who  would  benefit 
from  a good  spanking”,  she 
groans  lasciviously,  and 
warns  him:“Musn*t  get  too 
excited  my  pet . . . unless  you 
want  to  stay  the  weekend." 

Cutting  between  a Pan- 
orama-esque  Interview  with 
the  princess  and  scenes  from 
her  angst-ridden  life^Princes? 
to  Love  leaves  you  with  the 
same  feeling  as  a poOr  cover 
version  of  a much  loved  song. 

It  does  not  help  that  Mr 
Bowen. bears  a closer  resem- 
blance to  Timothy  Dalton 
than  Prince  Charles,  or  that 
Christopher  Villiers  would 
make  a safe  look  animated. 

There  are  doubtless  many 
in  orals  that  can  be  extracted 
from  the  collapse  of  the  mar- 
riage, but  just  one  that  ! 
springs . from  Princess  in  , 
Love.  Reporters  who  instinc- 
tively refer  to  the  real-life  | 
saga  as  a “made-fbr-television  ] 
drama”  should  desist  It  isn’t 


Brown’s  plan 
for  Treasury 
scorned  by 
Prescott 

continued  from  page  one 
ranges  of  responsibilities 
under  a Blair-led  Whitehall 
shake-up  — recently  surfaced 
in  Peter  Mandelson’s  book  on 
New  Labour,  not  a work  Mr 
Brown  is  likely  to  keep  at  his 
elbow. 

“The  Treasury  has  well  es- 
tablished and  embedded  ways 
of  dealing  with  major  eco- 
nomic and  social  Issues.  Even 
in  the  realm  of  public  fi- 
nances it  has  failed  to  act  on 
every  occasion  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  maximising  growth 
and  investment,”  Mr  Prescott 
said. 

“Too  often  to  the  past,  the 
dead  hand  at  the  Treasury 
stifled  initiative  inno- 
vation, in  the  public  and  pri- 
vate sector  with  a rigid  in- 
flexibility • in  the 
interpretation  of  Treasury 
rules.”  • 

Shadow  ministers  are  com- 
mitted to  upgrading  employ- 
ment as  a “Maastricht  crite- 
rion” as  Sweden  is  proposing. 
But  Mr  Meacher’s  speech  put 
an  Old  Labour  gloss  on  policy 
goals  which  are  more  cau- 
tiously expressed  by  Mr  Blair 
and  Mr  Brown. 

“Unless  the  real  economy 
and  employment  objectives  in 
1 particular  are  reflected  in  the 
operation  of  the  EMU  (Eco- 
nomic and  Monetary  Union), 
then  there  must  be  a real  dan- 
ger that  it  could  act  as  a defla- 
tionary and  divisive  force  in 
theEU. 

“It  could  be  argued  that  the 
existing  monetary  criteria  for 
EMU  are  already  adversely 
affecting  employment  to  both 
public  and  private  sector  — 
because  of  their  impact  on 
public  spending  and  on  eco- 
nomic demand,”  he  said. 


Not  all  psychotherapists  are  attachment  theorists. 
Some  might  prefer  to  trace  the  conflicted  Brown/ 
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lottery 


DmGMster 
Arts  Correspondent 


THE  announcement  yes- 
terday of  a grant  of  £40 
million  from  the 
National  Lottery  to  reforbish 
the  Royal  Albert  Hall  was 
marred  by  a row  between  the 
hall’s  management  and  the 
Department  of  National 
Heritage. 

Patrick  Deucbar,  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  hall,  attacked 
the  department  for  leaking 
details  of  the  grant  to  the 
press. 

“It  Is  a disgraceful  situation 
and  one  not  to  be  condoned,” 
he  said.  “Somebody  at  the  De- 
partment of  National  Heri- 
tage decided  there  were  politi- 
cal points  to  be  scored." 

The  redevelopment  plan, 
which  has  been  six  and  a haw 
years  in  the  pipeline,  alma  to 
increase  the  number  of  per- 
formances by  60  per  year, 
open  the  hall  to  the  public 
during  the  day,  stage  art  exhi- 
bitions, create  a traffic-free 
zone  around  the  building,  and 
refurbish  the  interior  of  the 
125-year-old  building  in  Ken- 
sington, west  London.  Work 
will  begin  immediately. 

The  £40  million  grant  is  the 
largest  joint  funding  appeal 
since  the  National  Lottery 
came  Into  existence. 

As  well  as  extra  perfor- 
mances. there  are  plans  for  a 
national  orchestra  week,  fea- 
turing British  orchestras 
from  outside  London,  world 
music  festivals,  and  millen- 
nium celebrations. 

In  addition  to  the  £40  mil- 
lion grant,  the  hall  will  invest 
£18  million  of  its  own  money 
in  the  refurbishment,  the 
product  of  operating  sur- 
pluses and  an  appeal. 

“For  the  first  time  in  its 
history  the  hall  will  be  able  to 
folly  realise  its  potential.", 
said  Mr  Deuchar.  Previously, 
“there  had  never  been  enough 
money  to  enable  the  building 
to  keep  pace  with 
technology”. 

Forseelng  criticism  at  lot- 
tery money  being  awarded  to 
BnnHwr  large  venue  in  Lon- 
don. Mr  Deuchar  promised 
that  there  would  be  “no  chari- 
table appeal  from  this  organi- 
sation at  this  stage.  I believe 
it  is  the  nation’s  village  hall 
and  It  is  right  that  it  should 
get  the  nation’s  money.” 


Just  in 

time... 


...  to  Stop  you 
buying  a notebook 
with  a mere  VGA 
screen 
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..-to  stop  ®s 

you  buying  a . 

notebook  without  sound 

• ■■to  Stop  you  buying  a notebook 
with  inferior  battery  life 

• •■in  short,  to  Stop  you 

buying  an  over-priced  MrltHIH 

_ _ j_  _l_  _ _ r,  • 7S.lDDor3.33  til 

notebook  processor 


il7b0 

estimated 
buy  price 
inc.  VAT 


With  a 75, 100  or  133  MHz  Pentium®  processor,  the  AST 

Asceatia  J pots  power  into  word  processing,  spreadsheets  /+J  'X 

and  business  graphics  applications.  An  advanced 

ergonomic  donga  featuring  a large  palm  rest.  Smartpomt” 

pointing  device  and  special  Windows*  95  keys,  provides  ' 

comfort  beyoad  yow  wildest  dreams.  The  Ascentia  J boasts  P&OVH1?! 

an  extraordinary  battery  life  as  well  as  integrated  16-bit 

colour 

1 screen.  The  Ascentia  J also 

comes  with  one  year  of 
ExeCare  - AST's  24  hour  repair  or  replacement  service  throughout  Europe*. 
Feature  for  femora,  the  Ascentia  J Senes  has  taken  the  notebook  computer  to  a 
higher  plateau  in  personal  comfort,  easa-of-use  and  value-for-money. 


For  details  of  yonrnaareststocidst  call  today  on  til  til 


• 75, 10D  or  133  HHz  Pnntum* 
processor 

• High  reaolutiOft  IQ -A"  SVGA 
colour  screen 

• Integrated  lb -ble  sound 

• 3-4  hour  lithium  Ion  battery 

• ExoCara  24  hour 
rep  air/re  pfacemart  swvica 

Pncw  qaoted  in  Htnoit  buy  ptim,  tat 
mr  far«  Aataou  JIO  WK  CSSIOMaMSDO 
nWHrPganaatsprtCBHH.MB  RAM,  SMB 
hantdrim  BSKB  tmdm  an*  ■ IfcrSVGA 
MUcan  STM  ntaoraBnaol.  Pnciaehang* 
fraooMiy.  Al  prim  m tpeeBaOam  «ra 
utJeaiB  duaga  attuff  prior  Mdca  at 
oUgMfon.hnl  knot  loot)  anti  Partm  am 
legUnd  ntinads  ni  the  Ini  Carpmtiea. 
M ota  tradasarto  an  raceematti.  *Sw 
ExaCn  laall« tartans  and  nMHoBa. 
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Tim  Radford 

finds  that  a. 
second-hand 
centrifuge 
machine 
government 
scientists 
used  to  test 
for  traces  of 
explosives  as 
evidence  in 
high  profile 
trials  could 
have  been 
contaminated 
itself  by 
incriminating 
chemicals 
since  1989 


Source  of  doubt ...  the  Defence  Research  Agency’s  Fort  Halstead  forensic  explosives  laboratory  near  Sevenoaks  in  Kent  photograph  brj.  graham 


A scientist  taking  swab  samples  for  centrifugal  analysis 


New  Savings  Rates 
from  the  Bristol  & West 


Effective  15th  May  1996  (unless  otherwise  stated), 
t Effective  24th  May  1996. 


ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT 

INVESTED 

CROSS  RATI  OF 
INTERE5T  PA* 
(VARIABLE) 

RET  PA*+ 

INSTANT  ACCESS  DEPOSIT 

£100,000* 

3.35% 

2.68% 

E SO, 000* 

3.35% 

2.68% 

£25.000* 

3.20% 

2.56% 

£10.000* 

2.90% 

2.32% 

£S,000* 

2.35% 

1.88% 

£2,000* 

2.10% 

1.68% 

£1,000* 

1.90% 

1.52% 

£500* 

1.35% 

1.08% 

£1* 

0.20% 

0.16% 

PREMIER  SAVER 

£100,000* 

4.35% 

3.48% 

An  Instant  access  account  lor  investors 

£50.000* 

4.35% 

3.48% 

who  limit  their  access  over  a 12  month 

£25.000* 

0.20% 

3.36% 

period  (No  withdrawals). 

£10.000* 

3.90% 

3.12% 

£5.000* 

3.35% 

2.68% 

£2,000* 

3.10% 

2.48% 

£1.000* 

2.90% 

2.32% 

£500* 

2.15% 

1.88% 

(1-6  Withdrawals) 

£100,000* 

3.35% 

2.68% 

£50.000* 

3.35% 

2.68% 

£25.000* 

3.20% 

2.56% 

£10.000* 

2.90% 

2.32% 

£5.000* 

2.35% 

1.88% 

£2.000* 

2.10% 

1.68% 

£1,000* 

1.90% 

1.52% 

£500* 

135% 

1.08% 

{More  than  6 Withdrawals) 

£100.000* 

2.55% 

2.04% 

£50.000* 

2.55% 

2.04% 

£25.000* 

2.45% 

1.96% 

£10.000* 

2.15% 

1.72% 

£5.000* 

1.65% 

1.32% 

£2.000+ 

1.15% 

0.92% 

£1.000* 

0.25% 

0.20% 

£500+ 

0.25% 

0.20% 

PREMIER  PUIS  CAPITAL  IS5Ur  1 

£100,000+ 

4.60% 

3.68% 

Three  months  notice  required  Tor 

£50.000+ 

4.45% 

3.56% 

withdrawal  (Rates  also  apply  to 

£25.000* 

4.10% 

3.28% 

Guaranteed  Investment  Account  Issue  5 

£10.000* 

3.65% 

2.92% 

and  Guaranteed  Investment  Account 

£5.000* 

3.10% 

2.48% 

Extra  Issue  1). 

£2,000* 

230% 

2.24% 

£500+ 

2.65% 

2.12% 

PREMIER  PLUS  MONTHLY  INCOME 

£100,000* 

4.51% 

3.60% 

ISSUE  1 

£50.000* 

4.36% 

3.49% 

Three  monlhs  notice  required  for 

£25.000+ 

4.02% 

332% 

withdrawal,  and  interest  paid  monthly: 

£10,000+ 

3.59% 

2.87% 

£5.000* 

3.06% 

2.45% 

' £2.000* 

* 2.76% 

2.21% 

£500* 

2.62% 

2.09% 

PREMIER  OPTION  BOND 

£100.000* 

5.20% 

4.16% 

Variable  Rate  Option  paying  interest  si* 

£50.000* 

5.20% 

4.16% 

monthly.  Issues  A,  B,  C,  D.  E and  F. 

£25.000* 

5.00% 

4.00% 

£5.000+ 

4.75% 

3.80% 

PREMIER  OPTION  BOND 

£100.000* 

5.08% 

4.06% 

Variable  Rate  Option  paying  interest 

£50.000+ 

5.08% 

4.06% 

monthly.  Issues  A.  B.  C.  D.  E and  F. 

£25.000* 

4.B9% 

3.91% 

£5.000+ 

4.65% 

3.72% 

PREMIER  TWELVE 

£100.000+ 

6.20% 

4.96% 

Fixed  and  Variable  Rale  Options  paying 

£50,000* 

6.20% 

4.96% 

Interest  annually. 

£25,000* 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£10,000* 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£5.000* 

6.15% 

4.92% 

PREMIES  TWELVE 

£100,000* 

6.03% 

4.82% 

Fixed  and  variable  Rate  Opiions  paying 

£50,000* 

6.03% 

4.82% 

interest  monthly. 

£25,000* 

5.98% 

4.79% 

£10,000* 

5.98% 

4.79% 

£5.000* 

5.98% 

4.79% 

ONE  YEAR  OPTION  BOND  DEPOSIT 

£100.000* 

6-20% 

4.96% 

Fixed  (Issue  2)  and  Variable  (Issue  1) 

£50.000* 

6-20% 

4.96% 

Rate  Options  paying  Interest  annually. 

£25.000* 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£10, <W0+ 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£5.000+ 

6.15% 

4.92% 

ONE  YEAR  OPTION  BOND  DEPOSIT 

£100.000* 

6.03% 

4.87% 

Fixed  [issue  2)  and  Variable  pssue  1) 

£50.000* 

6.03% 

4.82% 

Rate  Options  paying  interest  monthly: 

£25.000* 

5.9B% 

4.79% 

£10,000* 

5.98% 

4.79% 

£5.000* 

5.98% 

439% 

SELECT 

£50,000+ 

2.55% 

2.04% 

(No  longer  available) 

£25.000* 

2.45% 

1.96% 

£10.000+ 

2.15% 

1.72% 

£5,000+ 

1.65% 

1.32% 

£2.000* 

1.15% 

0.92% 

£500+ 

035% 

0.20% 

£1+ 

0.20% 

a 16% 

An  instant  access  account  for  investors  who  want  a choke  of  access  options  (Rates  also  apply  to  Bonus 

Bond  Select  and  Balanced  Bond  Select).  In  addition,  also  applies  to  the  following  accounts  which  an  no 
longer  available;  High  3o,  Special  Edition  Bond,  HILife.  Toed  Rate  Bond,  Secure  Investment  Bonds  issues 
1 ft  2.  Treble  Rate  Bond.  Overseas  3 Month  Capital  Account.  Overseas  Prime  Access  account  (t), 
Che  shunt  Foreign  90.  Cheshunt  Instant  Access.  Cheshunt  Foreign  Instant,  Cheshunt  Ins  Uni  Gross, 
Cheshunl  Charily  Instant,  Ex  AM  lo  Thrift.  Better  Option  Bond  Issues  1 aud  2,  Guaranteed  Investment 
Account  Issues  1. 2. 3. 4,6. 7.8. 9. 10. 11, 12. 13. 14.  IS.  16. 17  & 18.  No  1 Capital  (t).  Tiered  Rale  Bond. 
First  Class  Bond,  2 Year  Premium  Share  Account.  Vantage  Bond.  No  1 Grass.  Triple  Bonus  (t).  Bristol  Plus. 
Money! ink.  Snoop*  Guaranteed  Equity  Bond  3 Year  Issue  1.  Guaranteed  Equity  Bond  3 Year  Issue  3. 
Bonos  Interest  Bond  Issue  1.  Capital  Maker  Bond  and  Capital  Maker  TESSA. 


BALMORAL  H16H  INTEREST  ACCOUNT 

£100.000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 

(No  longer  available) 

£50,000* 

4.25% 

3.40% 

(Also  Balmoral  Fixed  Rale  Bond  Issue  ■ 

£25.000* 

4.20% 

336% 

and  il  and  Balmoral  Limited  Edition  Bond) 

£10.000* 

3270% 

3.12% 

£2.000+ 

3.05% 

2.44% 

BALMORAL  MONTHLY 

£100.000* 

4.31% 

3.45% 

INCOME  ACCOUNT 

£50.000+ 

4.17% 

3.34% 

(No  longer  available) 

£25.000+  ■ 

4.12% 

3.30% 

(Also  Balmoral  limited  Edition  Bond 

£10,000* 

3-B3% 

3.07% 

(Monthly  Income)) 

£2.000+ 

3*01% 

2.41% 

NOTICE  FOR  PREMIER  PLUS  ACCOUNT  HOLDERS 

The  Society  b Introducing  revised  Terms  & Conditions  lo  take  effect  from  15th  May  1996.  The  purpose 
of  this  Is  to  make  Terms  S Conditions  easier  Tor  you  lo  understand,  and  to  clarity  the  circumstances  ip 
which  future  changes  to  terms  8 Conditions  may  be  made  and  when  Interest  rates  may  be  varied.  A copy 
ot  the  revised  Terms  & Conditions  is  available  tram  any  of  the  Society*  branches  <n  from  Head  Office. 
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Laboratory  accident  revealed 
Semtex  cases  ‘nightmare’ 


FOR  more  than  six 
years,  on  around  500 
occasions,  govern- 
ment scientists  used  a 
machine  to  refine  samples  of  i 
evidence  in  terrorism  cases  to  I 
look  for  cyclotrimethylene  I 
t rim  tram  ine.  or  RDX  — a 
chemical  which  Indicates  the  , 
handling  of  Semtex  explosive. 

Now  at  least  a dozen  cases 
may  be  in  doubt  after  Home 
Office  chiefs  last  night  admit- 
ted that  the  instrument  at  the 
government's  Forensic  Explo- 
sives Laboratory  may  have 
been  contaminated  with  RDX 
from  the  start 
The  contamination  might 
i have  been  inside  a rubber  fit- 
ting in  a machine  which  ar- 
| rived  second  hand,  from  an- 
other laboratory,  and  was 
apparently  never  checked  for 
contamination. 

Contamination  is  every  lab- 
oratory's nightmare  — and  as 
instruments  become  more 
sensitive,  the  dangers  of  it  oc- 
curring inadvertently  rise. 

Earlier  this  decade,  for  ex- 
ample, America's  leading 
Aids  scientists  were  humili- 
ated by  the  revelation  that 
their  discovery  of  the  Aids  vi- 
rus might  only  have  been  the 
rediscovery  oF  a virus  sent  to 
them  by  the  Pasteur  Institute 
in  Paris.  Similarly,  dinosaur 
experts  who  two  years  ago  ex- 
alted in  extracting  dinosaur 
DNA  from  fossils  now  admit 


Testing  for  Semtex 


A swab  ot  sample  material  is  placed  in  a 
glass  test  tube  and  dissolved  in  alcohoL 
The  test  tube  is  then  placed  In  a metal 
container  and  spun  in  the  centrifuge 
hundreds  of  times  a second  to  remove  any 
dirt  Oral  may  have  collected  on  the  sample. 
Tire  remaining  solution  is  then  tested  for 
evidence  of  RDX.  a stable  chemical  which 
indicates  the  handling  of  Semtex  explosive. 


Centrifuge 
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It  was  DNA  from  some  other, 
still-living  creature. 

Laboratory  practice  is  al- 
ways aimed  at  reducing  the 
risk  that  the  sample  under 
study  might  be  smeared  or 
muddied  by  some  other 
material. 


The  nightmare  at  the  De- 
fence Research  Agency's  Fort 
Halstead  laboratory  in  Kent 
was  triggered  by  the  discov- 
ery of  30  micrograras  — 30 
millionths  of  a gram  — of 
RDX  in  a control  sample. 
Thirty  mg  is  not  much  (a 


grain  of  sugar  weighs  around 
500  micrograms),  but  it 
should  not  have  been  there  at 
all. 

The  sample  was  from  a rou- 
tine test  made  in  March  to 
confirm,  as  expected,  there 
was  no  contamination  on  the 
laboratory  surfaces  or  equip- 
ment If  the  laboratory  techni- 
cian had  not  gone  ahead  with 
the  test  after  a test  tube  had 
broken  and  spilt  the  sample 
in  the  centrifuge,  the  discov- 
ery might  never  have  been 
made. 

When,  forensic  scientists 
are  called  in,  they  look  for  mi- 
croscopic evidence:  since  they 
cannot  see  it.  they  take  swabs 
on  cotton  wool  — from  hands, 
clothing,  car  upholstery, 
paper  wrapping  and  so  on. 
The  contents  of  the  swab  are 
then  dissolved  in  alcohol. 
Since  the  evidence  they  seek 
will  not  be  the  only  thing  on 
the  swab,  they  need  to  sepa- 
rate the  material. 

To  do  this  they  use  a centri- 
fuge which,  with  the  solution 
inside  it  in  a glass  test  tube, 
spins  hundreds  of  times  a 
second.  The  centrifugal  force 
hulls  any  dirt  to  the  bottom  of 
the  tube,  and  the  rest  of  the 
solution  can  be  examined  by 
instruments  which  can  detect 
tiny  amounts  of  dissolved 
chemicals. 

The  30  micrograms  discov- 
ered in  the  centrifuge  on 


March  14  came  from  an  insig- 
nificant part  of  the  machine: 
the  rubber  support  on  which 
the  test  tube  holder  balanced 
as  it  spun. 

The  test  tube  had  broken  in 
the  holder,  and  its  contents 
had  then  flowed  on  to  the 
rubber. 

The  scientists  are  fairly 
sure  that  the  rubber  support 
was  the  source  of  the  con- 
tamination. They  also  point 
out  that  In  theory,  where 
there  were  no  spills  or  break- 
ages, RDX  could  not  have  got 
directly  from  the  rubber  sup- 
port to  the  sample  being 
tested  for  evidence.  But  of 
course  it  could  have  travelled 
Indirectly:  a technician  hand- 
ling the  sample  would  also 
touch  the  test  tube  holder  — 
which  had  been  resting  on  the 
contaminated  rubber. 

Mr  Howard's  answer  in 
Parliament  yesterday  talked 
’ of  "a  small  theoretical  possi- 
bility” that  case  samples 
might  . have  been 
! contaminated. 

But  if  the  rubber  support 
had  been  used  500  times  since 
1989,  and  in  1996  was  still 
releasing  detectable  and  po- 
tentially incriminating  traces 
of  RDX,  then  lawyers  might 
be  entitled  to  wonder  how 
much  RDX  had  been  in  the 
machine  in  the  first  place, 
■when  it  arrived  at  the  Fort 
Halstead  laboratory  in  1989. 


Man  who  questioned  Six  evidence 


Contamination  inquiry 


Alan  Travis  on  the  sceptical  scientist 
appointed  to  review  the  possibility  of 
unsound  tests  in  terror  case  convictions 


THE  MAN  appointed  to 
undertake  the  inquiry 
is  Brian  Caddy,  who 
was  the  first  independent 
forensic  scientist  publicly 
to  question  some  of  the  evi- 
deuce  in  the  case  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Six. 

Professor  Caddy  also , 
acted  as  a forensic  adviser 
to  the  Maguire  family  dur- 
ing the  inquiry  by  Sir  John 
May  into  the  convictions  of 
the  Guildford  Four,  and 
gave  evidence  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Birmingham  Six. 


He  took  an  early  Interest 
in  the  arguments  surround- 
ing the  conviction  of  the 
Birmingham  Six  and  ap- 
peared in  a World  In  Action 
programme  In  1985  when 
he  questioned  some  of  the 
forensic  evidence  put  for- 
ward by  Frank  Skuse 
which  was  crucial  to  the 
original  conviction  of  three 
of  the  men  for  the  pub 
bombings. 

Prof  Caddy  works  at 
Strathclyde  university  and 
has  been  asked  by  the 
Home  Secretary  to  examine 


all  the  paperwork  in  the 
cases  in  which  Semtex 
traces  were  found  by  the 
Forensic  Explosives  Lab- 
oratory, and  assess 
whether  it  was  likely  they 
had  been  contaminated. 

Prof  Caddy  will  also  Zook 
at  the  likelihood  that  the 
contamination  in  the  cen- 
trifuge had  spread  to  other 
samples  in  the  laboratory 
and  affected  more  cases 
than  the  12  so  far  identified 
by  the  Home  Office. 

Prof  Caddy  is  the  editor 
of  Science  and  Justice,  the 
| journal  or  the  Forensic 
Science  Society,  and  has 
earned  an  international 
reputation  representing  the 
UK  at  meetings  of  Interpol. 

He  has  published  more 
than  80  articles  and  in 
recent  years  has  developed 
a special  interest  in  analys- 
ing the  residue  left  by 
gunshots. 


Brian  Caddy:  acted  as  forensic  adviser  to  Maguire  family 


Vaccine  drive  urged 


Lack  of  investment  ^wastes  thousands 
of  lives  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds’ 


Chris  MihIU 

Medical  Correspondent 


A SCIENTIST  prominent 
in  the  fight  to  eliminate 
smallpox  warned  yes- 
terday that  thousands  of  lives 
and  hundreds  of  millions  of 
pounds  were  being  wasted 
every  year  because  of  a fail- 
ure to  invest  sufficiently  in 
vaccines  against  other 
diseases. 

Donald  Henderson,  head  of 
the  World  Health  Organisa- 
tion's campaign  apainst 
smallpox,  said  that  microbes 
had  killed  far  more  people 
than  warfare,  yet  research  i 
into  new  vaccines  was  seen  as 
a low  spending  priority. 

Professor  Henderson  was ■ 
speaking  at  the  Royal  Society 
in  London  in  a lecture  to 
mark  the  200th  anniversary  of 
the  world's  first  successful 
immunisation  — by  Edward 
Jenner  on  May  14, 1796.  using 
cowpox  against  smallpox. 

Prof  Henderson  said  vac- 
cines' contribution  to  improv- 
ing human  health  j far  out- 


weighed other  advances,  but 
this  generally  went 
unrecognised. 

"Amongst  the  pantheon  of 
medical  procedures,  a num- 
ber are  regularly  cited  as 
medical  miracles:  cardiac  sur- 
gery,. cancer  chemotherapy, 
organ  transplantation  and  the 
brilliant  spectrum  of  pharma- 
cological intervention  for  all 
manner  of  aches  and  pains. 

"Seldom  is  vaccination  ac- 
corded such  respect  and,  yet,  I 
believe  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
more  lives  are  saved  and 
more  disabling  diseases  pre- 
vented each  year  by  vaccines 
alone  than  by  all  these  other 
medical  interventions , 
combined.” 

Prof  Henderson  said  the 
total  international  invest- , 
ment  in  the  smallpox  vaccine- , 
tion  programme  was  $100  mil- ' 
lion  (£66  million),  while 
savings  each  year  amounted 
to  several  thousand  million 
dollars. 

The  aim  was  that  one  a day 
a single  dose  multiple  vaccine 
given  by  mouth  at  birth  could 
protect  against  all.:  (be  serious 


diseases  of  childhood  and 
■others  such  as  malaria,  tuber- 
culosis, dengue  and  even 
Aids. 

However  vaccine  develop- 
ment suffered  from  a lack  of 
support  In  the  case  of  many 
diseases,  because  there  was 
only  a limited  market  in  In- 
dustrialised countries,  and 
poor  countries  could  not  af- 
ford the  research.  Govern- 
ments tended  not  to  support 
medical  advances  of  no  bene- 
fit to  their  own  citizens. 

Prof  Henderson  called  for  a 
change  of  attitude  "if  not  in 
the  interests  of  furthering 
child  survival,  perhaps  in  the 
interests  of  assuring  man- 
kind’s survival". 

He  pointed  out  that  wars 
during  this  century  may  have 
killed  100  million  to  150  mil- 
lion people.  "This  is  an  im- 
pressive number,  but  that 
number  is  well  less  than  half 
the  number  killed  by  small- 
pox alone  in  this  century  be- 
fore its  eradication  in  1977. 
And  that  was  but  one  disease 
acting  in  a partially  vacci- 
nated world. 

"What  might  a similar 
agent  do  in  a totally  unpro- 
tected population?  We  must 
get  serious  in  dealing  now 
with  microbes  and  vaccines." 


Murdered  woman  warned 
against  Far  East  holiday 


A BRITISH  woman  raped 
and  beaten  to  death  in  the 
Philippines  had  been  warned 
by  her  family  about  the  dan- 
gers of  holidaying  in  the  Far 
EasL 

Linda  Vockins,  aged  35.  had 
agreed  not  to  visit  Thailand 
after  her  family  said  she 
would  be  in  danger  travelling 
there  alone.  Her  naked  body 
wras  found  dumped  in  a ra- 
vine near  the  holiday  cottage 
she  was  renting  In  the  Philip- 
pines on  Sunday. 

Ms  Vockins.  of  Burghfield 
Common,  Berkshire,  who  had 
travelled  extensively,  had 
been  alone  when  she  was 
attacked. 

Two  weeks  earlier  she  had 
been  mugged  in  the  capital.  I 
Manila,  and  only  a few  days 
before  her  death  she  was 
robbed  of  her  handbag. 

The  former  teacher  had 
been  making  a last  trip 
abroad  before  settling  down 
to  a new  job  as  a pub  manager 
in  Reading,  Berkshire. 

She  was  made  redundant 
earlier  this  year  from  a job  as 
a customer  relations  manager 
at  electrical  giants  Thorn 
EMI. 

Her  stepfather  Frank  Bar- 
ham, speaking  from  the  fam- 
ily s home  near  Reading,  said- 


"She  has  travelled  around  the 
world  before.  It  Is  not  the  first 
time  she  has  been  on  her  own. 
She  knew  what  she  was 
doing. 

"She  was  very  sensible.  She 
knew  how  to  look  after  her- 
self and  others.  People  who 
know  her  will  be  shocked  it 
co.Yj?have  happened  to  her. 

She  had  wanted  to  go  to 
Thailand,  but  I managed  to 
talk  her  out  of  that  I saw 
enough  of  Thailand  when  I 
was  in  the  array.  We  thought 
that  would  be  too  dangerous 
w°uld  be  safe  in  the 
Philippines." 

The  result  of  an  autopsy 
was  expected  yesterday  and 
the  family  said  they  would 
osk  for  the  body  to  be 
returned  to  England. 

Ms  Vockins  was  expected  to 
return  from  her  10  week  trip 
on  June  23.  * 

A friend.  John  Doody.-who 
used  to  live  and  work  with 
Linda,  said:  "She  was  a very 
confident  person  with  a very 
outgoing  nature  and  she  was 
very  caring." 

Edward  Moranan,  a spokes- 
jnan  for  the  Philippines  em- 
bassy in  London,  issued  a 
warning  yesterday  that 
women  who  travel icd  alonc  in 
top  country  were  vulnerable. 
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. m°  ers  11  lness  and  alleges  Government ‘failed  in  its  duty  of  care  and  misled  public  over  the  safety  of  eating  beef’ 

CJD  victim’s  family  seeks 
legal  aid  to  sue  ministers 


Sarah  Boaeley 


THE  family  of  a 44- 
y^r-oW  woman  who 
djed  ofCreuztfeldt-Ja- 
Koo  Disease  is  <m>b. 
ing  legal  aid  to  sue  the  Gov- 

t0,d 

hlJ^f  Asjew.  ?S.  from  Ban- 
bury* Oxfordshire,  is  con- 
vinced  that  her  mother 
Dutch-bom  Fonnie  Van  Es' 
dted  as  a result  of  eating  beef 
mfected  with  BSE.  with  her 
brothers.  Tjark.  21.  and 
Tjobbe,  14,  and  her  father 
Tenr  Andrews,  she  met  the 
families  of  about  20  other  CJD 
victims  in  Banbury 
yesterday.  y 

Rfe  Andrews  said  of  her 
mother:  “She  had  always 
been  healthy  — one  of  those 
people  who  never  seem  to  fell 
iB.  But  after  an  attack  of 
shingles,  from  which  she 
recovered,  she  was  having 
difficulty  getting  to  deep  and 
was  showing  signs  of 
depression. 

“We  thought  she  was  over- 


Fonnie  Van  Es:  her  health 
declined  rapidly’ 

worked.  Her  GP  prescribed 
Diazepam,  but  then  she  devel- 
oped twitches  in  her  right 
hand.  The  medication  was 
stopped,  but  the  jerking  con- 
tinued and  her  depression  got 
worse.” 

Ms  Van  Es's  health  de- 
clined rapidly  over  three 
months.  CJD  was  not  diag- 
nosed until  about  two  weeks  i 


Brussels  may 
put  off  vote 
on  beef  ban 


before  she  died,  in  June  1994. 
“Towards  the  end.  me  and  my 
brothers  were  feeding  her. 
dressing  her,  bathing  her  and 
putting  her  to  bed.  We  had  to 
do  everything  for  her.  She 
knew  she  had  CJD  but  she  did 
not  know  then,  thank  God, 
that  it  had  anything  to  do 
with  'mad  cow  disease. 

“At  no  time  was.  she  mad. 
She  always  remembered  who 
we  were,  but  she  lost  control 
of  her  body,  and  all  her  dig- 
nity had  gone." 

Her  mother  ate  beef.  “Our 
diet  was  like  anyone  rise's." 

Her  solicitor.  David  Harris, 
from  Sale  in  Cheshire,  said 
they  had  taken  leading  coun- 
sel's advice.  If  there  were  a 
proven  link  between  BSE  and 
the  strain  of  CJD  from  which 
Ms  Van  Es  died,  then  her  fam- 
ily would  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation, he  believed. 

There  would  have  to  be  in- 
vestigations  to  establish 
whether  there  was  a link  of 
which  the  Government  was 
aware  at  the  time  it  was  ad- 
vising the  public  that  beef 
was  safe  to  eat 
Mr  Harris  acknowledged 
that  he  would  need  disclosure 
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of  government  documents  to 
fight  the  case.  Speaking  on  I 
BBC  Radio  4.  he  denied  that  it 
was  inappropriate  to  use  legal 
aid  to  try  to  force  an  issue  ( 
that  the  scientific  community 
was  still  investigating.  | 

“All  I am  saying  is  that 
there  is  a duty  of  care  owed  I 
by  the  Government.  It’s  all 
very  well  for  the  Government 
to  contend  that  there  is  no 
proven  link  — there  are  sug- 
gestions, indeed,  that  have  I 
been  put  In  the  press  and  the  j 
media  over  a considerable 
period  of  time  that  there  is  a I 
link." 

The  most  that  could  be  won 
I in  compensation  was  £7,500, 
but  the  action  was  worth  tak- 
ing not  for  financial  gain  but 
because  of  the  wider  emo- 
tional considerations. 

“We  are  applying  for  legal  j 
aid  alleging  that  there  is  a 
duty  of  care  owed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  that  there  may  I 
well  have  been  a breach  of 
that  duty . . . 

“We  also  have  to  prove  in- 
dividual causation  on  my  cli- 
ent's behalf.  In  other  words, 
did  her  mother  actually  die 

from  eating  infected  beef?”  Ilja  Andrews,  who  says  mother  ate  BSE-infected  beef,  with  her  brothers.  Tjobbe  (left)  and  Tjark  photoshaph-  stuart  harriso* 
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Michael  White  and 
Julio  Wolf  In  Brussels 

EUROPEAN  Union  veter- 
inary officials  may 
today  postpone  a deci- 
sion to  ease  the  beef  ban 
rather  than  risk  a damaging 
majority  vote  that  could  go 
either  way.  EU  officials 
hinted  last  night 
Though  British  ministers 
believe  they  have  a majority 
on  the  standing  scientific  and 
veterinary  committee  to  en- 
dorse a proposal  by  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  to  ease  the 
ban  on  British  beef  by-prod- 
ucts used  in  food  and  medi- 
cine. Germany  is  hesitant  to 
endorse  such  a move. 

• .Coming  on  the  eve  of  a two- 
day  Commons  debate  on 
European  farm  policy  in 
which  the  beef  crisis  will  fea- 
ture strongly,  the  hint  of 
delay  is  certain  to  mirage 
Eurosceptics  cm  berth  sides 
and  raises  the  likelihood  of 
some  Tory  MPs  voting  with 
Labour  tomorrow  night 
The  Tory  chairman,  Brian 
Mawhinney,  last  night  ac- 
knowledged the  delicacy  of 
the  situation  in  an  anti-feder- 
alist speech  which  he  said 
party  policy  on  Europe  was 
kept  together  by  "three  an- 
chors": unquestioned  support 
for  membership  of  the  EU;  de- 
termination to  fight  within  it 
lbr  the  national  interest;  and 
a commitment  to  hold  a refer- 
endum if  Britain  were  to  join 
a single  currency  — but  not 
on  the  wider  issue  of  member- 
ship, as  Sir  Jimmy  Goldsmith 
wants.  Earlier  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  Chancellor,  said 
Britain's  national  interests, 
political  and  economic,  lay  in 
being  at  the  heart  of  Europe. 


“It  has  been  that  way  for  cen- 
turies and  will  remain  so.  I do 
not  believe  that  you  can  sepa- 
rate economics  from  poli- 
tics,” he  told  the  German- 
British  Chamber  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  in  London. 

Under  the  commission 
plan,  easing  the  ban  would  be 
conditional  on  Britain  apply- 
ing tougher  standards  for 
treatment  of  beef  by-products, 
notably  tallow  and  gelatine. 
But  opposition  from  Germany 
could  make  it  difficult  to  get 
an  accord  today. 

“We  have  our  conditions, 
and  I don’t  see  them  being  ful- 
filled right  now."  the  German 
health  minister.  Horst  See- 
hafer,  said  following  a meet- 
ing of  EU  health  ministers 
where  Stephen  Dojrell,  the 
Health  Secretary,  argued  for  a 
rational  response.  Privately, 
British  ministers  accuse 
Bonn  of  a “fUnk",  refusing  to 
confront  German  public 
opinion. 

If  the  Germans  find  allies 
among  the  scientists,  who 
take  their  orders  from  their 
national  governments,  such 
wavering  states  as  Spain  and 
the  Netherlands  may  help 
block  the  decision  under  the 
qualified  majority  rules  — 
though  it  could  be  overturned 
by  farm  ministers  when  they 
meet  next  week. 

British  beef  consumption  is 
back  to  95  per  cent,  while 
sales  in  Germany  are  50  per 
cent,  France,  where  sales  are 
scarcely  better,  is  supporting 
Britain's  case  that  measures 
have  been  taken  to  cull  BSE- 
prone  older  dairy  cattle.  leav- 
ing a minimal  scientific  risk. 
With  President  Chirac  on  a 
state  visit  to  Britain  — and 
eating  beef  — Whitehall  be- 
lieves it  can  count  on  Paris. 


‘Victim’  Thornton 
was  mostly  drunk 


Vhrek  Chaodhary 


THE  son  of  Malcolm 
Thornton  admitted  yes- 
terday that,  his  father 
was  hardly  ever  sober,  and 
that  the  woman  accused  of 
wiling  him  was  trying  to  help 
him  stop  drinking. 

Martin  Thornton,  aged  27, 
was  giving  evidence  at  the  re- 
trial of  Sara  Thornton,  aged 
41,  who  dentes  murdering  her 
husband  at  their  home  In  Ath- 
erston,  Warwickshire,  in 
June  1989. 

Martin  Thornton.  Mr 
Thornton's  son  by  his  first 
marriage,  told  the  jury  at 
Oxford  crown  court  that  he 
went  to  stay  with  him  four 
weeks  beforehand.  Under 
cross  examination  from 
Michael  Mansfield,  QC.  repre- 
senting Sara  Thornton,  Mr 
Thornton  said:  "It  seemed  he 
was  hardfy  ever  sober.” 

Sara  Thornton  was  not  at 
the  house  to  begin  with,  said 
the  son.  because  she  had  gone 
away  after  alleging  his  father 
assaulted  her.  Mr  Thornton 
senior,  aged  44  at  his  death 
and  a former  police  inspector, 
was  due  in  court  on  Jude '21 
over  the  alleged  assault 
Mr  Thornton  agreed  his 
fetber  was  “drunk  most  of  the 
time".  On  the  Sunday  before 
the  killing,  be  heard  his 
father  say  to  Luise,  Sara’s 
daughter,  “ni  break  your 
flicking  legs”.  Later  that  day 
Sara  pointed  a knife  at  him 
saying:  “If  you  go.  near  my 
daughter  m kill  you.”  He  told 
the  court  “I  disarmed  hef . It 
was  a threat  rather  than  any- 


thing more  serious.”  Mr 
Thornton  described  the  night 
his  father  died.  He  bad  gone 
for  a drink  with  Sara;  in  the 
pub  she  appeared  in  a good 
mood  and  was  talking  about 
divorcing  her  husband. 

When  be  got  back,  his 
fetber  was  asleep  bn  the  liv- 
ing room  sofa,  and  he  went  to 
bed.  He  heard  Sara  return. 
Mr  Thornton  said;  “The  next 
thing  X heard  was  the  cutlery 
drawer  in  the  kitchen." 

“I  heard  my  father  scream. 
As  I got  half  way  down  the 
stairs  Sara  was  at  the  bottom. 
She  just  said:  ‘Martin.  I have 
killed  your  father’." 

Mr  Thornton  denied  claims 
by  Mr  Mansfield  he  may  have 
“glossed  over”  certain  events 
because  be  did  not  want  to 
remember  his  father  as  an  al- 
coholic. He  admitted  Sara 
“cared  very  much  for  my 
father”,  and  had  called  Alco- 
holics Anonymous  to  help. 

He  also  admitted  knowing 
she  planned  to  feed  her  hus- 
i band  chicken  spiked  with  Mo- 
gadon tablets,  so  that  be 
would  go  to  hospital  and  be 
treated  for  his  drink  problem. 

Earlier,  the.  court  beard 
from  Tracey  Crookstan,  a for- 
mer lodger.  “Something  un- 
usual” happened  on  her  first 
day  there,  when  Sara  Thorn- 
ton attacked  her  husband  for 
coming  home  drunk  and  he 
retaliated.  “I  never  saw  Mal- 
colm strike  Sara  back,  apart 
from  that  first  occasion.”  She 
described  the  defendant  as 
“aggressive  — sometimes 
when  she  bad  been  drinking, 
or  even  when  sober." 

The  case  continues. 
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China  claims  it  has  big  plans  for  ‘peaceful’ 
atomic  explosions,  writes  David  Fairfiall 


CHINA  has  come  up 
with  an  astonish- 
ing scheme  to  irri- 
gate a desert  using 
nuclear  explo- 
sives, which  it  claims  justifies 
its  obdurate  refusal  to  sup- 
port the  ban  on  all  under- 
ground nuclear  tests  now 
being  sought  by  the  other  nu- 
clear powers. 

As  • delegates  gathered  in 
Geneva  this  week  for  a final 
effort  to  draft  a comprehen- 
sive test  ban  treaty  (CTBT), 
the  Chinese  representative, 
Sha  Zukang.  insisted  that 
Beijing  was  'prepared  to  be 
“flexible”  on  the  issue  of 
peaceful  nuclear  explosions. 

But  she  made  it  clear  that 
China  still  sees  a need  for 
such  “peaceful  blasts”,  and 
other  delegations  have  appar- 
ently been  briefed  on  an  auda- 
cious plan  to  divert  water 
from  the  mountains  of  Tibet. 
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The  scheme  would  involve 
creating  a 500-mile  under- 
ground canal  to  carry  water 
from  the  Yarlung  Tsangpo 
river  to  the  Taklimakan  de- 
sert in  the  remote  north-west- 
ern region  of  Xinjiang  — 

It  was  apparently  proposed  to 
the  Chinese  People’s  Political 
Consultative  Conference  by 
the  physicist  He  Ztuntin,  who 
helped  develop  China’s  un- 
clear bomb,  and  Gong  Yuzhi. 
vice-president  of  the  central 

like  Greenpeace  who  protest 
at  their  nudear  programme. 
In  fact,  both  the  environmen- 
talists and  delegates  at  the 
United  Nations-sponsored  test 
ban  conference  are  more 
likely  to  be  alarmed  at  the 

Radioactive  contamination  would  not  be  a problem,  it  was 
argued,  because  the  explosions  would  be  in  remote  areas 

which  coincidentally  con- 
tains the  Lop  Nor  site  where 
China  still  tests  nuclear 
weapons. 

An  outline  of  the  plan  — 
whose  im plausibility  is  com- 
pounded by  a confusing  refer- 
ence to  the  canal  running 
from  west  to  east  when  it 
would  seem  to  run  north- 
wards — was  contained  in  a 
report  from  Beijing  moni- 
tored by  the  BBC  on  April  20. 

party  school  The  purpose 
would  be  to  grow  forests  in 
the  Taklimakan  desert. 
Radioactive  contamination 
would  not  be  a problem,  it 
was  argued,  because  the  nu- 
clear explosions  would  be 
confined  to  barren  areas. 

The  Chinese  authorities 
may  have  calculated  that  the 
idea  of  making  the  desert 
bloom  would  appeal  to  envi- 
ronmental pressure  groups 

prospect  of  vast  forests  ab- 
sorbing water  contaminated 
by  the  long-lived  plutonium 
and  caesium  by-products  of 
an  atomic  explosion. 

The  aim  of  the  resumed 
Geneva  txm&tr&ryip  which 
Zukang  says  now  has  Beijing's 
frill  support,  is  to  draft  by 
June  28  a comprehensive  test 
ban  treaty  tbai  can  be  opened 
for  signature  atthe  UN  general 
assembly  in  September. 

The  other  declared  nuclear 
weapons  states  — the  United 
States.  Russia.  Britain-  and 
France  — have  already  agreed 
that  all  tests,  however  snail, 
should  be  banned,  under- 
ground as  well  a?  in  the  atmo- 
sphere, and  have  stopped  test- 
ing weapons. 

China  is  alone  in  still  call- 
ing for  an  exception  to  be 
made  for  peaceful  under-  j 
ground  explosions  which  j 
might  be  used-  in  irrigation, 
mining;  ofl  exploration  or 
“scientific  research”  — a 
term  others  fear  would  open  a 
vast  loophole  for  covert 
weapons  development  . 

“We  don't  want  to  see  com- 
plete denial  to  developing 
economies,"  the  Chinese  rep- 
resentative said  on  Monday, 
arguing  that  the  explosions 
could  be  monitored  by  on-site 
inspections. 

The  Chinese  are  meanwhile 


expected  to  carry : out  two 
j more  weapons  tests  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  and  another 
! two  in  September  or  October. 
Beijing  says  it  needs  .to  catch 
l up  with  the  much  more  exten- 
f sive  American  and  Russian 
programmes. 

The  protest  ship  Green- 
peace,  which  was  damage 
while  leading'  the  campaign 
against  the  recent  French 
tests  in  the  Pacific,  is  sched- 
uled to  sail  hum  Auckland  for 
Shanghai  today  to  . support 
the  case  for  a comprehensive 
ban  and  protest  against  the 
continuing  Chinese  test 
programme. 

Asked  for  her  reaction,- Sha 
Zukang.  said  she  would  dis- 
courage the-Greenpeace 
venture. 

“It  is  a waste  of  money  and 
energy,"  she  said.  “We  are  in 
favour  of  the  objectives  of 
Greenpeace." 


Kohl  tries  to 
keep  EMU 
on  track 
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John  Palmer  in  Brussels 


GERMANY’S  chancel- 
lor descends  on 
Brussels  today  to 
try  to  maintain 
resolve  on  monetary  union  as 
the  European  Commission 
publishes  economic  growth 
forecasts  that  will  throw  fresh 
doubt  on  whether  France  and 
Germany  can  meet  the  targets 
for  a single  currency. 

Helmut  Kohl  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  European  Com- 
mission, Jacques  Santer,  plan 
to  make  an  unusual  joint  dec- 
laration underlining  their  de- 
termination to  meet  the  1999 
deadline  for  monetary  union 
set  out  by  the  Maastricht 
treaty. 

Although  the  commission 
was  keeping  the  details  of  its 
economic  forecasts  for  1996 
and  1997  under  close  wraps 
last  night,  they  are  sure  to 
reflect  the  sharper  than  ex- 
pected slowdown  in  almost  all 
the  European  Union  econo- 
mies during  the  past  12 
months. 

The  average  EU  growth 
rate  this  year  may  fall  to  1,5 
or  1.6  per  cent  — well  down 
on  earlier  forecasts.  The  fig- 
ures for  next  year  will  deter- 
mine which  countries  join  the 
single  currency  bloc. 

The  commission  is  likely  to 
publish  a range  of  predictions 
for  the  performance  of  EU 
countries  in  meeting  the  key 
Maastricht  treaty  single  cur- 
rency criteria.  These  include 
a target  rate  of  less  than  3 per 
cent  for  national  budget  defi- 
cits — well  below  the  present  | 
deficits  in  almost  all  EU  i 
countries. 
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United  they  stand:  Helmut 
Kohl,  above  and  European 
Commission  president 
Jacques  Santer 
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Most  attention  will  focus  on 
the  forecasts  for  France  and 
Germany,  the  anchors  of  the 
planned  single  currency.  Be- 
fore taking  into  account  the 
latest  austerity  measures  an- 
nounced in  Paris  and  Bonn, 
both  countries  may  end  up 
with  deficits  nearer  4 per  cent 
than  the  EMU  requirement  of 
3 per  cent 

At  a special  meeting  today 
with  all  21  members  of  the 
commission.  Mr  Kohl  will  ex- 
press confidence  that  mea- 
sures to  cut  spending  an- 
nounced by  Bonn  last  month 
will  help  bring  down  the  bud- 
get deficit 

He  believes  the  proposed 
stability  pact  which  will  bind 
countries  joining  monetary 
union  will  count  for  more  in 
any  final  decision  about  the 
single  currency  than  whether 
a country  is  slightly  above  or 
below  the  target  next  year. 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
slowdown  in  growth  has  been 
more  severe  than  anyone  ex- 
pected and  this  makes  it  even 
more  difficult  to  cut  unem- 
ployment and  thereby  bring 
down  excessive  budget  defi- 
cits,” a senior  commission 
official  said  yesterday. 

"Remember  that  although 
the  Maastricht  treaty  criteria 
fbr  a single  currency  are 
essential,  they  will  have  to  be 
weighed  against  other  factors 
when  EU  heads  of  govern- 
ment decide  — early  in  1998 
— which  countries  are  to 
move  to  the  final  phase  of 
monetary  union  in  January 
1999." 

The  financial  markets  al- 
ready appear  to  have  dis- 
counted some  slippage  by  key 
EU  countries  in  meeting  the 
single  currency  conditions.  In 
spite  of  this  there  is  a grow- 
ing conviction  on  European 
and  world  money  markets 
that  monetary  union  will 
begin  in  1999  with  perhaps 
seven  or  eight  of  the  15  EU 
countries  Initially  taking  part 
and  others  following  later. 

Most  experts  on  the  single 
currency  believe  the  fact  that 
France  and  Germany  face 
similar  economic  problems 
makes  talk  of  economic  con- 
vergence and  a single  cur- 
rency more  credible,  not  less. 

When  Yves  Thibault  de  Sil- 
guy,  the  single  currency  com- 
missioner, presents  the  sensi- 
tive forecasts  for  growth  and 
budget  deficits  today,  he  is 
certain  to  point  to  evidence 
that  the  growth  slowdown  is 
turning  to  recovery. 

“The  reports  reaching  us 
from  both  the  private  sector 
and  governments  in  the  mem- 
ber states  [are]  that  the  eco- 
nomic upturn  will  accelerate 
and  could  prove  faster  next 
year  than  we  thought  even 
quite  recently,"  a commission 
official  said. 

The  commission  is  worried 
that  the  recovery,  however 
strong,  may  not  generate  as 
many  Jobs  as  it  was  originally 
hoped.  For  that  reason  Mr 
Santer  is  urging  EU  govern- 
ments, trade  unions  and  em- 
ployers to  sign  up  fbr  an  em-  1 
ployment  conference  later  ; 
this  year  to  pool  forces  to  find  : 
work  for  the  18  million  jobless  : 
people  in  the  EU. 
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m^clirtches  his  wife  on  a pedal  rickshaw  as  the  couple,  injured  in  Monday's  tornado,  make  their  way  to  a health  clinic  near  the  village  of 
Mantala  yesterday.  At  least  300  people  were  killed  m the  storm,  which  battered  large  areas  100  miles  north  of  Dhaka  photograph:  rahgur  rmtman 


French  TV  boss  carpeted  for  ‘chat-show  image’ 


Paul  Webster  in  Paris 


POISONED  by  commer- 
cials and  cheapened 
by  the  chase  for  rat- 
ings, the  French  state 
television  service  is  at  the 
centre  of  a row  which 
threatens  the  future  of  its 
chairman,  Jean-Pierre 
Elkabbach. 

Yesterday  Mr  Elkabbach. 
a veteran  broadcaster  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gaullist-led 
government  in  1993,  was 
questioned  by  a senate  com- 
mission and  the  CSA.  the 
higher  audiovisual  council, 
which  controls  broadcast- 
ing appointments  and  . 
abuses,  about  what  was  of- 


ficially described  as  "irre- 
sponsible management”. 

The  previous  day  be  met 
staff  at  France  2 and 
France  3,  the  state  chan- 
nels which  compete  with 
the  independent  TFL  The  i 
employees,  who  recently  I 
went  on  strike  for  10  days 
to  win  a £200  bonus,  an- 
grily demanded  an  explana- 
tion for  the  expenditure  of 
more  than  £125  million  on 
independent  production 
companies  run  by  six  lead- 
ing entertainers  and  chat 
show  hosts. 

A scandal  has  been  inev- 
itable since  Alain  Grlot- 
teray,  a rightwing  MP  on 
the  national  assembly  fi- 
nance committee,  uncov- 


ered “inexplicable  errors  of 
management”  In  state 
television. 

Behind  the  accusation 
lies  a debate  on  policy 
changes  which  have  forced 
France  2 to  seek  45  per  cent 
of  its  finance  from  commer- 
cials. Advertising  has 
doubled  in  four  years  to  an 
annual  540  hours,  but 
France  2 has  been  attacked 
for  neglecting  documenta- 
ries and  other  serious  pro- 
grammes to  promote  vari- 
ety and  chat  shows  to  eat 
into  TFl's  audience. 

After  a private  meeting 
with  Mr  Elkabbach,  jour- 
nalists said  that  even  news 
bulletins  were  based  on  the 
audience-attracting  themes 


developed  by  TF1.  Al- 
though France  2,  with  aver- 
age ratings  of  nearly  25  per 
cent,  has  steadily  reduced 
TFl’s  audience  share  to 
37  per  cent,  the  cost  In  , 
quality  and  c^sta  has  been 
exhorbitant,  Mr  Grlotteray  1 
said. 

“This  disaster  is  not  bad 
luck,”  he  said.  “Contracts 
are  negotiated  by  the  chair- 
man and  his  praetorian 
guard,  two  former  asso- 
ciates Of  the  Italian  Berlus- 
coni  group,  and  are  drawn 
up  in  secrecy  in  a private 
Paris  accountant’s  office.” 

Mr  Elkabbach  signed  con- 
tracts with  an  independent 
producer,  Jean-Luc  De- 
larue,  fbr  about  £50  million 


over  three  years,  and  even 
i advanced  the  money  to  set 
np  his  company.  The  firm 
has  since  announced  a 
profit  of  more  than  20  per 
cent  , 

Mr  Elkabbach  says  be , 
had  to  pay  high  fees  to  com- 1 
pete  with  TFl.  though  the 
latter’s  payments  to  its  va- 
riety and  chat  show  hosts 
cost  hardly  a third  of  Mr  EI- 
kab bach's  contracts.  The 
chairman  is  also  being 
asked  to  explain  why  his 
programming  policy 
resulted,  in  several  cases, 
in  advertising  revenue  fall- 
ing well  below  the  cost  of 
the  shows. 

Some  of  the  biggest  audi- 
ences have  been  attracted 


I by  documentaries,  but  they 
have  received  only  a tenth 
of  the  money  spent  on  vari- 
ety. News  has  also  suffered. 
Journalists  pointed  out 
that  the  station  was  paying 
about  £600  a minute  for 
overseas  news  reporting, 
about  a third  of  the  cost  of  a 
Paris-produced  chat  show 
whose  guests  appeared  for 
nothing. 

France  3,  which  gets  a 
bigger  share  of  the  £87 
licence  fee  and  needs  to 
raise  only  a quarter  of  its 
revenue  from  advertising, 
has  not  been  under  the 
same  pressure  to  lower 
standards  and  its  audience 
share  has  risen  from  li  per 
cent  to  18  per  cent. 


Supreme  court  rejects  ‘unfair  to  blacks’  Indonesian  army  begins  operation  in  Irian  Java 

defence  in  crack  cocaine  appeals  to  free  Western  hostages  held  by  separatists* 


Christopher  Rood 
m Los  Angeles 


THE  United  States  supreme 
court  has  rejected  the  ar- 
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■ court  has  rejected  the  ar- 
gument that  blacks  are  un- 
fairly prosecuted  for  crack  co- 
caine offences,  ruling  that 
criminal  activities  may  have 
a racial  bias. 

By  eight  to  one,  the  judges 
overturned  two  rulings  which 
allowed  defendants  to  present 
figures  showing  blacks  are 
more  often  charged  with  part- 
icular crimes. 

Instead,  a defence  of  racial 
bias  must  now  show  that 


other  races  receive  more  le- 
nient treatment. 

Civil  rights  leaders,  includ- 
ing the  Rev  Jesse  Jackson, 
have  attacked  drug  laws 
which  they  say  discriminate 
racially.  Sale  and  possession 
of  crack  attract  tougher  pen- 
alties than  similar  offences 
involving  cocaine.  As  a 
result,  far  more  blacks  are  in 
prison  on  drug  offences  than 
whites,  although  the  numbers 
of  offenders  are  much  closer. 

Chief  Justice  William  Rehn- 
quist  disputed  a Los  Angeles 
judge's  presumption  that 
“people  of  all  races  commit 
all  types  of  crime”.  On  the 
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The  lucky  ones  among  us,  Kazuo  Ishiguro  says,  begin 
our  lives  cradled  in  deception.  It  is  what  every  good 
parent  offers  their  child  — freedom  to  believe  that  the 
world  is  a stable,  safe  and  morally  ordered  place  — 
and  offers  it  knowing  it  to  be  a lie. 


Susie  Mackema< 


contrary,  he  said,  figures 
showed  that  ethnic  groups 
often  dominated  particular 
crimes.  While  blacks  ac- 
counted for  90  per  cent  of  fed- 
eral crack  convictions  in  1994. 

whites  accounted  for  93  per- 
cent of  LSD  drug  convictions. 

He  said  91  per  cent  of  those 
convicted  of  pornography  and 
prostitution  were  white,  but 
added:  “Large-scale  Inter- 
state trafficking  networks 
controlled  by  Jamaicans,  Hai- 
tian and  American  black 
street  gangs  dominate  the 
manufacture  and  distribution 
of  crack  cocaine.  ” 

Although  the  economic  ar- 
gument recognises  that 
blacks  more  often  use  crack, 
because  it  is  cheaper  than 
powdered  cocaine,  the  pre- 
ferred drugs  of  poor  whites 
are  the  products  of  illicit 
rural  “meth  factories". 

Nora  Manella,  a federal  at- 
torney in  Los  Angeles,  wel- 
comed the  ruling.  “It  effec- 
tively puts  to  rest  the 
simplistic  view  that  the  pre- 
dominance of  one  race  sug- 
gests a racist  prosecution,” 
she  said.  “This  is  no  more 
true  than  saying  the  numbers 
of  old  balding  white  males-  in 
financial  fraud  cases  suggests 
selective  prosecution.” 


John  AgHonby  In  Jakarta 


"THE  Indonesian  army  said 
I yesterday  that  it  had 


I yesterday  that  it  had 
launched  an  operation  to  free 
the  u people,  including  four 
Britons,  held  hostage  by  sepa- 
ratist guerrillas  in  the  remote 
province  of  Irian  Jaya  since 
January  8. 

Lieutenant-General  Suyono, 
the  army’s  chief  of  general  af- 
fairs. said  the  operation 
began  as  soon  as  the  army 
took  responsibility  for  the  cri- 
sis from  the  International 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross 
last  Thursday. 

He  said  the  efforts  of  the 
ICRC  and  local  church  lead- 
ers had  been  neither  satisfac- 
tory nor  convincing. 

Indonesia's  special  forces 
stormed  the  village  of  Gese- 
lema.  in  the  Jayawijaya 
regency  2,500  miles  east  of  Ja- 
karta, less  than  tour  hours 
after  the  Free  Papua  Move- 
ment (OPM)  and  the  ICRC 
broke  off  efforts  to  secure  the 
release  of  the  hostages.  The 
army  found  only  fresh, 
footprints. 

“Special  forces  teams  are 
now  in  pursuit  of  the  GPK.” 
Gen  Suyono  said,  using  the 
government's  acronym  for  all 


separatist  organisations  in 
Indonesia. 

The  government  has 
refused  to  negotiate  with  the 
rebels. 

Sources  say  the  rebels  num- 
ber about  20  and  are  armed 
with  guns.  Their  leaders,  Kel- 
ly Kwalik  and  Daniel  Kygoya, 
are  divided:  Mr  Kygoya  wants 
to  free  the  captives  but  has 

been  overruled  by  Mr  Kwalik, 

who  is  demanding  indepen- 
dence for  Irian  Jaya. 

Irian  Jaya,  formerly  the 
Dutch  colony  of  West  Papua, 
was  ceded  to  Indonesia  in  a 
United  Nations-sponsored 

deal  in  1963. 

Charles  Gray,  deputy  head 
of  mission  at  the  British  em- 
bassy in  Jakarta,  said:  “We 
[ are  In  extremely  close  touch 
with  the  Indonesians  over 
their  efforts  to  secure  the 
release  of  the  hostages."  He 
refused  to  speculate  how  long 
it  might  take  to  resolve  the 
crisis  or  say  whether  there 
were  still  any  British  security 
personnel  in  Irian  Jaya. 

The  British  defence  attache 
and  two  Scotland  Yard  hos- 
tage experts  have  been  in  the 
province  liaising  with  the 
Indonesians. 

The  four  Britons  are  Daniel 
Start,  aged  21,  William  Oates, 


22,  Annette  van  der  Kolk,  21, 
and  Anna  Mclvor,  20.  They 
were  on  a Cambridge  Univer- 
sity expedition  to  the  Lorentz 
nature  reserve  when  they 

were  seized  with  22  others  in- 
cluding two  Dutch  and  a Ger- 
man. The  German  and  14  In- 
donesians  have  been  released. 

htortha  Klein,  a Dutch  cap- 
tive, is  seven  months  preg- 
nant Sources  close  to  the 
resfu£said  last  week  that  she 
and  the  other  hostages  were 
in  as  good  in  health  as  can 
he  expected".  The  hunt  for  the 
kidnappers  is  hampered  by 
the  fact  Inan  Jaya  has  some 
of  the  world's  most  rugged 
terrain. 
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IjgQuydian  Wednesday  May  15 1996 

For  nine  days,  almost 

4,000  people  fleeing 

the  militia  war  in 
Liberia  were  adrift  at 
sea  on  dilapidated 
ships,  in  search  of 
sanctuary 

Their  plight  highlights 
the  growing  barriers 
encountered  by  those 
trying  to  escape  zones 
of  conflict  around  the 
world 


Liberian  refugees  crowd  the  decks  of  the  cargo  ship  Bulk  Challenge  as  it  sailed  from  the  capital  Monrovia  on  Sunday  with  3,000  refugees.  The  desperate 
people  preferred  their  chances  on  the  ill-equipped  ship,  which  had  almost  no  water,  than  risk  militia  violence  at  home  photograph  chah  matar 


Aid  agencies  fear 
mass  sea  exodus 


Magglo  CPKana 


INTERNATIONAL  aid 
agencies  are  preparing 
for  a mass  exodus  of  des- 
perate Liberians  and 
other  west  African  nationals 
living  in  Liberia,  after  thou- 
sands of  refugees,  fleeing  by 
sea  to  escape  the  wnim*  war, 
were  allowed  temporary 
refuge  in  neighbouring  states 
yesterday. 

Two  cargo  ships  were 
finally  allowed  to  land-  the 
Bulk  Challenge,  with  about 
3,000  on  board,  docked  in 
Ghana;  and  the  smaller  Vic- 
tory Reefer,  with  900  on 
board,  in  Sierra  Leone. 

Medics  mW  those  disem- 
barking were  delirious  from 
sunstroke,  dehydrated  and 
weakened  by  outbreaks  at 
malaria  and  measles.  .The  Li- 
berians, including  hundreds 
of  children,  had  opted  tor  the 
sun-baked  steel  decks  of  the 
ships  — which  had  virtually 
no  water  — rather  than  risk 
staying  in  Liberia. 

A Mfedecius  Sans  Fron- 
tidres  official  said:  "There 
could  be  a mass  exodus.  That 
is  what  all  the  agencies  are 
preparing  for.  We  don’t  know 
if  the  news  that  this  first  exo- 
dus has  been  a half  success 
will  send  a signal  to  the 
people  left  behind  that  it's 
worth  trying  to  get  out." 

Ghana  and  Sierra  Leone 
allowed  the  ships  to  dock 
after  days  of  negotiations.  In- 
ternational pressure  and 
promises  of  foreign  funds 
finally  led  to  both  govern- 
ments agreeing  to  allow  the 
desperate  passengers,  who 
had  rioted  on  one  'ship,  to 
land. 

Medietas  Sans  Frantidres 
reported  three  deaths  on  the 
Bulk  Challenge.  Three  of  the 
agency's  doctors  who  man- 
aged to  board' the  ship  have 
treated  hundreds  for  malaria, 
and  diarrhoea.  The 
single  crew  toilet  was  broken 
and  the  passengers  were 
forced  to  defecate  on  deck. 

"These  are  not  passenger 
ships."  said  Anne-Marie 
Huby  of  MSdiclns  Sans  Fron- 
tferes.  “They  have  few  facili- 
ties tor  human  beings,  hi  the 
beginning  people  tried  to  stay 
out  of  the  sun.  but  the  cargo 
holds  just  got  too  hot  and  they 
haH  to  scramble  out  on  to  the 
decks.  People  are  delirious 
from  sunstrbke  and  as  well  as 


the  three  deaths  there  have 
been  numbers  of  pregnant 
women  who  need  treatment 
for  dehydration.” 

Fears  that  this  could  be  the 
beginning  of  a bigger  fligit  by 
Liberians  were  heightened 
when  witnesses  in  the  capital, 
Monrovia,  reported  thou- 
sands of  people  massing  at  toe 
harbour  yesterday  to  try  to 
board  another  cargo  ship. 

The  harbour  was  cordoned 
off,  but  it  was  unclear 
whether  people  would  be  held 
back  permanently . 

Anne  Leniel,  the  deputy  co- 
ordinator of  M&decins  Sana 
Fronfidres  in  Ivory  Coast, 
who  is  in  radio  contact  with 
agency's  doctors  treating  toe 
refugees,  said  one  of  the  big- 
gest problems  tor  toe  medics 
was  that  desperate  people  had 
been  trying  to  drink  sea 
water  on  the^hip.- 

“Tilings  got  even  more  com- 
plicated because  that  caused 


more  sickness,  vomiting  and 
dehydration,”  she  said. 

Last  night  at  the  Ghanaian 
port  of  Takoradi  there  was  no 
sign  of  previous  days*  rioting 
for  food  and  scramble  for 
water.  “People  are  so  ex- 
hausted that  it’s  all  happen- 
ing very  very  quietly,"  said 
Mbdecins  Sans  Frontifere’s 
French  office  In  Ivory  Coast’s 


capital  Abidjan.  "All  the 
people  have  disembarked  and 
are  being  screened  by  the 
Ghanaians  now.  They  were 
scattered  around  various 
Camps.” 

Victory  Reefer,  the  figbing 
boat  allowed  to  dock  in  Free- 
town, capital  of  Sierra  Leone, 
had  been  at  sea  for  seven  days 
with  600  adults  and  300  chil- 
dren on  board.  Most  of  them 
were  originally  from  Sierra 
Leone,  but  living  in  Liberia. 

It  was  less  crowded,  but  a 
M&decins  Sans  Fronti&res 
mpTpn  to  its  London  office 
reported  that  “everything  is  a 
mess,  the  people  are 
desperate". 

For  four  days,  aid  ngnnnfrw 
supplied  water  to  the  refugees 
while  military  and  police 
boarded  and  initially  ordered 
tin*  chip's  captain,  to  twice  toe 
ship  back  out  to  sea  from 
Freeport 

“It  became  clear  that  the 
commander  would  not  sailL 
People  started  fighting  tor 
every  food  item  that  came  on 
to  the  ship  and  we  also  pro- 
vided oral  rehydration.  Two 
sick  people  were  taken  off  toe 
ship.  On  Sunday  we  treated  20 
people  far  malaria  and  a total 
of  50  people  for  fever  and  mea- 
sles. On  Monday  we  treated 
100  people,”  the  memo  said. 


Exodus  from  Monrovia 


@ May  14:  Ghana  agrees  to  • 
accept  3P0Q  refugees  on  Bulk 
Chatenge.  Passengers  taker 
ashore  Takoradi  pod. 

May  12-13:  Ship  atoned  into 
Tatorad  tntee  duo  to  technical 
problems  and  need  for  supptos,  but 
then  sent  out  of  port.  Thee  people 
reported  deed 

May  8:  SWp  rejected  by  Ivory  Coeat 
after  leaving  Monrovia  on  May  5. 


® May  14:  Tito  fishing  boat 
Victory  Reefer,  with  900 
refugees  aboard , allowed  into 
Freetown. 

@ May  13-14: 3P00  people  try  to 
board  a freighter  saffing  from 
Monrovia  to  Guinea. 


Refugees  from  Lfeerfa 


Tough  German  refuge  laws  upheld 


Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn 


G; 


ERMANY'S  highest 
court  yesterday  upheld 
tougher  asylum  laws 
aimed  at  defusing  neo-Nazi 
violence  and  curbing  the 
numbers  of  foreigners 
shelter  here.  But  it 
ordered  toe  government  to 
relax  some  elements  of  toe 
controversial  1993  law. 

The  constitutional  court, 
replying  to  five  test  cases 
brought  by  tailed  asylum- 
seekers  who  fear  being  perse- 
cuted if  they  are  sent  home, 
ruled  that  the  law  introduced 
by  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl’s 
government  was  not 
unconstitutional 
The  law  ended  Germany’s 
open-door  policy  for  asylum- 
seekers  — a guarantee  writ- 
ten into  its  post-war  constitu- 
tion as  atonement  for  Nazi 
racial  persecution.  The  policy 
attracted  438,000  would-be  im- 
migrants a year. 


Although  Germany  remains 
by  tar  the  biggest  absorber  of 
asylum-seekers  in  western 
Europe,  the  law  introduced  a 
number  of  obstacles  which 
have  resulted  in  a huge  drop 
in  toe  numbers  applying  for 
reftige. 

Last  year  there  were  fewer 
than  a third  of  the  asylum  ap- 
plications made  in  1992. 
There  has  also  been  a sharp 
tall  in  the  anti-foreigner  vio- 
lence by  rightwing  extremists 
which  surged  after  reunifica- 
tion in  1990. 

Under  the  old  laws,  only 
about  4 per  cent  of  asylum  ap- 
plications were  granted,  but 
the  cost  of  putting  up  refugees 
during  lengthy  appeals  cre- 
ated a huge  welfare  burden. 

Widespread  resentment, 
stoked  by  anti-foreigner  par- 
ties, contributed  to  a wave  of 
racist  and  neo-Nazi  violence 
which  culminated  in  the  mur- 
der of  five  Turks  in  Solingen 
days  after  the  new  law  was 
passed. 


The  constitutional  court 
ruling  ramp  as  a relief  to  toe 
government  Chancellor  Kohl 
said  be  was  "very  satisfied” 
and  the  opposition  Social 
Democrats  said  the  verdict 
was  “balanced”. 

Refugee  agencies  were  criti- 
cal Judith  Kumin,  the  repre- 
sentative in  Bonn  of  the 
United  Nations  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Refugees,  said  the 
ruling  would  have  “a  serious 
and  extensive  impact  on  inter- 
national refugee  protection, 
since  Germany  is  the  most  im- 
asylum  country  in 


“The  UNHCR  is  disap- 
pointed,” she  said. 

The  most  contentious  part 
of  toe  law  is  the  provision  for 
deporting  asylum-seekers  to 
“safe”  third  countries  — 
meaning  a non-native  country 
or  countries  the  asylum- 
seeker  has  passed  through  en 
route  to  Germany. 

The  court  ruled  that  such 
deportations  were  permissi- 


ble. but  ordered  toe  govern- 
ment to  prevent  abuse  of  this 
provision  to  avoid  “chain 
deportations”. 

"The  ruling  on  third 
countries  is  the  most  restric- 
tive in  western  Europe.”  a 
spokesman  for  Amnesty  In- 
ternational said. 

Ms  Kumin  said  the  court 
had  ignored  pleas  for  asylum- 
seekers  to  be  allowed  to  con- 
test on  a case-by-case  basis 
the  alleged  safety  of  third 
countries. 

“The  asylum-seeker,  de- 
ported from  Germany  into  so- 
called  safe  third  countries, 
often  has  problems  there 
gaining  access  to  a refugee 
status  procedure.” 

The  court  ruled  that 
asylum-seekers  arriving  by 
air  may  stay  for  seven  days 
and  be  guaranteed  access  to 
legal  advice.  At  present  they 
can  be  deported  to  third 
countries  from  airport  deten- 
tion centres  within  three 
days. 


Vietnamese  flown  home 


AP  In  Hong  Kong 
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Hong  Kong  govern- 
ment flew  home  118 
Vietnamese  asylum- 
seekers  yesterday,  stepping 
up  its  deportation  of  boat 
people. 

The  78  adults  and  42  chil- 
dren were  the  first  to  go 
under  an  accelerated  pro- 
gramme to  send  home  600 
Vietnamese  in  the  next  two 
weeks.  Their  deportation  was 
the  first  since  Friday's  mass 
breakout  by  up  to  120  Inmates 
of  toe  Whitehead  detention 
centre,  91  of  whom  have  been 
recaptured. 

Nearly  1,000  police  and 
prison  officers  searched 
Whitehead  yesterday  and  ar- 
rested 22  adults  and  13  juve- 
niles allegedly  involved  in  the 
riots  that  accompanied  toe 
breakout  Hong  Kong  radio 
said  2,437  homemade  weapons 
seized.  It  did  not  de- 
scribe them,  but  those  seen 
during  toe  riots  were  mostly 
spears  and  dubs. 

About  300  Vietnamese 
climbed  on  rooftops  in  pro- 
test, but  descended  peacefully 
when  the  search  ended,  the 
radio  said. 

The  police  fired  about  2,000 
rounds  of  tear  gas  during  the 
weekend,  and  said  the  rioters 
burned  53  cars  and  26  huts. 
They  said  48  security  officers 


World  news  in  brief 


De  Klerk’s 
party  quits  in 
provinces 

MSbQUTH  AFRICA’S  opposi- 
National  Party  said 
yesterday  it  would  leave  eight 
of  the  country's  nine  provin- 
cial cabinets,  remaining  only 
in  the  Western  Cape  adminis- 
tration, where  it  has  a 


fe  are  not  leaving'  out  of 
>r.  We  are  leaving  out  of 
iciple,”  said  F.  W.  de 
k,  ton  party  leader.  .Tt 
tins  toe  NP*S  firm  post- 
font,  we  need,  centrally 
in  each  .province,  a cap- 


party  announced  last 
that  it  was  withdrawing 
President  Mandela’s 
government  because 
sw  constitution  did  not 
ich  consensus  govem- 
The  government  bad 
[ue  to  last  until  1999.. 

De  Klerk  said  toe  party 
stay  in  toe  Western 


ra2ulu-Natal 
unity’  if  toe 
constitution, 

jvisfon  for  a 
ing  niecha- 


Moscow  confirms  British  ‘spies’  will  have  to  go 


RUSSIA’S  foreign  minis- 
try said  yesterday  that 
Moscow,  stood  by  its  deci- 
sion to  expel  the  British 
diplomats  it  accuses  of  op- 
erating a spy  ring  in  Rus- 
sia. ft  declined  to  say  when 
the  envoys  would  leave. 

“The.  decisions  taken 
fiwnain  in  force  and  we  are 
toxplementing  them  through 
diplomatic  channels.”  Gri- 


gory Karastn,  a ministry 
spokesman,  said. 

Russia’s  Federal  Security 
Service  ordered  nine  Brit- 
ish diplomats  to  leave  a 
week  ago.  Mr  Karasto  said 
he  believed  no  official  fig- 
ures of  those  to  be  expelled 
had  been  released-  . 

Apparently  keen  to  avoid 
harming  Russian-Brlti8h 
relations,  be  played  down 


the  incident.  “The  situation 
should  not  be  dramatised 
...  It  is  a typical  action  by 
special  services  ensuring 
the  security  of  their 
country  and  people.” 

He  added:  “We  want  to 
underline  our  desire  that 
the  incident  should  not  in- 
fluence successfully  devel- 
oping Rnssian-Brttish  rela- 
tions.”— Reuter. 


Panama  starts 
amnesty  row 

Amnesty  International  and 
other  human  rights  groups 
have  condemned  a plan  by 
Panama's  ruling  Democratic 
Revolutionary  Party  to  par- 
don nearly  1,000  of  the  worst 
human  rights  offenders  dur- 
ing the  dictatorship  of  Gei t 
eral  Manuel  Antonio  Noriega. 

The  measure  is  part  c£  an 
effort  by  the  party,  which  Got 
Noriega  once  controlled,  to 
cleanse  the  records  of  some  of 
its  most  prominent,  support- 
ers-^ New  York  Times.  • 

Coalition  verdict 

Turkey’s  constitutional  court 
said  yesterday  that  toe  confi- 


dence vote  won  by  the’  new 
ntwn-nmant  in  March  was  in- 
valid, but  ruled  that  the  shaky 
coalition  should  remain  in 
place.  — Reuter. 

Surf’s  up  again 

France’s  top  Internet  provid- 
ers ended  an  eight-day  strike 
yesterday  after  toe  telecom- 
munications minister,  Fran- 
cois FiHon,  said  they  could 
not  be  blamed  far  child  por- 
nography. The  Association  of 
French  Internet  Professionals 
want  to  fores  a legal  debate  on 
who. is  responsible  for  flHrft 
material — AP.. 

Recorder  found 

United  States  federal  safety 
experts  dried  out  a muddy 
flight  recorder  and  began  ana- 


lysing the  data  yesterday  after 
a diver  stumbled  on  it  in  toe 
wreckage  of  Saturday’s  Valn- 
Jet  crash  in  the  Florida  Ever- 
glades which  kflled  all  109  on 
board. — Reuter. 

UN  expert  quits 

Yozo  Yokota,  the  United 
Nations  human  rights  expert 
investigating  violations  in 
Burma,  has  quit  because  of 
constant  battle  tor  funds  for 

his  work,  a UN  spokesman 
said  yesterday.  — AP. 

Arafat  visit 

Yasser  Azatat,  the  Palestinian 
.leader,  is  to  visit  London  on 
June  34  for  meetings  with 
John  Major  and  other  politi- 
cal leaders,  it  was  announced 
in  London  yesterday - 


and  three  Vietnamese  were 
injured. 

Yesterday’s  deportees  came 
to  Hong  Kong  from  northern 
Vietnam,  mostly  in  1988  and 
1989,  a government  statement 
said.  They  were  not  involved 
in  the  disturbances. 

Deportations  are  dosed  to 
the  media  on  tha  grounds  that 
they  have  become  routine.  A 
report  by  two  charity  workers 
appointed  to  observe  the  oper- 
ation said  two  people  were 
handcuffed  but  there  was  no 
serious  resistance. 

Hong  Kong  has  deported 
2,640  Vietnamese  asyium- 
seekere  since  November  1991, 


and  thousands  more  have 
returned  voluntarily. 

The  17,500  in  Hong  Kong’s 
camps  were  among  those  who 
began  fleeing  Vietnam  after 
the  US-backed  South  Vietnam 
regime  was  defeated  by  the 
Communist  North  in  1975. 

The  government  says  they 
are  not  political  refugees  but 
economic  migrants  who 
should  go  home.  Many  of 
them  have  spent  years  in  the 
camps,  refusing  cash  incen- 
tives to  return. 

Hang  Kong  is  anxious  to 
close  the  camps  before  the  col- 
ony returns  to  Chinese  rule  in 
1997. 


to  exile:  An  old  man  in  a 
Hong  Kong  refugee  camp 


Africa 
hardens 
heart  on 
asylum 


Owen  Ponwatt  Jones 
in  Geneva 


R! 


EFUGEES  fleeing  con- 
flicts around  the 
world  are  having  in- 
creased difficulty  in  finding 
asylum,  according  to  offi- 
cials of  the  United  Nations 
High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees. 

“The  concept  of  asylum 
has  been  coming  under  in- 
creasing strain  in  recent 
years,  both  in  the  devel- 
oped and  the  devloping 
world,”  said  Rnpert  Col- 
ville of  the  UNHCR. 

The  3,000  people  fleeing 
Liberia  on  the  Bulk  Chal- 
lenge were  allowed  into 
Ghana  yesterday  only  after 
Accra  received  guarantees 
that  the  international  com- 
munity would  provide 
money  for  their  care.  Be- 
fore that,  the  Liberians  and 
others  on  board  had  been 
turned  away  by  the  Ivory 
Coast,  which  has  tradition- 
ally been  tolerant  towards 
refugees. 

Elsewhere  in  Africa,  bar- 
riers are  going  up.  Since 
the  flight  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Rwandans 
during  the  1994  massacres. 
Tanzania  — which  for  the 
past  30  years  has  taken  in 
refugees  from  Burundi, 
Uganda  and  Mozambique  — 
has  become  more  resistant, 
its  citizens  complaining  of 
Increased  robbery  and  en- 
vironmental damage  be- 
cause of  the  refugees. 

Fernando  Del  Man  do,  an 
Africa  specialist  at  the  UN, 
said  the  continent  had  a 
reputation  for  being  the 
most  welcoming  in  the 
world  towards  refugees. 

“In  the  last  year  the 
asylum  regime  throughout 
Africa  has  suffered  great 
setbacks  for  the  first  time.” 

A similar  hardening  of  at- 
titudes has  been  apparent 
in  Europe.  From  the  first 
days  of  the  conflict  in  for- 
mer Yugoslavia  west  Euro- 
pean countries  imposed 
strict  visa  regimes  for  Bos- 
nians. Most  who  excaped 
their  country  denied  for- 
mal refugee  status  but 
given  “temporary  protec- 
tion”, without  employment 
or  social  benefits  rights. 

Some  European  states, 
such  as  France,  have  de- 
vised other  ways  of  restrict- 
ing asylum-seekers.  Paris 
now  says  it  will  only  offer 
asylum  to  those  fleeing  per- 
secution by  a government. 
Algerian  journalists,  hun- 
dreds of  whom  have  al- 
ready been  killed  by  Islam- 
ist extremists,  have  been 
denied  asylum. 

But  while  they  are  reluc- 
tant to  let  refugees  in. 
Western  capitals  spend 
nearly  £10  billion  a year  to 
ensure  that  they  are  looked 
after  in  camps  close  to  their 
homes.  The  main  concern 
seems  to  be  to  ensure  that 
they  are  kept  off  the  televi- 
sion screens  and  away  from 
western  Europe  Itself. 


Martin  Wooflacott,  page  ® 
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Now  We*re  Talking  Pensions 

0800  828  525 

Lines  open  8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Friday  | Quote  ret  CU5l] 


Colonial, 


Past  performance  is  not  necessarily  a guide  to  the  future.  The  value  of  investments  can  go  down  as  well  as  up,  and  is  not  guaranteed. 
Colonial  Direct  represents  the  Colonial  Mutual  Marketing  Croup  which  1$  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and  Is  bound  by  it's  rules. 
We  can  advise  you  only  on  our  products.  Pension  plans  are  provided  by  The  Colonial  Mutual  Life  Assurance  Sodety  Limited.  Full  written  details  are 
available  from  the  address  below.  For  your  added  security  all  telephone  calls  will  be  recorded  and  the  recording  kept  secure. 

Colonial  Direct,  Colonial  Mutual  House,  Chatham  Maritime.  Kent,  ME4  4YY. 
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A bomb  in  the  laboratory 


The  forensic  service  has  cut  too  many  corners 


THEY  are  meant  to  be  an  elite  — "by  normal  standards,  the  amount  of 
scientists  who  can  identify  evidence  explosive  detected  was  tiny  but  never- 
which  cannot  be  seen  by  the  naked  eye.  theless  it  should  not  have  been  there.” 


Yet  once  more  the  forensic  sendee  is 
wracked  by  scandal.  First  there  was  Dr 
Frank  Skuse,  the  forensic  scientist  who 
helped  convict  the  Birmingham  Six, 
who  was  forced  to  resign  by  the  Horae 
Office  in  1385  on  the  grounds  of  “lim- 
ited efficiency".  Then  there  were  the 
Maguire  Seven,  whose  convictions 
were  quashed  when  even  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  concluded  that 
the  forensic  evidence  on  which  the 
convictions  were  based,  was  unsafe  and 
unsatisfactory:  the  first  tests  for  traces 
of  nitroglycerine  were  conducted  by  an 
18-vear-old  trainee  and  a second  confir- 
matory test  which  proved  negative  was 
never  disclosed  to  the  court.  Now  the 
service  has  disclosed  that  a high-tech 
military  laboratory  which  it  has  been 
using  for  explosive  traces  tests  could 
have  been  operating  an  already  contam- 
inated machine  for  seven  years.  It  beg- 
gars belief.  The  Home  Secretary  con- 
ceded yesterday  that  evidence  from  the 
Forensic  Explosives  Laboratory,  which 
has  carried  out  all  forensic  tests  on 
terrorist  bombings  since  1989,  could 
have  been  used  in  about  12  cases  which 
resulted  in  convictions.  These  cases 


theless  it  should  not  have  been  there.” 
Naturally,  the  Home  Secretary  believed 
the  chance  of  the  machine  contaminat- 
ing evidence  was  only  “a  small  theoreti- 
cal possibility"  but  even  he  has  recog- 
nised that  expert  independent 
assessment  will  be  needed.  He  has 
called  in  the  Professor  of  Forensic 
Science  at  Strathclyde  University, 
Brian  Caddy,  to  assess  and  report  on 
the  likelihood  of  contamination.  Just 
why  the  laboratory  took  seven  years  to 
discover  the  contamination  was  not 
explained  by  the  Home  Secretary.  Ex- 
perts at  the  laboratory  privately  admit- 
ted yesterday  that  although  regular 
checks  were  made  of  work  surfaces  and 
floors,  it  had  never  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  test  the  equipment  itself.  Even  a 
Mrs  Mop  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
that  explanation. 

This  latest  blow  to  the  forensic  ser- 
vice has  links  with  earlier  scandals. 
The  centrifuge  was  bought  in  the  same 
year  that  the  all-party  Commons  Select 
Committee  on  Home  Affairs  concluded 
that  the  service  was  over-worked, 
under-funded  and  suffering  from  unpre- 
cedently  low  morale.  The  call  in  1989 
was  for  a more  independent  forensic 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  Euro-exoress  rolls  on  A volley  of  gunfire  over  Labour 

B 1 w 1 WB1^  1 proposal  to  control  firearms 


ALAN  Simpson  and 
Colin  Hines  (Banking 
on  failure?.  Arena,  May 
13)  think  the  spectre  of  a 
single  currency  leaves  some- 
thing to  be  desired.  They 
single  out  the  Maastricht  cri- 
teria of  a 3 per  cent  limit  on 


will  be  independently  examined  to  see  service,  available  to  both  defence  and 


whether  the  evidence  could  have  been 
affected  by  the  contamination.  The  IRA 
could  hardly  have  dreamed  of  a better 
propaganda  coup. 

Yesterday's  statement  from  the  Home 
Secretary  raises  far  more  questions 
than  it  answers.  He  reported  that  traces 
of  the  explosive  RDX  — a substance 
found  in  Semtex  — were  discovered  by 
accident  in  a centrifuge,  a crucial  piece 


prosecution  — a call  which  was  echoed 
by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Criminal 
Justice  in  1993.  The  defence  does  have 
more  access  than  in  1989  but  the  ser- 
vice, which  has  agency  status,  remains 
firmly  under  the  control  of  the  Home 
Office.  The  under-funding  of  which  MPs 
complained  in  1989  continues  with  the 
service’s  seven  laboratories  due  to  be 
reduced  to  four.  Forensic  science  is  an 


years  ago.  May  1994,  giving  a 
6.32  per  cent  annual  devalua- 
tion over  the  period.  Or  four 
years  ago,  in  the  heady  stun1 
mer  after  the  last  general 
election,  2J35  DM,  a compound 
devaluation  of  6.42  per  cent 
In  the  spring  of  1989,  it 


ideal  can  agree  on  a single 
financial  policy.  , 

Glenn  Little. 

33  Wycliffe  Road. 

Northampton  NN1 5JQ, 


proposal  to  con 

I HAVE  been  involved  in 


and  use,  and  registration  sys- 


I competitive  pistol  shooting  terns  will  do  little  to  solve 
for  three  years.  I represent  them.  Unless  sentencing  poli- 


AW  DRURY  said  (Letters, 
May  13)  that  before  sub- 


public borrowing  as  a propor-  stood  at  3.30  DM,  giving  a de- 


tion  of  GDP  for  special  com- 
ment as  an  obvious  eviL 
But  is  it  really  so  bad?  That 
3 per  cent  figure  wasn’t 
picked  out  of  a hat  If  a mem- 


#l%May  13)  that  before  sub- 
mitting to  a second  currency 


valuation  of  5.11  per  cent  per  reform  he  wants  '‘at  least 


annum.  Whereas  at  Christ- 
mas. 1971,  I as  a student 
bought  a pound  for  8.32  DM, 
compound  5.39  per  cent 


ber  state  grows  on  average  at  annual  devaluation. 


of  machinery  used  in  the  analysis  of  expensive  business.  It  needs  care  and 


bomb  case  evidence.  The  machine  had 
been  bought  second-hand  in  1989.  Offi- 
cials have  been  unable  to  trace  its 
origins.  In  the  understatement  of  the 


year.  Michael  Howard  explained  that  jury. 


attention.  The  scientists  in  the  Forensic 
Explosives  Laboratory  were  dearly  cut- 
ting corners.  If  you  cannot  keep  a dean 
lab,  you  are  never  going  to  convince  a 


Why  MPs  should  kick  bad  habits 

Genuine  parliamentary  reform  will  restore  public  confidence 


THOUGH  sometimes  highly  technical, 
the  reform  of  Parliament  is  not  in  the 
end  a technical  issue  at  all  It  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  need  to  reconstruct  public 
confidence  in  our  representative  insti- 
tutions. It  is  about  giving  people  the 
confidence  that  a good  and  honest  job  is 
being  done.  Tomorrow,  Lord  Nolan 
publishes  his  second  report  on  stan- 
dards in  public  life,  another  crucial 


is  right  that  procedural  changes  could 
also  take  the  yahoo  factor  out  of  these 
occasions.  Her  pledge  to  alter  "the 
whole  nature  and  tone”  of  Question 
Time  during  the  next  Parliament  can- 
not come  too  soon. 

Yet  Parliament  is  primarily  a legisla- 
tive assembly.  Certainly  it  produces  too 
many  laws  — eighteen  Education  Acts 
in  17  years  is  a disgraceful  record  — 


a pleasant  2.5  per  cent,  then  to 
stick  to  the  Maastricht  condi- 
tion of  a 60  per  cent  debt-to- 
GDP  ratio  (a  bit  more  than 
the  current  UK  figure  which 
is  around  50  per  cent)  we  need 
a PSBR  of  around  1.3  per  cent 
With  modest  inflation  of  2.5 
per  cent  we  can  relax  this  a 
bit  as  inflation  erodes  the 
value  of  debt  to  3 per  cent  as 
it  happens. 

So  if  Simpson  and  Hines 
and  the  50  Labour  MPs  think 
3 per  cent  is  too  low,  they 
either  mean  the  national  debt 
should  be  greater  than  60  per 
cent  of  GDP.  or  they  think  2.5 
per  cent  inflation  is  too  low. 
Which  one  is  it  then? 

(Prof)  Simon  Price. 
Department  of  Economics, 
City  University, 

Northampton  Square, 

London  EC1V0HB. 


So  maybe  you  are  right  in 
terms  of  devaluation  against 
the  DM,  the  last  two  years 
don't  really  stand  out  so  very 
much,  but  as  a period  of  sta- 
bility they  were  truly 
remarkable. 

Thomas  Sippel-Dau. 

4 St  Andrews  Mansions, 

St  Andrews  Road.  ; 

London  W14  9SU. 


some  reciprocal  harmonisa- 
tion from  our  European 
partners”. 

While  in  Britain  we  com-  j 
plain  about  having  to  buy  a 


Wiltshire  at  county  level  and 
harbour  a desire  to  represent 
my  country  by  the  year  2000. 
The  Labour  Party’s  proposed 
legislation  to  outlaw  all  hand- 
guns other  than  those  capable 
of  firing  a single  round  of  .22 
calibre  ammunition  (Log- 
books for  gun  owners  pro- 
posed by  Straw,  May  14)  will 
put  an  end  to  such  plans. 

Jack  Straw  is  extremely 


can  of  a soft  drink  measured  myopic  to  assume  that  fire- 


thes  for  ownership,  carrying 
and  use  of  unregistered  guns 
are  seen  to  be  a sufficient  de- 
terrent then  firearms  crimes 
will  continue  unabated. 

Useful  starting  points  for 
testing  of  the  effectiveness  of 
deterrence  sentences  could  be 
minimum  non-parale  sen- 
tences of  five  years  for  illegal 
ownership.  10  years  for  carry- 
ing, and  20  years  for  use. 

A serious  start  has  to  be 


in  grams  rather  than  fluid  arms  cannot  be  enjoyed  for  made  somewhere  to  stop  the 


use  of  firearms  by  criminals. 
Unless  the  politicians  are 


ounces,  our  partners  on  main-  sporting  purposes.  Would  he  use  of  firearms  by  criminals, 
land  Europe  are  in  school,  consider  extending  the  pro-  Unless  the  politicians  are 
learning  the  international  posed  ban  to  encompass  other  seen  to  act  positively,  the  pub- 
language  of  business  — sports  such  as  rifle  shooting,  lie  cry  for  capital  punishment 
English.  javelin  and  archery?  My  gra-  for  the  most  serious  firearms 


English. 


What  outcry  would  ensue  if  vest  concern  is  that  the 


we  were  told  that  to  conduct 
business  in  Europe  we  had  to 
learn  the  language  of  our  con- 


Labour  Party  is  seeking  a irresistible, 
cheap,  quick-win  solution  by  John  Storey, 
“banning  the  guns”.  I am  Bury  Road, 


offences  may  well  become 
irresistible. 


IF  Colin  Matthews  (Letters. 
May  10)  thinks  we  haven't 


tinental  partners?  It's  about  Fearful  that  the  party  Is  dem- 


time  that  we  realised  that  the 
European  Union  is  not  a con- 
spiracy to  humiliate  the  UK, 


■May  10)  thinks  we  haven’t  European  Union  is  m 
given  any  thought  to  the  spiracy  to  humiliate 
wider  issues  of  monetary  but  an  attempt  at  com 
union,  maybe  he  would  like  to  that  often  benefits  us. 
comment  on  the  following.  TimMcKane. 
Monetary  union  means  more  6 Willesden  Park, 
centralisation  of  power.  Belfast  BT9  5GX. 

If  you  have  one  currency 
you  must  also  have  one  set  of  A RE  Ernest  Wistr 
financial  levers  (interest  #%his  European  M< 
rates,  etc).  We  cannot  have  15  (Letters,  May  11),  wi 


onstrating  to  the  public  that  it 
is  not  prepared  to  tackle  foe 
much  more  complex  issue  of ; 


Edenfield,  Bury, 
Lancashire  BL0. 


but  an  attempt  at  compromise  why  someone  such  as  Thomas 
that  often  benefits  us.  Hamilton  commits  such  an 


(USED  to  be  an  enthusiastic 
handgun  shooter  and  rep  re- 


AH 


Kane.  outrage  as  Dunblane, 

ien  Park.  The  proposed  legislation 

JT95GX.  will  not  prevent  future  kill- 

ings, whether  with  a firearm, 
Ernest  Wistrich  and  a bread-knife,  or  a seven  iron. 
European  Movement  Misguided  legislation  will  not 


YOUR  leader  (May 
claims:  "For  the  past  1 


■ claims:  "For  the  past  two  power,  probably  to  a central 
years  the  pound  has  been  bank. 


part  of  the  same  continuing  process  of  and  the  process  is  too  confrontational 


remarkably  stable  against  the 
Deutschmark".  Maybe  we 
have  diverging  concepts  of 
stability.  On  that  day,  the 
pound  bought  2.30  DM.  So  ! 
let's  take  that  as  a base  value. 


reconstruction.  Yesterday  the  Labour 
Party  published  its  proposals  for  proce- 
dural reform  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Though  there  is  no  direct  overlap  be- 
tween the  contents  of  the  two  initia- 
tives, both  have  to  be  seen  as  part  of  the 
same  process,  cleaning  up  British  poli- 
tics for  the  21st  century. 

Announcing  her  plans  yesterday. 


and  insufficiently  ameliorative.  There 
is  no  other  answer  except  to  produce 
fewer  bills  and  allow  more  discussion  of 
them.  Mrs  Taylor’s  endorsement  of  a 
pre-legislative  consultation  period,  and 
her  support  for  so-called  "roll-over" 
procedures  (allowing  bills  to  be  carried 
over  from  one  session  to  the  next)  are 
not  only  welcome  answers  to  this  prob- 


was  around  2.60  DM 


financial  levers  (interest  ^^his  European  Movement  Misguided  legislation  will  not 
rates,  etc).  We  cannot  have  15  (Letters,  May  n),  with  their  reduce  armed  robbery  or 
countries  with  one  currency  "intense  information  cam-  terrorist  activity, 
and  15  interest-rate  policies,  paign".  by  any  chance  related  EWBnresh. 

This  means  centralisation  of  to  the  European  Movement  Salisbury, 
power,  probably  to  a central  which  assured  the  electorate  Wiltshire, 
bank.  in  1974  that  a vote  for  the  EEC 

I do  not  favour  an  unelected  was  a vote  only  for  a trade  1 F GUN  control  comes  about 
central  bank  foil  of  monetar-  relationship,  and  that  there  I from  Labour’s  proposals  or 
ists  enforcing  a perpetual  eco-  was  no  intention  whatsoever  in  knee-jerk  action  by  the 
nomic  orthodoxy,  and  I do  not  of  moving  towards  European  Government,  this  would 
believe  that  15  countries  with  Union?  mainly  address  the  questions 

varying  economic  strengths  A Calvert  of  the  legal  ownership  and 

and  with  varying  degrees  of  127  Cornwallis  Avenue.  use  of  guns.  Far  more  serious 

enthusiasm  for  the  European  Aylesham.  Kent  are  their  illegal  ownership 


I do  not  favour  an  unelected 
central  bank  foil  of  monetar- 
ists enforcing  a perpetual  eco- 
nomic orthodoxy,  and  I do  not 
believe  that  15  countries  with 
varying  economic  strengths 


IF  GUN  control  comes  about 
from  Labour’s  proposals  or 


If  I remember  correctly,  it  I and  with  varying  degrees  of 


enthusiasm  for  the  European 


Ifrom  Labour’s  proposals  or 
in  knee-jerk  action  by  the 
Government,  this  would 
mainly  address  the  questions 
of  the  legal  ownership  and 
use  of  guns.  Far  more  serious 
are  their  illegal  ownership  | 


I handgun  shooter  and  repre- 
sented the  UK  in  international 
competition  using  a semi- 
automatic multi-shot  weapon. 
Yet  I can  see  no  logical  reason 
for  any  private  Individual  to 
own  a handgun  Labour's  sug- 
gestion of  allowing  individ- 
uals to  have  only  32.  single- 
shot  pistols  is  reasonable  and 
sustainable. 

Once  upon  a time  most  boys 
played  with  toy  guns  but  the 
majority  grew  out  of  it  It  is 
time  the  shooting  community 
also  grew  up,  realised  that 
handguns  are  an  unacceptable 
risk  and  accepted  a total  ban. 
Mike  Humphrey. 

Genesta  Road, 

Westcliff  on  Sea, 

Essex  SS0. 


Bad  behaviour 


Labour’s  Ann  Taylor  showed  a welcome  lem,  but  would  help  to  offset  some  of  the 


awareness  of  the  scale  of  the  task  and 
seriousness  of  the  context  Against  that 
background  it  may  seem  strange  that 
her  list  of  proposals  concentrated  first 
on  the  reform  of  Question  Time,  a part 
of  the  parliamentary  process  with  no 
bearing  whatever  on  parliament’s  os- 
tensible primary  function  of  legislation. 
Yet  Question  Time  reform  matters  be- 
cause it  is  Parliament’s  calling  card.  It 
is  the  bit  that  people  see  on  television, 
and  the  bit  by  which  they  judge  the 
whole.  Most  MPs  know  this  and  would 


i inevitable  problems  which  will  accom- 
pany Labour’s  heavy  legislative  pro- 
gramme of  constitutional  reform. 

In  the  end.  MPs  need  to  be  genuinely 
creative  about  using  parliamentary 
reform  to  restore  public  confidence  in 
their  proceedings.  That  confidence  will 
only  come  when  people  feel  instinc- 
tively sympathetic  to  what  they  see, 
hear  or  read  from  the  Chamber  or  from 
the  committee,  rooms.  That  will  not 
happen  while  MPs  keep  silly  hours, 
enjoy  excessive  holidays  or  use  such 


like  to  change  it.  The  simplest  way  of  obscure  language.  Parliamentarians 


doing  that  as  a restrained  and  con-  want  to  be  taken  seriously,  and  rightly. 


structive  Prime  Minister’s  Question  But  they  must  show  greater  urgency  in 


Time  yesterday  afternoon  exemplified, 
lies  in  MPs’  own  hands.  But  Mrs  Taylor 


abandoning  the  habits  which  do  so 
much  to  alienate  so  many  people. 


Not  only  did  it  hurt,  it  didn’t  work 

The  problem  with  the  new  Conservative  slogan  is  that  it  isn’t  true 


"YES  IT  hurt  Yes  it  worked."  say  the 
Conservative  Party’s  latest  Maurice 
Saatchi-inspired  pesters,  unveiled  ye$- 


It  would  be  easier  to  take  the  new 
Conservative  slogan  more  seriously  if  it 
were  true.  But  who  has  made  the  sacri- 


terday.  Let  us  hope  that  our  welcome  flees?  And  who  has  got  the  rewards? 


visitor  Jacques  Chirac  does  not  see 
them.  For  the  slogan  would  doubtless 
confirm  the  French  nation  in  its  long- 


Not  the  same  people  at  alL  There  is  not 
much  reward  for  the  longterm  jobless, 
the  homeless,  the  deceived  pensioners, 


1 A #HELE  covering  at  my 
VVschool  for  an  absent 
member  of  staff  I came  across 
a pupil  in  Year  7 who  is  be- 
coming un teachable.  Fortu- 
nately. we  have  a system 
whereby  such  pupils  can  be 
removed  from  the  classroom 
by  a senior  member  of  staff. 
This  boy.  only  12  and  slight, 
left  my  presence  with  this 
somewhat  chilling  message: 
"When  the  men  in  white  coats 
come  with  the  police  to  take 
me  away  for  murder  — it'll  be 
you  I’ve  murdered."  The  boy 
was  brought  back  shortly  be- 
fore the  lunchtime  bell,  by 
which  time  the  class  was 
being  supervised  by  another 
member  of  staff.  This  col- 
league found  his  behaviour 
equally  unacceptbale  and 
when  she  kept  him  behind  he 
began  throwing  chairs 
around  the  room. 

This  member  of  staff  and 
myself  are  both  young,  female 
and  under  5ft  2in.  In  normal 
circumstances  we  have  little 
or  no  trouble  even  with  big 
and  boisterous  16-year -olds. 
Yet  we  are  not  trained  social 
workers  or  educational  psy- 
chologists. It  is  time  local  au- 
thority panels  and  school  gov- 
ernors realised  that  there  are 
pupils  in  schools  who  simply 
cannot  be  taught  in  an  every- 
day classroom  situation. 

Name  and  address  supplied. 


yVPU-,1  JUSrSbRTOP  drifted  WTP 


Peter  Mandelson’s  interests 


I AM  yet  again  astonished  by 
the  Guardian  Diary’s  inabil- 


Ithe  Guardian  Diary’s  inabil- 
ity to  get  its  facts  straight  I 
would  be  grateful  if  you  would 


him  by  the  self-styled  media 
guru.  I hear  that  Mr  Mandel- 
son  has  no  time  for  John  Pres- 
cott. who  he  thinks  the 


point  out  to  your  Diary  staff  wrong  image.  I hear  that  Mr 
that  my  trip  to  South-East  Prescott  holds  little  regard  for 


Family  fortunes  on  the  box 


(MUST  rebut  Ros  Coward’s  and.  if  she’s  got  talent,  proba- 
suggestlon  (Thanks  for  the  biy  will  because  she’s  ab- 


■ suggestion  (Thanks  for  the 
cultural  capital,  Dad.  May  13) 


biy  will  because  she’s  ab- 
sorbed much  of  the  necessary 


Asia  was  properly  recorded  in 
the  Register  of  Members’  In- 
te  rests  on  the  day  I returned 
to  Britain  (April  16).  Sir  Gor- 
don Downey's  office  are  happy 
to  confirm  this  and  the  regis- 
tered entry  will  be  published 
in  the  normal  way. 

Peter  Mandelson  MP. 

House  of  Commons. 

London  SW1A  0AA. 


that  the  children  of  TV  people  technique  with  ber  cereaL  If 
become  TV  people  themselves  she’s  got  talent.  She  may  have 


be«use  of  the  who-they-know  been  pointed  towards  the  over  his  nibbishtoi  of  props'-  the  prize  starts"  a tier 
factor.  I rebut  it,  not  because  doors  to  knock  cm  — though  als  to  boost  public  expen di-  tfon  and  that  nnr 
our  daughter,  Samantha  Nor-  no  more  thanby  studying  the  tore.  I hear  that  leaders  grow^p’ 

BBC  or  Artiste  and  Writers'  has  not  spoken  to  Peter  Man-  Colin  Adkins.  ’ 
Ye^LB<£>k 7" but .behave me,  delson  for  18  months  because  55b Kingscourt Road, 
m tWs  hard  world,  she  won  t of  a supposed  vendetta  against  London  SW16  LLA* 


I HEAR  that  Robin  Cook  is 

angry  with  Gordon  Brown 


I angry  with  Gordon  Brown 
over  his  rubbishing  of  propos- 


Tony  Blair.  And  nobody 
seems  to  like  Harriet  Harman 
I am  just  an  active  Labour 
Party  member  who  attends 
meetings,  canvasses,  and 
gives  money  to  this  august 
body.  A preponderance  of 
career  politicians  and  the  ab- 
sence of  political  discourse 
has  allowed  a vacuum  in 
■which  this  infantile  type  of 
personality  politics  can  take 
root  Would  it  be  too  much  to 
ask  that  the  squabbling  over 


man.  "daughter  of  Barry  BBC  or  Artiste'  and  Writers’ 
(himself  son  of  Ealing  film  di-  Year  Book  — but  believe  me. 


rector  Leslie)",  was  men- 
tioned as  one  of  them,  but  be- 
cause Ms  Coward  upholds  a 
conspiracy  theory  where 
there  is  no  conspiracy. 

It  would  be  so  easy  if  there 
were.  There’d  have  been  a 
short  cut  to  the  years 
Samantha  and  her  sister*. 


get  inside  unless  she’s  more 
competent  than  the  next  girL 
The  hereditary  principle 
applies  all  over.  You'll  find 
generations  of  the  same  fam- 
ily on  the  stage  (the  Red- 
graves, the  Cusacks),  in  poli- 


jieaoers  grow  up? 
Colin  Adkins. 

55b  Kingscourt  Road, 
London  5W16  UA. 


A Country  Diary 


Emma,  spent  as  struggling  north-country  wrestling.  Ex 
freelance  journalists  learning  cept  in  north-country  wres 


their  trade.  I daresay  Emma  tling.  you  get  spattered  with  a 
Forbes,  Caron  Keating,  nicer  class  of  mud. 


\ A/HY  did  you  publish  the 
V V advertisement  “The  Mes- 


held  stereotype  about  les  rosbifs.  Even  or  the  prisoners  of  negative  equity.  And 


in  parity  politics,  it  seems,  there  is  an 
essential  place  for  le  vice  anglais. 

“Yes  it  hurt  Yes  it  worked"  is  a 
slogan  which  might  have  been  devised 
for  a This  England  column.  It  abso- 
lutely sums  up  an  English  upper-dass 
view  of  the  world.  It  is  the  slogan  of 
character-forming  cold  showers,  of 


it  is  bizarre  to  say  that  things  are 
working  when  British  Gas  can  blithely 
threaten  to  sack  10,000  people-  The  slo- 
gan’s subtext  calls  to  mind  the  irony  of 
the  wartime  poster  which  exhorted: 
Your  sacrifice  can  bring  us  victory. 

This  is  not  to  denigrate  the  un- 
doubted spirit  of  sacrificial  fellowship 


sage  of  the  Leader  of  the  Mus- 
lim Umman”  (May  14)?  Are 


Emma  Freud  etc  would  have 
got  to  where  they  are  sooner 
if  It  were  just  a matter  of  their  | 
fathers  buying  someone  a 
pink  gin  and  saying:  "Give 
the  sprog  a job,  old  boy." 

It  doesn't  work  like  that  | 
What  does  work  is  the  uncon- 


Diana  Norman. 
Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire  SG3. 


you  not  aware  of  the  recent  scious  motivation  that  starts 
EU  Justice  and  Home  Affairs  almost  as  soon  as  they  pop 


compulsory  cross-country  runs,  of  among  the  British  people.  This  nation 


short  sharp  shocks,  of  social  discipline 
enforced  through  corporal  punishment, 
of  the  philosophy  of  “this  may  hurt  now 
but  you’ll  be  grateful  in  the  years  to 


has  often  been  prepared  to  put  up  with 
temporary  hardship  in  order  to  win  a 
permanent  common  benefit.  But  the 
hurt  has  always  had  to  be  shared  along 


come"  and  of  the  entire  sadistic  culture  with  the  reward.  That  has  not  been  the 


Ministers'  Joint  Action  to 
fight  racism  and  xenophobia. 
Signed  by  Michael  Howard? 
Under  this,  the  UK  has  agreed 
to  punish  certain  types  of  be- 
haviour. notably: 

• Public  incitement  to  dis- 
crimination, violence  or  racial 
hatred  in  respect  of  a person's 
colour,  race,  religion  or 
national  or  ethnic  origin:  and 

• Public  dissemination  or  dis- 
tribution of  tracts,  pictures  or 
other  material  with  expres- 


out  of  the  womb,  the  family  ment  During  the  final  stages 
discussion  at  every  Sunday  of  the  recent  series  of  Count- 


which  lurks  behind  so  much  of  English  case  this  time.  Yes  it  hurt.  But  only  for  sions  of  racism  or  xenophobia, 
conservatism.  some.  And  it  didn't  work  either.  ° B CarveiL 


Forest  Drive  West 
London  Ell. 


lunch  about  what's  good 
presentation/ wrtting/produc- 
tion  and  what  isn't.  It’s  the 
same  effect  that  made  Nigel 
Clough  able  to  dribble  a foot- 
ball as  soon  as  he  could  drib- 
ble down  his  bib.  It's  why  doc- 
tors' children  often  go  in  for 
medicine.  Why  Martin  Amis 
became  a writer  instead  of  a 
truck  driver. 

It’s  not  nepotism,  it’s  nur- 
ture. In  the  old  days  a black- 
smith's son  became  a black- 
smith. A TV  presenter’s 
daughter  wants  to  get  into  TV 


graves,  the  Cusacks),  m poli-  ISLES  OF  SCILLY1  The  nearlv  vm 

tics,  the  few.  rowing  mid  Tamar  Valley  is  verdant  and  wktxSte StS-folk  am, Sri 

north-country  wrestkng.  Ex-  foil  of  blossom  but  coastal  cSnwdl 

cept  in  north-country  wres-  land  in  the  far  west  of  Com-  These  lUSv 

tling.  you  get  spattered  with  a wall  between  Mousehole  and 

nicer  class  of  mud.  Penberth  nnnaai-c  j Ij  , rowea  or  sailed 

Diana  Normal  caoled  ?,lots  seeking 

SSireSM. 

ROS  COWARD'S  excellent  Beyond  the  R^eT  Stone  ^ 

■ ■summary  of  the  medio-  buoy,  a solitary  swallow  fli«  rowing,  dubs 

cracy  omitted  one  quite  towards  land  whilst  below 

remarkable  example  on  a deck,  in  ScIUonia’s  lounge  a for w?  “ilSS 
recent  programme  that  excels  duo  from  Padstow  slSf’tf  ^ 

itself  in  “family"  entertain-  Maggie  Mav  and  Row  Boat- 

ment  During  the  final  stages  men  Row.  After  a sunlit  voy-  tof  J®7 

of  the  recent  serias  of  Count-  age  across  onlylfighSfy  the^^™n^£  S“! 

down,  the  little-known  Martin  choppy  sea  we  berth  It  St  fiS! 


down,  the  little-known  Martin 


Jarvis  alternated  each  day  Mary's  and  board  a launch  to 
with  his  even  lesser  known  join  the  flotilla  following  final 


ictwAie  Luuay.  me  first  new 
gig  (Series)  was  built  in  1967 
by  Tom  Chmflejgh  and,  since 
the  1980s  many  more  have 
been  commissioned;  buUt 
from  Cornish  narrow-leafed 


auuwu  jum  we  liooua  ronowmg  final  phr»  fatttovwwl  W..  _ — -. 

wife.  Family  entertainment  races  of  the  World  Th£ 

indeed.  Championships.  Over  £ 

G Thomas.  brightly  coloured  gigs,  each  ^£ateSt  ^ 

with  s«  Bremen  and  a cox. 


52  Delancey  Street. 
London  NW1 7RY. 


Please  Include  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a telephone  number. 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


Si  made  flBtr  way  LZ  “ 

StfSAS.'SS&SS 

ing  races  across  open  water  of  including 


co's  white  beaches  andVmyr-  ^ ^ etan- 

SkffrSSS  £f  JEHft  Tamar ^terwoman^oS 


rocks  fringed  and  covered  in 
seaweed.  Gigs  originated 


at  Saltash  in  1880. 

VIRGINIA  SPIERS 


6 Over  Labours 

trcS  firearms 


■ 


~^a"  Wednesday  May  15 1996 

SSSS  psycho-babble  in  the 
Fsiiss  corridors  of  power 


^W^wNtorman 


tR°M  the  yet-to-be- 
opened  Severn  bridge 
.comes  news  ofBrltish 
{SSE®?  ^ majestic  best 
Protest  at 

covered  in  balloons,  in  the 

hope  of  getting  some  atten- 
™n-  However,  no  one  was 
and  having  sprayed  a 


that  "the  development  of  psy- 
choanalysis has  perhaps  been 
marked  by  more  doctrinal 
schism  and  intolerance  than 
that  of  any  other  movement 
In  history,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Christian  religion.” 


If  Tony  Blair  has  a rough  mentally  ill.  with  a neurotic 


way  with  critics  of  New 
labour,  it  is  mild  compared 
with  Freud’s  treatment  of  for- 
mer favourites  who  came  to 
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Aery  from 
the  heart 
of  Labour 


influence  upon  others  de- 
pending on  his  strong  terror- 
ism and  sadismus.” 

Later,  Freud  identified  the 
"swine”  Stekel  as  a case  of 
"moral  insanity”,  and  in- 
formed Rank  that  he  was 


father  complex.  Jung’s  inde- 
pendent thinking  was  attrib- 
uted to  "strong  neurotic  and 
egotistic  motives",  while  Fer- 


challeng©  his  dogma.  As  one  enezi’s  revisionism  was  iden- 


Commentary 


fee,  the  celebrity  "mind  doc- 
tor". Raj  Persaud.  would  no 


end,  the  resolution  of  the 


Mandelsoiv' Brown  non-  conduct . . ." 


of  his  biographers,  Peter  Gay. 
said,  "Freud  in  politics  was 
the  true  politician,  more  devi- 
ous than  in  the  rest  of  his 


titled  by  Freud  as  a "mental 
degeneration  which  took  the 
form  of  a paranoia”. 

Contemporary  struggles  be- 
tween psychotherapists  lack 


doubt  be  delighted  to  offer  his  1 speaks  should  be  a trifling  af-  Indeed,  tf  New  Labour  has  I the  rhetorical  bite  <rf  Freud’s 


«we  as  proof  of  his  visitM? 
Pavms  departed.  Only  then 
was  he  noticed,  by  two 

policemen,  and  this  is  when 
th£  ran  began.  The  48-year- 
Qla  engineer,  a member  of 
*™ndsoftheEflrthliB^^ 
taken  to  Newport  nif  if, 
where  Special  Branch  offi- 
cers told  him  he  was  “a  sus- 
pected terrorist”.  Held  over- 
night, he  was  not  released 
until  a trained  team  had 
searched  his  house  the  next 
day.  Mr  Davies  will  appear 
before  the  Chepstow  beak  on 
June  18  on  two  charges — 
criminal  damage  (the  spray- 
ing) and— wait  for  it— theft 
(the  label!).  The  police  expla- 
nation for  this  saga  is  that, 
with  Prince  Charles  opening 
the  bridge  on  June  5,  they 
were  rightly  worried  about 
bombs.  Ah  yes,  of  course. 
Multi-coloured  balloons, 
with  cycling  slogans 
scrawled  on  in  felt  tip ...  so 
that’s  what  the  well-dressed 
terrorist  jjawearirigtHT«OT»T»- 
mer.  Helmets  off,  gentlemen, 
and  peaked  caps  aloft 

YET  more  evidence  of 
rising  standards  of 

police  Intelligence 
pomes  from  Kfllingbeck, 
West  Yorkshire,  where  PC 
Steve  Guest  has  lost  fats 
brand  new  motorcycle. 
Police  magazine  reports 
that,  when  it  broke  down 
after  night  duty,  the  consta- 
ble put  safety  first  and 
wheeled  it  oft  the  road,  leav- 
ing it  by  a nearby  house. 
When  be  went  to  fetch  it 
later  that  day,  however,  it 
had  vanished.  Close  students 
of  the  incident  suggest  that 
PC  Guest's  tactical  error 
may  have  been  selecting  a 
house  that  is  used  as  a hostel 
fbr  bailed  prisoners. 


Meanwhile,  jour- 
nalists covering  the 
Police  Federation’s 
conference  in  Scarborough 
are  wondering  if  the  Central 
Hotel  has  gone  too  far  In 
tailoring  itself  fbr  the  clien- 
tele. The  first  item  on  the 
breakfast  menu  is  Buck’s 
FIs,  and  the  second  is 

Bloody  Mary.  For  those  who 

can't  oope  with  proper  drink- 
ing in  the  mornings,  item 
three  is  Black  Velvet 


insights  — could  some  mu- 1 fair.  What  treatment  can  the  1 anything  to  learn  from  the 


tual  antipathy  be  to  blame?  two  men  expect? 


traditions  of  psychotherapy  it 


Bennett 


Dylan  Evans,  aspirant  ana-  James  Park  has  written  a is  not  so  much  emotional  lit- 
iyst  to  Princess  Diana,  might  book  about  men  and  their  eracy,  but  the  efficient  purg- 
wfeh  to  go  back  further,  mothers  — "the  heart  of  the  ing  and  persecution  of  here- 
questing  for  formative  en-  Oedlpal  minefield"  — and  is  tics  and  apostates.  So  far. 


R 


between  But  who  better  to  resolve  whether  Brown  and  Mandel- 
Brown  and  the  Brown/Mandelson  con-  son  are  really  re-enacting 
!~~?L!r?nvlson  £re  A*01  t*ian  representatives  problematic  relations  with 
t°  be.  so  due  of  Antidote?  This  new  group  their  early  carers. 
t^.S^r?^ces  °*\a  **  psychotherapists  recently  But  not  all  psychothera- 
proclaimed  its  mission  to  pro-  pists  are  attachment  theo- 
mote  “emotional  literacy’’  in  lists.  Some  might  prefer  to 
politics.  Susie  Orbach  Is  a trace  the  conflicted  Brown/ 


counters  with  threatening  currently  learning  to  be  an 
kippers.  In  his  hands,  the  case  Attachment-Based  Psycho- 
of  “Peter  M”  could  become  therapist  His  aim,  presum- 
the  Rat  Man  of  our  times.  ably,  will  be  to  discover 


mothers  — "the  heart  of  the  ing  and  persecution  of  here-  stitute  recently  accused  other 
Oedlpal  minefield”  — and  is  tics  and  apostates.  So  far,  therapists  of  being  "elitist 
currently  learning  to  be  an  Blair’s  treatment  of  his  more  organisations  grabbing  ‘terri- 
Attachment-Based  Psycho-  troublesome  juniors  seems  to  tory’  for  themselves  by  wieid- 
therapLst.  His  aim,  presum-  have  been  limited  to  reprt-  ing  power  inappropriately 
ably,  will  be  to  discover  


Secret  Committee,  but  “emo- 
tional literacy”  still  seems  to 
elude  the  profession.  The 
European  Therapy  Studies  In- 
stitute recently  accused  other 
therapists  of  being  "elitist 
organisations  grabbing  ‘terri- 


as  to  require  the  services  of  a 


!Silmt0^Srord^  won>t  onmp£ 

,even  mote  emotional  literacy”  in 
though  Peter  says  he  d like  to  politics.  Susie  Orbach  is  a 
,GPrdi>1^  Gordon’s  founder  member  “The  idea  is 
lriends  mink  Peter  is  only  to  widen  the  political  voeabu- 
^ Put  Gordon  lary  so  that  emotions  are 
down.  What  to  do?  Donald  open,  not  hidden.”  she  says. 
Dewar,  Labour  s Chief  Whip,  Members  of  Antidote  appear 
nas  been  proposed  as  a paten-  to  believe  that  political  strife 
Peacemaker;  others  be-  could  not  possibly  result  from 


Some  might 
propose  a course 
of  art  therapy, 
sand-play, 
or  group 
analytic  drama 


through  registration”. 

In  Psychoanalysis:  The  Im- 
possible Profession,  Janet 
Malcolm  questioned  an  ana- 
lyst about  the  perpetual  bick- 


«be  is  not  Tony  Blair’s  number 
two,  a position  held  de  facto 
by  Brown  or  even,  many  MPs 
like  to  claim,  by  Peter  Man- 
delson.  Prescott  does  not  have 
the  clout,  even  as  deputy,  to 
demand  and  get  the  shadow 
position  of  his  choice.  Instead 
he  is  left  shadowing  Michael 
Heseltine,  even  though  no- 
body, least  of  all  Prescott  him- 

Martin  Kettle  seriously  expects  him  to 

UM  rxtJLLlt;  inherit  that  empire. 

For  the  past  year  Prescott 

NLY  a fool  would  say  has  toyed  with  various  roles 
personalities  do  not  for  himself  in  government 
matter  in  the  current  All  of  them  envisage  him 


[personalities  do  not 
matter  in  the  current 


heve  that  only  Tony  Blair  genuine  differences  of  opin- 
nmiseir  can  bring  harmony  ion  about  the  real  world  oat- 
wtere  there  is  such  discord.  side.  If  only  politicians  would 

- ,e  longevity  and  in  ten-  cultivate  their  emotions,  all 
sity  of  the  Gordon/Peter  feud  would  be  empathy  and  co-op- 
seem  to  demand  the  services  eratlon.  Tell  it  to  the 
of  a professional;  someone  Eurosceptics, 
trained  in  sniffing  out  the  But  the  director  of  Anti- 


founder member  “The  idea  is  Mandelson  behaviour  back  to  ~ J 1 

to  widen  the  political  vocabu-  birth  trauma,  or  inadequate  Qr  nrOUD 
lary  so  that  emotions  are  self-actualisation,  or  & ^ 

open,  not  hidden.”  she  says,  repressed  libidinal  urges.  cinflK/fiY>  Hramfl 
Members  of  Antidote  appear  Some  might  propose  a course  cuy  u a. 
to  believe  that  political  strife  of  art  therapy,  sand-play,  or  ; 

could  not  possibly  result  from  group  analytic  drama.  Before  mands.  gagging,  and  the  occa- 
genuine  differences  of  opin-  Antidote  goes  to  work,  per-  sional  accusation  of  "infantile 
ion  about  the  real  world  out-  haps  it  could  make  clear  incompetence”  or  “gross  dis- 
side.  If  only  politicians  would  which  psychotherapeutic  courtesy".  On  one  occasion, 
cultivate  their  emotions,  all  school  enjoys  pre-eminence  in  however,  he  suggested  that 
would  be  empathy  and  co-op-  its  ranks.  his  critics  “needed  therapy". 


ering  within  the  New  York  bubbling  and  rumbling  at  the  playing  a creative  role  in  eco- 
Psychoanalytic  Institute.  ‘It  top  of  the  Labour  Party.  Of  nomic  policy.  He  has  even 
used  to  trouble  me,”  he  admit-  course  they  matter,  especially  spoken  warmly  of  the  idea 
ted.  "until  I thought  about  when  we  are  talking  about  tried  by  the  firsrt  Wilson  gov- 
other  professions  and  realised  some  of  the  proudest  and  eminent  in  1964,  of  establisb- 
that  it’s  no  different  any-  most  ambitious  politicians  of  ing  a separate  Department  of 
where  else . . . There  are  Oedi-  their  generation.  But  the  Economic  Affairs  (headed  by 
pally  significant  positions  in  weekend  mutterings  against  the  then  deputy  leader  George 
every  profession,  and  when  Gordon  Brown  and  the  argn-  Brown)  as  a counterweight  to 


people  are  up  for  them  it  ere-  ] ment  which  erupted  in  public 


ates  a crisis  that  infontflises 
them  — causes  grown  men  to 


with  John  Prescott’s  speech 


Economic  Affairs  (headed  by 
the  then  deputy  leader  George 
Brown)  as  a counterweight  to 
the  Treasury.  Needless  to  say, 
each  of  these  ideas  is  absolute 


in  Bournemouth  yesterday  anathema  to  Brown. 


squabble  like  kids  about  triv-  now  begin  to  define  a more 


s ranks.  bis  critics  “needed  therapy", 

Alas,  any  firm  decision  is  a sign  that  he  may  one  day- 


likely  to  bring  complaints 


hidden  causes  of  outward  hos-  dote,  James  Park,  has  already 
tility.  The  enemies  must  be  offered  to  reconcile  the  scep- 


encouraged  to  explore  their 
emotions;  taught  to  go  beyond 
the  surface  feelings  of  anger, 
jealousy  and  betrayal.  As 


But  the  director  of  Anti-  from  purveyors  of  rival 
dote,  James  Park,  has  already  brands,  just  as  Princess  Di- 
oflfered  to  reconcile  tbe  seep-  ana’s  public  self-analysis 
tics  and  their  adversaries:  "If  recently  prompted  criticism 


they  would  give  us  three 
days,  it  may  be  possible  to 
bring  them  to  tbe  position 


from  therapists  who  were  not 


excel  at  the  kind  of  hostile  di- 
agnosis in  which  Freud  and 
his  followers  specialised. 

When,  for  example,  Adler 
became  the  first  of  Freud’s 
disciples  to  dare  to  challenge 


ial  things.” 

Leave  out  the  Oedipus  fan- 
tasy. and  you  have  an  admis- 
sion that  people  who  profess 


durably  political  issue:  the 


More  recently  the  two  men 
have  fought  a surrogate  battle 


“emotional  literacy”  «*r»  be-  any  time, 
have  no  better  than  anyone  Prescott's  speech  was  a cry 
else,  maybe  worse.  Why  do  from  the  heart  — perhaps 
the  representatives  of  Anti-  even  the  cry  of  a defeated 


role  of  the  Treasury  under  over  Labour's  railway  policy 
Labour,  an  issue  central  to  — transport,  along  with  em- 
any  Labour  government  at  ployment  has  been  another 


theme  of  Prescott’s  career. 
Prescott  and  his  allies  wanted 
Labour  to  commit  itself  to  a 
more  thorough  re-natlonalisa- 


Susie  Orbach.  For  a healing  the  Oedipus  theory,  the  Mas- 
art,  psychotherapy  has  a his-  ter  swiftly  diagnosed  him  as 


the  representatives  of  Anti-  even  the  cry  of  a defeated  more  thorough  re-nattonalisa- 
dote  expect  politicians  to  take  politician.  It  went  public  with  tlon  of  the  railways.  Brown 
any  notice  of  them?  Because  things  he  has  felt  for  many  and  his  supporters  fought  to 
their  mothers  did?  Or  their  months.  It  called  fbr  the  curb-  prevent  it,  with  Clare  Short 
mothers  didn’t?  Or  because  ing  of  tbe  power  of  the  Trea-  sometimes  caught  in  the 


Q - -c  , , _ “ i o % ~ i h *****  **■*  ******  u i luuvuui  ? wiun  iii  Vi  ucvauac  I uig  ui  ja/woi  ia  uic  i jvuACiiiiica  vougxu  ui  luc 

buste  orbach  might  say  — where  they  could  have  a dia- 1 tory  notably  short  on  bar-  deranged:  “ft  is  the  revolt  of  they  want  power  without  the  I sury  under  Labour.  It  at-  middle.  The  eventual  out- 


what’s  really  going  on  here? 
In  exchange  for  a modest 


logue.”  ft  this  feat  can  be  ac- 
complished over  a long  week- 


mony.  The  psychologist  Stu-  an  abnormal  individual,  bather  of  election?  What’s  tacked  the  dangers  of  a so- 


art  Sutherland  has  observed  I driven  mad  by  ambition,  his  | really  going  on  here? 


A DAY  after  pointedly 
refusing  to  rule  him- 
^^mself  out  of  the  run- 
ning, sane  and  rational  Panl 
Johnson  has  launched  his 
campaign  for  tbe  editorship 
of  the  Catholic  Herald  with  a 
Dally  Mail  article:  in  tbe 
piece  (which  contains  the  de- 
licious phrase,  “My  advice  to 
the  Pope  is . . .”),  Paul  makes 
a rousing  appeal  for  strong 
Church  leadership,  and  ana- 
lysts equate  it  with  an  appli- 
cation for  the  Herald  Job. 
Paul’s  chances  are  hard  to 
judge.  He  has  many  support- 
ers, of  course,  butothers  are 
not  so  keen.  "Hardly  a by- 
word for  constancy  of  be*  - 
liefe,  is  he?"  sxuffe  one  anon- 
ymous bishop.  "No  one 

minds  ifhe  switches  from 
Tory  to  Labour  every  hour 
on  the  hour,  but  religion's 
different.  Imagine  ifhe 
wrote  aleader  saying  he’s 
had  a change  of  mind,  and 
that  Satan’s  the  chap  to  fbl- 
low  after  aH.” 

IN  the  Sun.  John 

Humphrys  answers  one  of 
the  most  impenetrable 
mysteries  of  the  age.  There 
are  three  things  newscasters 
are  always  asked,  he  writes, 
the  first  being:  “What  do 
newsreaders  say  to  each 
other  at  the  end  of  tbe 
news?”  The  answer,  Mr 
Humphrys  says,  is  "Fancy  a 
quick  one?”  Ob wen,  it  may 

be  not  very  PC,  butat  least  it 
gyplnfnn  that  enigmatic 
smile  of  Anna  Ford’s  when 
she’s  shuffling  up  her 
papers. 

SUMMER  is  upon  us, 

and  with  It  comes  that 
much-toyed  occasional 
feature.  Today’s  Smile.  Mr  B 
Hume  writes  from.  London, 

SW1,  wondering  whether  we 

have  heard  about  Jesus  and 
Peter  playing  golf?  Atthe 

short  first,  Peter  stepped  np 
to  the  tee  and —whack — the 

ball  flew  straight  in  for  a 
hole  in  one.  Then  Jesus 
Stepped  up  mid — whack — 
straight  in  the  lake.  As  he 
walked  out  to  get  Ms  baXL  a 
spectator  said:  “Who  does  he 

think  be  is?  Jesus?”  “No,  he 
fsJesus,”  said  St  Peter,  wea- 
rily. “He  thinJcshe’s  Jack 
racklans-”  ' 


called  ‘‘Super-Treasury”, 
which  Prescott  claimed  was 
widening  its  role  to  encom- 
pass other  "economic"  de- 


come,  probably  predictably, 
was  a victory  for  Brown. 

Last  month.  Brown  made  a 
speech  at  the  Manchester 
Business  School  setting  out 


partments  or  portfolios  — by  his  strategy  for  the  Treasury, 
implication  trade,  industry  It  was  an  impeccable  re-state- 
and  employment  — under  its  ment  of  a Labour  approach  to 
capacious  umbrella.  And  it  economic-policy-making.  It 
climaxed  with  toe  warning  floated  the  idea  of  a "real 


that  it  would  be  detrimental 
to  Labour's  aims  to  allow  “an 
overbearing  role  for  the  Trea- 
sury which  will  then  domi- 
nate every  aspect  of  govern- 
ment life". 

The  speech  did  not  mention 


economy  unit”  inside  the  de- 
partment, targeting  jobs.  In- 
vestment and  growth,  giving 
these  aira»  the  sam*  status 
and  priority  as  public-spend- 
ing control  ami  the  fight 
against  inflation.  To  Prescott, 


Gordon  Brown  by  name,  but  I however,  these  otherwise  ad- 


then  it  did  not  have  to.  Pres- 
cott has  been  filming  pri- 


mirable  alms  seemed  to  sig- 
nal yet  another  extension  of 


vaiely  for  months,  not  just  the  Treasury  empire  and 
about  tiie  iron  embrace  in  Brown's  political  power. 


which  he  believes  Brown  has 
wrapped  Labour’s  spending 
commitments,  but  also 
against  tbe  Shadow  Chancel- 
lor’s wider  political  ambi- 


THUS  the  two  thing!  — 
personality  and  politics 
— have  come  inextrica- 
bly together  in  the  style  and 


tions.  Prescott  believes  content  of  Brown’s  conduct  of 
Brown  is  driven  by  an  impe-  tbe  shadow  Treasury  brief 


rial  desire  to  achieve  a hege- 
mony over  eoomomio-policy- 


making  which  will  reduce  ness. 


since  1992.  Brown  is  a politi- 
cian of  the  highest  serious- 


departmental  ministers  to 
puppets  and  supplicants. 


a planner. 


reader,  a worrier  and  a think- 
er. He  plots  his  every  move 


Hence  the  warnings  against  with  elaborate  and,  to  some. 


the  so-called  Super-Treasury. 
Yet  Prescott's  anxieties  de- 


excessive  care.  He  has  a mon- 
umental capacity  for  work 


rive  from  his  own  long  preoc-  and  power.  Brown  runs  by  far 
cupation  with  employment  the  largest  shadow  ministe- 
policy.  Prescott’s  commit-  rial  office,  including  the  most 
ment  to  putting  job  creation  effective  press  operation  of 
strategies  at  the  top  of  his  any  Labour  spokesman  other 
priorities  has  often  put  him  than  Blair,  a network  which 


on  a collision  course  with 
Brown,  and  Prescott  has  be- 
come increasingly  preoccu- 


is  at  once  the  envy  and  de- 
spair of  his  colleagues.  Pres- 
cott is  by  no  means  the  only 


pied  with  the  implications  far  senior  Labour  figure,  to  har- 
the  structure  of  government  hour  deep  reservations  about 
Partly  this  derives  from  his  style  and  his  project  But 
Prescott’s  odd  position  within  Prescott  is  tbe  first  to  go  pub- 
tile  Labour  hierarchy.  He  is  lie,  and  may  find  few  rewards 
deputy  leader,  yet  in  reality  fbr  his  candour. 


Worlds  upside  down 


Instead  of  planning  rationally  to 
cope  with  the  plight  of  refugees, 
the  West  continues  to  turn  each 
new  crisis  into  a three-act  drama, 
argues  Martin  Woollacott 


WHEN  the  fam- 
ily of  Nurud- 
din  Farah,  the 
Somali  writer, 
rah  away  from 
a rained  Mogadishu,  they  left, 
in  the  words  of  his  sister, 
with  "our  beds  unmade,  the 
chairs  in  bur  d in  tug  rooms 
upturned,  our  kitchens  un- 
gwept,  our  dishes  in  the  sinks, 
our  future  undone.” 

They  went  in  ships  from 
Mogadishu  to  Mombasa,  just 
as  Liberians  are  now  going 
from  Monrovia,  and  just  as 
the  boat  people  now  being 
forced  to  go  home  once  left 
Vietnam.  ■ : 

• All  of  these  different  people 
were  touched,  as  Nuruddin 
Farah's  Bather  said  of  his  own 
family  fey  “the  virus  of  flee- 
ing”. That  terrible  combina- 
tion-of  fractured  domesticity, 
of  loss  of  faith  in  the  future, 
and  of  the  infectiousness  of 
the  urge  to  escape  is  some- 
thing which  more  and  more 
experience.  ; 

Such  people  have  another 
fhing  in  common:  that  after 
the  heartbreak  of  leaving  a 
home,  and  after  the  initial 
dangers  of  flight  the  ordeal  is 
rarely  over.  Then  can  come 
despair  as  refugees  are 
turned  away  from  country 
after  country,  or  the  long  stow 
af  hope,  or  Of  reason,  m 
detention  camps;  There  is  no 
.guarantee-  when  you  leave,  m 

anything  but  pain.  _ ' 

Yet  the  numbers  of, refugees 
and  the  internally  displaced 
~ those  who  are  refugees  m 
their  own  country  — have 


now  reached  SO  million,  ac- 
cording to  tiie  United  Nations 
High  Commission  for  Refu- 
gees. That  is  about  one  in  X15 
of  the  world  population. 
Twenty  years  ago  tbe  figure 
i for  refugees  was  2.6  million. 
There  has  been  nothing  on 
the  present-  scale  since  tiie 
years  after  the  second  world 
war.  Then  tbe  problem  was 
the  finite  one  of  the  relief  and 
resettlement  of  those  dis- 
placed by  that  conflict,  a huge 
programme  but  one  which 
could  and  did  come  to  an  end. 
After  that,  it  was  thought, 
there  would  be  occasional 
emergencies  but  never  again 
an  international  vista  of  suf- 
fering, homeless  people. 

Now  events  continuously 
generate'  refugees,  and  it  is 
hard  to  think  of  this  as  a 
problem  that  will  one  day  be 
over.  As  Nuruddin  .Farah 
noted,  the  country  which  yes- 
terday gave  refuge  can  easily 
become  the  country  whose 
citizens  seek  refiige  today.  So- 
malia had  looked  after  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Ethio- 
pian refugees  before,  being 
overwhelmed  by  disaster  lt- 
self.  And,  among  those  fleeing 
Liberia  to  the  overcrowded 
tubs  that  have  set  out  from 
Monrovia,  there  are  men  and 
women  from  Sierra  Leone 
who  had  first  fled  to  Liberia 
from  tiie  civil:  war  in  their 
-own  country. 

The  ship  "which  the  Ghana- 
ians have  just’  allowed  to  land 
is  called  Bulk  Challenge.  It  is 
aptly  named.  The  challenge  of 
refugees  sharpens  precisely 


because  of  the  growing  num- 
bers. Rich  and  poor  countries 
alike  fear  the  costs  and  the 
disruption  of  accepting  refu- 
gees on  a large  scale.  They 
also  fear  tiie  precedent,  be- 
cause there  is  no  denying  that 
once  an  immigration  "chain" 
is  setup,  for  whatever  reason, 
it  is  virtually  impossible  to 
stop,  even  when  conditions  In 
the  stricken  country  improve. 

The  boat  people  from  Viet- 
nam were  a special  case  be- 
cause erf  the  political  context 
But  they  show  how  such 
chains  are  created.  Once  the 
first  groups  had  made  it  via 
camp6  in  third  countries,  to 
America,  Australia,  and 
France,  the  myth  of  an  easy 
escape  to  freedom  and  wealth 
took  tenacious  root.  The 
Americans  encouraged  it  be- 
cause they  found  satisfaction 
in  anything  which  showed 
fhn  Vietnamese  Communists 
in  a bad  light  By  the  time 
they  reconsidered  and  began 
trying  to  signal  to  would-be 
boat  people,  by  broadcasts 
and  other  means,  that  there 
' was  no  automatic  welcome  In 
the  West  it  was  too  late.  { 

As  is  well  known,  every- 
where in  the  world  govern- 
ments are  taking  measures  to 
keep  out.  immigrants.  The  : 
German  constitutional  court 
: yesterday  upheld  that  coun- 
1 try’s  new  regulations,  while 
: the  French  government  is 
' wavering  at  this  moment  over 
contentious  recommenda- 
tions from  a parliamentary 
commission  on  immigration. 
The  US  Senate  has  just 
pushed  through  additional 
measures  aimed  at  curbing 
illegal  immigration.  The 
European  police  agency 
recently  declared  that  the 
■smnflflUng  of  fliagai  immi- 
grants was  its  “main 
concern”. 

None  of  this  is  supposed  to 
affect  foe  “genuine  refugee", 
but  naturally  it  does.  In  any 


case  one  kind  of  immigrant 
status  tends  to  blur  into  an- 
other. What,  for  instance, 
would  be  the  status  of  those 
cm  board  the  Liberian  ships? 
Most  would  certainly  not 
qualify  for  asylum.  They  are 
merely  fearful  people  Seeing 
a bad  and  dangerous  place, 
and  looking  for  somewhere 
tolerable  in  which  to  begin 
new  lives  or  to  watt  until 
things  are  better  at  home. 
Those  who  successfully  flee 
war  and  chaos  told  to  include 
many  of  a country’s  educated 
class,  the  natural  leaders,  tbe 
technically  qualified  — the  i 
human  material  that  is  vital 
to  reconstruction.  Refugees 
themselves  debate,  and  may 
never  resolve,  foe  question  of 
whether  they  should  have  left 
i or  stayed  to  hold  back  what- 
ever fate  threatened  their 
country. 

Considerations  of  this  kind 
reinforce  the  argument  of  the 
UNHCR  that  the  movement  of 
refugees  is  a problem  that 
should  never  be  considered  in 
isolation.  The  reports  com- 
missioned by  Sadaka  Ogata, 
the  High  Commissioner,  in 
1993  and  earlier  this  year  de- 
scribe the  same  tragedy  in 
three  acts. 

IN  tbe  first  phase,  there 
is  specialist  knowledge 
of  impending  disaster 
but  a refusal  by  govern- 
ments to  listen,  on  tbe 
grounds  that  warnings  are 
two  a penny,  and  what  Is  only 
potential  can  be  ignored. 
Then,  comes  the  crisis  and  an 
intense  flurry  erf  public  con- 
cern, fundraising,  and  aid- 
giving.  For  example,  in  the 
first  two  weeks  after  the  scale 
of  the  Rwanda  tragedy  be- 
came dear,  SZ  billion  was 
pledged,  a sum  of  money 
which,  as  some  relief  workers 
have  sourly  pointed  out, 
could,  if  spent  previously  in 
Rwanda,  have  seriously  al- 


tered the  social  and  political 
situation  there  far  tire  better. 

Finally  the  third  phase  sets 
in.  Public  interest  fades,  aid 
drops  off  but  the  refugees 
remain,  as  they  do  in  Zaire, 
where  a million  Rwandan 
refugees  still  struggle  to  sur- 
vive in  the  camps.  The 
UNHCR,  and  the  non-govern- 
mental agencies,  are  then  left 
to  cope,  with  dwindling  funds. 
This  last  phase  Is  also  a criti- 
cal time  of  mistrust  between 
the  countries  in  tiie  affected 
region  and  those  distant  from 
it 

Anxious  to  deflect  tiie  refu- 
gee stream  from  themselves 
and  to  show  their  own  public 
opinion  that  something  is 
being  done,  distant  countries 
work  manfully  to  persuade 
these  in  the  region  to  take  the 
refugees.  Money  will  be 
found,  they  promise,  help  will 
be  given,  and.  in  time,  a quota 
of  those  displaced  will  be  ac- 
cepted in  Europe  or  America. 
Such  promises  tend  to  get 
forgotten  or  compromised  as 
time  goes  on,  laying  down  a 
bad  lesson  for  the  future. 

This  sad  graph,  in  which 
governments  act  and  public 
opinion,  reacts  only  at  the 
height  of  a crisis,  neglecting 
both  its  early  stages  and  the 
long  aftermath,  is  a chart  of 
inadequacy.  The  choice  is  not 
between  a cold  closing  of  the 
doors  and  open  house:  it  is 
between  a rational  policy  of 
prevention  and  man agement, 
cme  that  will  not  always  work 
but  would  usually  moderate 
the  consequences  of  war  and 
political  breakdown,  and 
allowing  ourselves  to  repeat 
again  and  again  foe  self-de- 
feating pattern  of  alternating 
engagement  and  disengage- 
ment with  the  crises  that  send 
so  many  families  out  from 
their  homes,  their  kitchens 
unswept,  their  chairs  over- 
turned, to  the  hazards  of  es- 
cape and  exile. 


mr 
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Malcolm  MacEwan 


Profiting 


out  of 


losses 


ALCOLW 

MacEwen.  who 

has  died  aged 
84,  was  one  of 
those  people 

whose  endless  zest  for  living 
enables  them  to  overcome  ter- 
rible misfortunes  in  their  per- 
sonal lives  and  come  out 
fighting  on  public  issues.  He 
came  from  an  affluent  High- 
land family  and  was  sent  to 
an  English  public  school  (Ros- 
sallj,  "as  narrow  and  philis- 
tine as  could  be  found"  to  Lose 
bis  local  accent 
At  Aberdeen  University  he 
learned  forestry,  and  came 
under  the  influence  of  the 
Caithness  novelist  Neil  Gunn, 
who  convinced  him,  in  1S03. 
that  Scotland  would  be  better 
off  if  it  governed  itself.  But 
that  year  came  the  disaster  he 
later  described  as  one  of  the  j 
best  things  that  over  hap- , 
pened  to  him.  At  21  he  lost  his 
right  leg  in  a motorbike  crash. 

Months  in  an  Inverness 
nursing  home  made  him  a 
reader  and,  with  a law  degree 
from  Edinburgh,  lie  joined  the 
handful  of  zealots  producing 
the  pre-war  Glasgow  edition  of 
the  Daily  Worker.  This  led  to 
13  years  as  foreign  editor  and 
parliamentary  correspondent 
for  its  London  edition,  cover- 
ing Labour's  foreign  policy 
towards  Greece.  Yugoslavia 
and  Korea.  His  memoirs.  The 


Greening  of  a Red,  0991 J are  a 
useful  reminder  of  the  duplic- 
ity of  both  British  and  Soviet 
governments. 

Characteristically,  Ivis  ex- 
pulsion from  the  Communist 
Party,  like  the  departure  of 
many  others  at  the  time  of  the 
Hungarian  revolution  in  1956. 
“seemed  like  a second  ampu- 
tation at  the  time,"  yet  set 
him  off  on  the  ecological  ap- 
proach to  politics  that  lasted 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  “We 
had  been  living  in  a self-cre- 
ated party  ghetto,"  he  wrote, 
but  personal  tragedies  on 
both  sides  had  been  sur- 
mounted by  his  happy  mar- 
riage to  Ann  Wheeler,  an  ar- 
chitect and  planner.  Their 
house  at  31  Tanza  Road,  in 
what  he  insisted  was  the  un- 
fashionable end  of  Hamp- 
stead. became  the  base  for  a 
growing  extended  family,  so 
that  visitors  never  knew 
whether  they  were  talking  to 
hosts  or  fellow-guests. 

Ann  worked  for  the  London 
County  Council's  planning 
department,  and  then  for  the 
team  that  produced  Colin  Bu- 
chanan's report  Traffic  in 
Twi  ns.  Malcolm  found  a job 
on  The  Architects'  .Journal 
which,  with  its  private  pub  in 
the  basement  at  9 Queen 
,\nne*s  Gate,  was  then  in  one 
of  its  crusading  periods.  In 
IBS’  he  produced  its  Metropo- 


lis issue,  a pioneering  indict- 
ment of  the  impact  of  the 
motor  vehicle  on  urban  life. 

For  Malcolm  it  was  “one  of 
the  turning  poins  of  my  life" 
and  he  moved  on  to  edit  the 
journal  of  the  Royal  Institute 
of  British  Architects,  seeking 
like  his  assistant  and  succes- 
sor, Roger  Barnard,  to  make 
it  the  conscience  of  the  archi- 
tectural profession.  Recognis- 
ing the  gulf  between  practitio- 
ners and  the  actual  users  of 
buildings  he  produced  the 
report  Crisis  in  Architecture 
which  held  out  the  ways  open 
to  the  profession  to  reform  it- 
self and  its  collective  aims.  It 
was  ignored. 

Meanwhile  the  MacEwens 
had  moved  to  Somerset  and 
to  his  great  delight  he  found 


himself  a government- 
appointed  member  of  the  Ex- 
moor National  Park  Commit- 
tee. He  was  a lone  voice 
exposing  the  absurdity  of  fel- 
low-members undertaking  to 
conserve  the  moorlands  and 
woodlands  of  the  Devon-Som- 
erect  border  while  also  being 
offered  enormous  subsidies 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture to  plough  up  the  moor  or 
to  plant  conifers. 

So  the  chairman  described 
him  as  “anti-farmer"  and  the 
vice-chairman  called  him  a 
"professional  rabble-rouser" 
and  asked:  “Who  is  this  Scot- 
tish popinjay  who  comes  in 
here  and  tells  us  what  we  can 
and  cannot  do?"  The  Porches- 
ter  Report  of  1977  completely  i 
vindicated  the  attitude  taken 


by  MacEwen  and  the  Exmoor 
Society. 

He  saw  it  as  a landmark  in 
the  history  of  nature  and 
landscape  conservation,  with 
a sobering  effect  on  the 
Country  Landowners  Associ- 
ation and  the  National  Fann- 
ers Union,  while  the  Ministry* 
of  Agriculture,  acutely  em- 
barrassed by  the  exposure  of 
its  policy  of  secrecy  and  non- 
cooperation with  the  park 
committee,  produced  “statis- 
tical evidence  that  fully  con- 
firmed figures  on  the  rate  of 
moorland  loss.'* 

Malcolm  had  once  again 
been  the  gadfly  who  goaded 
others  into  action,  and  he  and 
Ann  went  on  to  write  a series 
of  books  on  the  dilemmas  of 
Uie  national  parks  and  of 


Colin  Ward 


Malcolm  MacEwen.  writer,  bom 
December  24. 191 1.  died  May  11, 
1996 


Lucille  Bremer 


i Letter 


Follies,  fantasy  and  dances  with  Fred 


THE  GRACEFUL,  green- 
eyed.  red-haired  Lu-  ! 
ciile  Bremer,  who  lias 
died  aged  73.  was  one 
of  the  best  dancing  partners 
Fred  Astaire  ever  had.  Pity  i 
her  face  was  so  strangely  ex-  i 
press  ionless  and  that  her  act- 
ing was  no  more  than  ade- 
quate. which  may  partly 
explain  why  she  made  only  j 
seven  films  in  her  career.  I 
Bremer  was  brought  up  in 
Philadelphia  and  at  the  age  of  i 
12  joined  the  corps  de  ballet  of 
its  opera  company.  While  still 
a teenager,  she  became  a 
high-kicking  Rockette  at  New 
York’s  Radio  City,  later  danc- 
ing in  the  chorus  of  Broadway 
musicals  and  at  smart  Man- 
hattan night  clubs,  at  one  of 
which  she  was  spotted  by 
Arthur  Freed,  MGM*s  top  mu- 
sicals producer. 

Freed  and  Bremer  began  an 
affair  and  he  groomed  her  for 
stardom  by  sending  her  for 
drama  coaching  and  giving 
her  the  smallish  role  of  Judy 
Garland's  flighty  older  sister 
in  Vincente  Minnelli's  Meet 
Me  In  St  Louis  (19441.  Attrac- 
tive in  turn-of-the-century 
costumes,  she  tells  Garland: 
“When  you  get  to  my  age. 
you'll  find  out  there  are  far 
more  important  things  in  life 
than  boys,"  though  she  puts 
the  whole  family  on  alert 
when  expecting  a proposal 
from  her  boyfriend  on  a long- 


distance call  from  New  York. 
Although  Bremer  scarcely 
danced  in  her  debut  film. 
Freed  thought  her  ready  to 
partner  Astaire  in  the  two 
best  production  numbers  in 
Ziegfetd  Follies  the  following 
year,  both  directed  by  Minelli 
and  choreographed  by  Robert 


Alton.  The  first  This  Heart  Of 
Mine,  based  on  the  Harry 
Warren/ Arthur  Freed  tune, 
was  set  in  a stylised  ballroom 
where  Astaire  as  a xnonoded 
gentleman  thief  woos  Prin- 
cess Bremer,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  stealing  her  jewels 
during  a pas  de  deux.  En  Lime- 


Lucille  Bremer  . . . one  of  Astaire’s  best  partners 


house  Blues,  an  oriental-toned 
ballet  Bremer  is  a Chinese 
harlot  for  whom  Astaire,  a 
sad-faced  coolie,  forms  a pas- 
sion. After  being  accidentally- 
wounded.  he  dreams  a love 
duet  in  a willow  pattern  set- 
ting as  he  lies  dying  in  a Lon- 
don street.  In  scarlet  jackets 
and  trousers,  the  couple  exe- 
cute. a range  of  erotic  steps, 
especially  in  an  interplay 
with  fans. 

Bremer  then  co-starred 
with  Astaire  in  MinneOi's 
Technicolored  musical  fan- 
tasy Yolanda  And  The  Thief.  '■ 
She  played  a naive  Catholic 
heiress,  a target  of  Astaire  as 
a crooked  gambler  who.  to 
swindle  her  out  of  her  for- 
tune, pretends  to  be  her 
guardian  angel  sent  from 
heaven.  The  highlights  were 
the  two  ballets  in  which 
Bremer,  a vermilion  vision, 
blends  perfectly  with  a daz- 
zling Astaire. 

The  film  proved  too  whim- 
sical and  arty  for  the  general 
public,  and  Bremer,  though 
charming,  did  not  have 
enough  charisma  to  carry  it 
off  It  was  rumoured  that  sbe 
had  had  an  abortion  during 
the  making  of  Yolanda  and 
had  broken  with  Freed,  the 
putative  father. 

She  was  to  make  just  two 
more  films  for  MGM-  In  Till 
The  Clouds  Roll  By  (1946),  an 
all-star  tribute  to  Jerome 


! Kern,  she  partnered  Van 
Johnson  in  the  jaunty  num- 
I ber  I Won't  Dance,  and  played 
a neurotic  patient  in  Dark  De- 
lusion (1947).  one  of  the  popu- 
lar Dr  Kildare  series. 

After  three  non-dancing  B- 
films,  including  Edgar 
Ulmer’s  anti-capital  1st  drama 
Ruthless  (1948).  in  which  she 
was  surprisingly  effective  as 
one  of  the  people  ruined  by  an 
unscrupulous  business 
tycoon.  Bremer,  who  never 
really  enjoyed  Hollywood, 
retired  from  the  screen  to 
marry  Abalar  do  Rodriguez, 
the  son  of  a former  Mexican 
president. 

The  couple  lived  hi  Mexico 
City  for  some  years,  before 
settling,  with  their  five 
daughters,  in  La  Jolla.  Cali- 
fornia. where  she  ran  a chil- 
dren's dress  shop  for  many 
years.  There  was  great  curios- 
ity among  Tans  when  she 
reappeared  in  public  at  the 
1975  reunion  of  MGM  musical 
stars  for  the  launch  of  That's 
Entertainment.  She  still  had 
auburn  hair,  and  her  pretty- 
face  was  recognisable,  but  her 
figure  had  grown  in  inverse 
proportion  to  her  diminished 
fame. 


Ronald  Bergan 


Lucille  Bremer,  dancer  and  ac- 
tress, born  February  21.  1923: 
died  April  16, 1996 


Asher  Wallfish 


Politics  with  a human  touch 


Asher  wallfish.  who 
has  died  aged  67.  was 
one  of  the  most  incisive 
of  Israel's  journalists,  able  to 
interpret  the  consequences  of 
events  before  other  people 
realised  there  would  be 
consequences. 

For  years  he  was  the  Jeru- 
salem Post’s  Knesset  reporter 
but  because  of  his  overseas 
contacts  and  broadcasting 
ability  he  represented  the 
BBC,  Newsweek,  the  Austra- 


lian. and  the  Daily  Mail  in  Is- 
rael. Israeli  MPs  sometimes 
consulted  him  before  making 
speeches,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently the  first  to  know 
about  emergency  summits  in 
the  King  David  Hotel. 

The  BBC  used  Wallfish  as  a 
kind  of  deputy  correspondent, 
and  his  coverage  for  the  cor- 
poration of  Yitzhak  Rabin’s 
funeral  of  last  year,  one  of  his 
final  broadcasts,  was  a crown- 
ing achievement  For  more 


than  20  years  he  was  the  Is- 
raeli correspondent  of  my 
BBC  and  then  LBC  programs 
You  Don ’t  Have  To  Be  Jewish. 
His  coverage  for  us  of  the 
Yom  Kippur  war  and  of  the 
Entebbe  rescue  was  remark- 
able for  the  amount  of  infor- 
mation he  distilled  in  a ridic- 
ulously short  time. 

His  mast  effective  reporting 
was  as  the  first  journalist  to 
delve  into  the  political  ma- 
noeuvres that  led  to  the  1982 


war  in  Lebanon.  And  he  had  a 
knack  of  presenting  a human 
element  On  the  day  of  the 
rescue  of  the  hijacked  Israeli 
passengers  taken  to  Amin's 
Uganda,  he  explained  how  it 
felt  to  be  waiting  for  tiw  news 
of  an  old  lady  stranded  with- 
out her  heart  pills. 

One  erf  his  great  assets  for 
broadcasting  to  Britain  was 
his  pure,  unadulterated  Lan- 
cashire accent  — even  when 
be  spoke  in  Hebrew. 


r He  was  born  in  Salford  and 
, his  roots  played  a huge  part 
in  his  thinking.  He  took  a 
degree  in  oriental  languages 
at  Oxford  before  emigrating 
to  Israel  in  1949.  less  than  a 
year  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Jewish  state.  He  was 
not  a religious  Jew,  but  he 
was  imbued  with  Zionism  and 
bad  been  active  in  the  Ha- 1 
bonim  youth  movement.  i 
Before  going  to  IsmeL  he 
worked  in  a Marseilles  imrai- ' 
grant  transit  camp,  where  he 
met  his  French  wife.  Claude. 
Wben  he  arrived  in  the 
country,  he  became  a founder 
member  of  the  essentially 
British  kibbutz  of  Kfar  Han- 
assi  — village  of  the  President 
— m Upper  Galilee,  now  one 


of  the  most  successful  in  Is- 
rael. He  stayed  for  12  years, 
working  as  a youth  counsel- 
lor. with  two  years  off  as  an 
emissary  to  the  north  Ameri- 
can Jewish  communities. 

He  left  the  kibbutz  In  1961 
and  worked  for  three  years  in 
the  Israel  Defence  Force’s 
censor's  office.  Then  the 
gamekeeper  turned  poacher, 
and  joined  the  Jerusalem  • 
Post  His  coverage  erf  the  Yom 
Kippur'  War  won  him  the 
Overseas  Press  Club  Award.  ' 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow  i 
and  four  children.  I 


IWchael  Freedland 


...  , . - y-Kr 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  15 1996 


General  Jean  Crepin 


Man  behind 


Malcolm  MacEwan expulsion  from  the  Communist  Party  was  "like  a second  amputation"  photograph,  cavio  banks 


countryside  conservation. 
Late  in  life  he  became  a friend 
and  host  for  the  American 
philosopher  of  urban  life 
Lewis  Mumford,  and  con- 
cluded that  “no  lasting  solu- 
tion to  the  problems  of  war, 
social  disorder  and  environ- 
mental degeneration  can  be 
found  without  abandoning 
the  high-energy,  high-mobil- 
ity, intensely  individual  style 
of  life  developed  by  the  ad- 
vanced industrial  nations.** 
He  thought  this  view  just  as 
revolutionary,  for  our  day,  as 
Marxism  had  been  for  his. 


Peter  Waterman  writes.  Serge 
Chermayeff’s  obituary  (May 
in  concentrated  on  his  British 
achievements  and  neglected 
his  later  thinking  on  measures 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  "the 
liquidation  of  the  spirit  of  com- 
munity". These  ideas  appeared 
in  1971  in  The  Shape  iff  Com- 
munity — the  Realization  iff 
Human  Potential  written  with 
Alexander  Tzonls. 

Chermayeff's  view  was  that 
the  technology  must  serve  all 
human  beings  and  not  just  \ 
the  affluent  Mobility,  "the 
dramatic  masquerade"  of 
modern  man  as  passive  con- 
sumer. is  compared  with  the 
need  for  tranquility  to  be 
found  by  individual  action 
and  control  in  community. 

He  believed  that  the  urban  i 
environment  is  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a whole.  Social  reme- 
dies as  projects  “little  plans 
and  tiny  economies  win  van- 
ish like  needles  in  the  urban 
haystack".  It  is  the  quality  of 
all  experience  at  toe  local 
community  level  that  is  Im- 
portant if  people  are  not  to  be 
j "deprived  of  opportunity  or 
corrupted  by  a degraded  envi- 
ronment". Chermayeff  be- 
lieved that  the  price  of  neglect- 
ing the  poor  and 
disadvantaged  is  paid  for  by 
toe  loss  to  everybody's  quality 
of  life. 

His  detailed  solutions  need 
reconsidering  but  his  main 
point  is  that  a policy  to  pro- 
duce a quality  local  commu- 
nity for  everybody  rather  than 
national  programmes  for  par- 
ticular groups  is  the  way  to 
tackle  our  social  problems. 


GENERAL  Jean  Cre- 
pin,  who  has  died 
aged  87,  was  widely 
regarded  as  the 
father  of  the. French  missile 
programme,  including  its  nu- 
clear deterrent  and  the  Ezo- 
cets  used  to  devastating  effect 
in  the  1982  Falklands  conflict 
it  was  Crispin'  who  com* 
manded  the  artillery  m Gen- 
eral PhlUippe  Leclsrc’s  Free 
French  Second  Armoured 
Division  when'  it  liberated 
Paris  in  August  1944.  And  It 
was  Crbpin  again  who 
replaced  General  Massu  as 
commander  of  the  Algiers 
army  corps  during  the  I960 
Algerie  Franpatse  antl-De 
Gaulle  revolt 

After  graduating  from 
L’Ecole  Polytechnique,  Cre- 
pin was  an  army  officer  in  i 
China  and  Africa.  When 
France  fell  in  1940  he  was  in 
the  Cameroons  and  met  Le- 
derc.  He  was  to  participate, 
with  toe  legendary  2nd  Ar- 
moured Division,  in  all  of  the  , 
general’s  campaigns  in  Libya, 
Tunis  and  northern  Europe. 
In  1943  he  became  command- 
er of  the  division’s  artillery. 

Alter  the  war  he  was  des- 
patched. to  Indochina  (Viet- 
nam) as  adjutant  to  General 
Valluy,  commander  of  French 
troops  in  the  north.  He  played 
a significant  role  in  talks  with 
Ho  Chi  Minh  and  toe  Viet- 
mrnh  who  were  Mxtktng  inde- 
pendence. In  1946  he  was  ap- 
pointed commissar  for 
TOnkin  and  North  Annam.  He 
was  spared  the  humiliation  erf 
France's  eventual  defeat  in 
Vietnam  by  a return  to  Paris. 

In  1949,  now  a two  star  gen- 
eral, he  became  military  ad- 
viser to  defence  minister 
Rene  Pleven,  and  military 
counsellor  to  Prime  Minister 
Georges  BidaulL  In  1954,  after 
serving  as  deputy  general  sec- 
retary of  national  defence,  he 
became  inspector  general  fin- 
weapons  programmes  and 
manufacture.  But  as  the  Alge- 
rian war  was  sucking 
France's  military  elite  into  its 
embrace,  Crepin  collected  his 
third  star  with  the  army 
corps  in  Algiers  before  rising, 
with  a fourth  star,  to  com- 
mand a division  in  the  south- 
ern Oran  region. 

Crepin  was  a tough,  uncom- 


promising soldier,  and  there 
was  never  any  hint  aftfce  ex- 
cessive vigour  which  spoiled 
the  reputations  of  so  many  « 
his  peers.  So,  two  months 
after  replacing  Massn,  he  be- 
came chief  of  French  ftotes  in 

Algeria,  replacing  the  dis- 
graced General  Cballe. 

In  February  of  .the 
fallowing  year,  aged  53,  he  be- 
came France's  youngest  five 
star  general,  assuming  com- 
Tppnd  of  French  forces  in  Ger- 
I many.  Thus  did  he  end  his 
army  career  as  the  last 
French  general  to  command  a 
central  European  Nato  sector. 

He  left  the  army  in  1967  and 
began  a career  in  industry.  As 


Crispin . . - five  star  career 


president  of  Nord-Aviation  he 
fostered  research  and  develop- 
ment of  anti-tank  and  surface- 
to-air  missiles.  Most  of  the 
current  arsenal  of  Hot.  Milan 
and  Roland  systems,  the  Phi- 
ton  and  Hades  tactical  nuclear 
missiles,  and  toe  Exocet  were 
developed  under  Crepln’s 
guidance.  He  oversaw  the 
merger  betweeen  Nord  and 
Sud  Aviation  and  Ss-eb  to 
form  SNIAS  (now  Aerospa- 
tiale), remained  vice-president 
until  his  1975  retirement,  and 
was  until  recently  a military 
adviser  to  the  company. 

Crepin’s  wife,  Simone,  pre- 
deceased him.  and  he  is  sur- 
vived by  his  two  daughters. 


Jufian  HowoHh 


Jean  Crepin,  soldier  and  Indus- 
trialist. bom  September  1.  1908; 
died  May  4. 1996 


Birthdays 


Madeleine  Albright,  US  am- 
bassador to  the  UN,  59;  Rich- 
ard Avedon.  photographer, 
73:  Prof  Sir  James  Baddiley, 
biochemist  78;  Dame  Euge- 
nia Charles,  former  prime 
minister  of  Dominica.  77; 
Michael  Clap  ham.  Labour 
MP,  53;  Constance  Cum- 
mings, actress,  85;  Ted  Dex- 
ter, former  chairman,  Eng- 
land Cricket  Selectors 
Committee.  61;  Brian  Eno, 
rock  musician.  48;  David 
Gore-Booth,  ambassador  to 
Saudi  Arabia,  53;  Andrew 
Hargreaves,  Conservative 
MP,  41;  Richard  Hough, 
author,  74;  Prof  Lionel 
Knights,  emeritus  professor 
of  English  Literature,  Cam- 
bridge University,  90;  Karin 
Krog,  jazz  singer,  59;  Chris- 
tina Lamb,  writer  and  Jour- 
nalist, 31;  John  Lanchbery, 
ballet  composer,  73;  Ellis  Lar- 
kins, jazz  pianist,  73;  Bar- 
bara Lott,  actress.  76;  Mary 
Lyon;  geneticist,  71; 
Anthony  and  Peter  Shaffer, 


playwrights,  both  70;  Peter 
Smith,  ambassador  to  Mada- 
gascar, 54;  Prof  Stephen 
Sparks,  geologist,  47;  Neil 
Stacey,  actor,  55;  Ralph 
Steadman,  cartoonist.  59; 
Prof  Sir  Eric  Stroud,  paedia- 
trician, 73. 


Death  Notices 


HOLLAND.  Don*  Raymond  of  BaJMI 
RowL  Birbagu  who  pas sad  away  pesra- 
luily  on  Friday  4 Ml  May  1096.  Aged  79 


tuily  on  Friday  IMl  May  1B06.  Aged  79 
yeare.  The  funeral  eerrioa  wHl  take  place 
al  The  Heart  of  England.  crematorium.  Nuv 
aaon  on  Friday  17th  May  at  12  noon  Fam- 
ily flowers  only.  donations  tar  The  British 


Heart  Foundation.  Afl  enquiries  and  dona- 
tions ta  C.  Sailer  Co.  Ltd.  Funeral  Dlrec- 


^7' TSUppor  Bond  Street.  Hinckley.  Lelca 
01455  637457. 


at  Cowley  Maw.  Funeral  service  at 
Tewkesbury  Abbey  11.30am  Friday  May 
17th.  No  flowers  please.  Conations  to 

Cheltenham  Q(S2  BAH. 

Mac  EWEN,  Malcolm.  JouiwIIbL  author. 

fwnwMIy  on  Saturday  11th 
May  1996  In  Exmoor.  Husband  oral  50 
years  companion  of  Ami.  stapfetiw  of 
Janet  and  Sudan  and  lather  of  Kathy, 
oranptalher  to  Jan.  Dan.  Beck*.  Ruby. 
JJtakfa:  Sam.  Joe.  Luke.  We  will  remember 
Mm  tar  hla  kwe,  humour  and  zwri  tor  Ufa. 
Cremation  to  taka  place  at  Taunton  Deane 
Crematorium,  on  Tuesday  May  31st  at  12 
"9°" , Howere  as  desired.  All  enquiries 
wKu  7DB09p,*r"  bT*aLm  Road'  “""head 


. t ■ 


U-  B Barrister  of  the  Inner 
d***  leased  76  yeans  at 
home.  Much  loved  husband  of  Betty,  and 
C«h«  dDecten.  Conrad.  Wan.  Rntarr. 
and  Brendan,  uncle,  grandfather,  and  great 
grandbther.  Proud  lush  man  and  Lntenm- 
wnaUat,  brave  scdaHer.  dedicated  teacher 
and  loyal  tattww  and  triend.  Cremation  « 
Lewoham  Crematorium,  Verdant  Lane,  on 
Weanasday  2a*f  May.  hi  2.3Qpjn.  U wtofwd. 
dwattarw  to  a OwtrtopiSr-a  Hospice.  By- 
£?  SfB?*  ™raBonal.  Rami- 
c RaVa°abounw  PMk 
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Asher  Wallfish,  Journalist,  bom 
June  10. 1928;  died  May  1 1996 


In  Memoriam 


Wallfish  — first  to  know 
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Abu  Dhabi  offers  BCCI  deal 


Notebook 


Patrick  Donovan 
CHy  Editor 

ORE  than  35,000 
British  deposi- 
W WH  tors  of  the  Bank 
■ ■■of  Credit  and 
■■  Commerce  In- 
ternational look  set  to  recoup 
up  to  40  per  cent  of  the  money 
they  lost  when  the  hank  col- 
lapsed in  July  1991,  after  the 
Abu  Dhabi  government  yes- 
terday agreed  to  pay  a com- 
pensation package  worth 
$1.8  billion  (£1.2  billion). 

After  years  of  litigation  this 
payment  represents  the  first 
firm  prospect  of  compensa- 


tion by  Abu  Dhabi,  which 
held  nearly  80  per  cent  of 
UCCI  shares. 

The  long-awaited  break- 
through will  come  as  wel- 
come news  to  the  250.000  de- 
positors who  lost  money 
when  BCCI  collapsed.  The 
British  depositors  and  credi- 
tors include  30  local  councils. 
The  worst  hit  was  the  West- 
ern Isles  which  lost  £24 
million. 

This  signals  the  end  of  an 
extraordinary  international 
investigation  into  a multi- 
billion  dollar  fraud  surround- 
, ing  the  collapse  of  BCCI 
which  has  Involved  a stagger- 
lug  2,000  different  law  suits 


and  involved  an  estimated  150 
million  documents.  Accoun- 
tancy fees  alone  are  estimated 
to  have  reached  $300  million. 
There  is  suspicion  that  the 
bank  was  widely  used  for 
money  laundering  and  other 
illicit  purposes  as  29,000  cus- 
tomers have  still  failed  to 
claim  deposits  worth  more 
than  $200  million. 

The  deal  appears  to  repre- 
sent a major  improvement  on 
the  terms  or  a previously  an- 
nounced 20  per  cent  pay-out 
which  is  scheduled  for  later 
this  summer. 

Last  night,  the  BCCI  Depos- 
itors Action  Group  said  it  was 
“delighted  with  the  news”.  It 


“has  been  pressing  for  this 
agreement  for  a long  time  and 
now  intends  to  devote  its 
efforts  to  ensuring  that  the 
liquidators  pay  a dividend 
during  June  1996  of  at  least  25 
per  cent  of  the  admitted  i 
claim",  I 

The  Abu  Dhabi  government 
has  agreed  to  pay  $1.55  billion 
directly  to  liquidators  Deloit- 
te  & Touche.  It  is  paying  a fur- 
ther sum  of  $250  mill  ion  into 
an  escrow  account  for  distri- 
bution at  a later  date. 

Compensation  for  deposi- 
tors will  be  further  increased 
by  payments  worth  at  least 
$243  million  from  the  US  au- 
thorities and  $400  million 


pledged  In  an  agreement  with 
Sheik  Khalid  bin  Nlahfouz  of 
Saudi  Arabia.  In  addition, 
more  money  is  expected  to  be 
raised  through  the  sale  of 
BCCI  assets  and  money  from 
BCCI  deposits  is  the  US. 

The  payout  proposal  has 
been  tied  up  in  the  interna- 
tional courts  for  nearly  four 
years.  In  a statement  the  liq- 
uidators said  the  deal  "consti- 
tutes a major  step  forward  In 
the  liquidation  towards  the 
payment  of  a first  dividend  to 
BCCI  of  admitted  creditors 
later  this  year.  The  amount  of 
the  first  dividend  will  be  sub- 
ject to  court  decisions  which 
are  currently  in  progress." 


The  liquidators  declined  to 
speculate  on  how  much  de- 
positors stand  to  recoup. 
Well-placed  sources  said 
refunds  could  total  at  least  40 
per  cent  of  original  depositor 
losses  of  $10  billion. 

In.  a statement,  the  Abu 
Dhabi  government  said  that 
it?  "principal  concern 
throughout  this  affair  has 
been  that  depositors  and  cred- 
itors of  BCCI  are  treated 
fairly”.  As  the  majority  share- 
holder it  has  “consistently 
maintained  that  agreement 
with  the  liquidators  is  the 
only  outcome  capable  of  pro- 
viding a significant  return  for 
creditors."  r 


Rates  on  the  up, 
although  not  yet 


Inflation  report  sees  pay  held  down  by  part-time  work  and  job  insecurity  despite  Ministers’  claims 

Dole  queue 
to  shrink, 
says  Bank 


§p# 


Larry  Elliott 
Economics  Editor 

BRITAIN'S  jobless 
total  could  be  set  to 
foil  sharply  over  the 
coming  years  as  ris- 
ing job  insecurity  and  the 
growth  in  part-time  work 
keep  the  lid  on  pay  increases, 
the  Rank  of  England  said 
yesterday. 

Hie  Bank's  quarterly  infla- 
tion report  flatly  contradicted 
claims  by  government  minis- 
ters that  job  insecurity  was  “a 
state  of  mind”  but  stressed 
that  the  changing  face  of  the 
labour  market  could  help  to. 
cut  the  dole  queues. 

Although  file  official  unem- 
ployment total  has  already 
dropped  by  more  than  750,000 
since  its  peak  of  almost 
3,000,000  in  late  1992,  the  Bank 
believes  that  its  “natural"  — 
or  non-inflationary  rate  — is 
well  under  two  million. 

Mervyn  King,  the  Bank’s 
economics  director,  said  yes- 
terday that  provided  Britain 
avoided  the  excesses  of  a 
boom-bust  cycle,  there  was 
evidence  that  the  natural  rate 
could  be  similar  to  that  in  the 
US.  thought  to  be  around  8 
per  cent  of  the  workforce. 

Mr  King  was  reluctant  to  be 
drawn  on  how  low  the  Bank 


thinks  unemployment  could 
go  without  triggering  a surge 
in  pay  inflation,  but  a 6 per 
cent  jobless  rate  in  the  UK 
would  imply  a jobless  total  of 
around  1,500,000. 

Treasury  officials  also  be- 
lieve that  the  deregulation  of 
the  labour  market  has  made 
this  feasible  because  workers 
are  “pricing  themselves  back  I 
into  work”  by  being  willing  to  I 
accept  lower  wage  increases. 

The  Inflation  Report  said: 
“Real  [inflation-adjusted] 
earnings  growth  continues  to 
be  surprisingly  low,  raising 
the  possibility  that  the  natu- 
ral rale  of  unemployment  is 
lower  than  in  the  1980s". 

It  added  that  the  three-year 
foil  in  unemployment  had 
been  accompanied  by  only  a 
0.6  per  cent  increase  in  real 
earnings,  and  that  there  was 
no  evidence  of  the  level  of  pay 
settlements  ticking  up. 

The  report  stressed  that 
most  of  the  jobs  created  since 
the  recovery  began  have  been 
part-time  and  many  workers 
were  frustrated  by  this.  In 
1990  only  15  per  cent  of  part- 
time  male  workers  wanted  a 
full-time  job  but  by  1995  this 
had  risen  to  25  per  cent  In 
addition,  the  Inflation  Report 
noted  that  workers  were  be- 
coming more  worried,  about 
clinging  on  to  their  jobs. 


Eye  to  eye . . .not  for  Bank  of  England  Governor  Eddie  George  and  the  Chancellor 
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Ken  and  Eddie  go  separate  ways|f^-h™silSb^ioSthe 


John  Glover  in  BUtan 

and  Sarah  Ryle 

Chancellor  Kenneth 
Clarke  and  Bank  of 
England  Governor  Ed- 
die George  appeared  to  be  on 
a collision  course  last  night 
over  Britain’s  role  in  Europe. 

Mr  Clarke,  the  cabinet  min- 
ister most  disliked  by  the 
growing  army  of  Euroscep- 
tics, told  businessmen  in  Lon- 
don that  Britain  faced  a bleak 
economic  future  unless  it 
remained  at  the  heart  of  the 
European  Union  where  it 
could  influence  key  decisions. 

Mr  George,  however, 
warned  in  a lecture  in  Milan 
that  further  integration  in 


Europe  could  be  more  danger- 
ous for  Britain  than  remain- 
ing on  the  sidelines. 

He  said:  “I  understand  that 
the  single  currency  project  in 
particular  has  been  identified 
as  a convenient  lead  ship  in 
the  convoy  by  those  wishing 
to  drive  forward  the  political 
integration  of  Europe.  1 would 
only  caution  that  even  on  this 
course,  unless  we  are  confi- 
dent that  the  economic  condi- 
tions are  favourable,  the  con- 
voy could  be  led  into  rough 
water." 

At  the  same  time  that  Mr 
George  was  speaking,  the 
Chancellor  told  pro-European  I 
businessmen  that  Britain’s  | 
economic  and  political  health 
absolutely  depended  upon  its 


place  at  the  centre  erf  the 
European  Union. 

Mr  Clarke  said:  “We  do  Dot 
want  to  be  relegated  to  the 
margins  of  the  great  eco- 
nomic and  political  debates  of 
the  21  st  century.  I want  the  ! 
UK  to  have  dout,  to  punch 
above  its  weight  and  to  have  a 
large  say  in  setting  the 
agenda  for  Europe.” 

The  Chancellor  said  that 
the  decision  on  whether  to. 
join  a single  currency  would 
be  carefully  weighed  at  the 
time.  But  he  made  it  clear 
that  be  thought  Britain  had 
suffered  in  the  past  from  not 
being  at  the  centre  of  all 
European  decisions  from  the 
beginning. 

Mr  George  agreed  that  the 


single  market  had  served 
British  trade  well,  but  said: 
“There  is  perhaps  more  hesi- 
tation about  the  justification 
for  extending  the  principles 
underlying  the  single  market 
legislation  into  other  areas.”  1 
Speaking  in  Milan  before 
his  lecture  at  the  Universita 
Commerciale,  Mr  George  said 
even  if  the  Germans  and 
French  brought  their  high  un- 
employment rates  down  to 
Maastricht  criteria  levels, 
monetary  union  might  still  be 
inadvisable.  He  said:  “If  I did 
not  think  that  the  conditions 
were  sustainable  without  ten- 
sions then  we  would  have  to 
think  seriously  about 
whether  it  was  a club  it  was 
safe  to  join.” 


Alexandre  Lamfa- 
Inssy,  head  of  the  Euro- 
pean Monetary  Institute, 
yesterday  shocked  the  fi- 
nancial community  by  an- 
nouncing he  is  to  step  down 
next  year,  (writes  Richard 
Thomas). 

Mr  Lamfalussy,  66,  had 
been  expected  to  steer  the 
delicate  process  of  trans- 
forming the  Institute  into  a 
European  Central  Bank  if 
plans  for  a single  currency 
come  to  fruition  after  1999.  1 
But  Mr  Lamfalussy  has 
stunned  even  the  EMI 
with  his  decision  to  finish 
in  July  1997.  Spokeswoman 
Regina  Schoeller  said:  “We 
were  surprised  as  well.  It's 
a question  of  age.”  He  will 


leave  in  July  1997.  Mr  Lam- 
falussy’s  chosen  successor 
is  Wlm  Duisenberg,  gover- 
nor of  the  Dutch  central 
bank  and  president  of  the 
Bank  of  International 
Settlements.  EMI  officials 
insisted  that  Mr  Duisen- 
berg — a passionate  sup- 
porter of  monetary  union  — 
would  not  automatically 
become  head  of  the  Euro- 
pean Bank. 

His  appointment,  which 
has  been  suggested  by  the 
15  central  bank  governors 
on  the  EMI  council.  Is  ex- 
pected to  be  approved  with- 
out dissent  by  the  Euro- 
pean Union  heads  of  state, 
who  meet  next  month  in 
Florence. 


Edited  by 
Alex  Bmmmer 

I Y sending  a clear  signal 
f—^that  the  next  move  in 
I— J interest  rates  ought  to 
be  upwards,  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land has  potentially  set  itself 
on  a collision  course  with 
Chancellor  Kenneth  Clarke. 
Plainly,  Mr  Clarke  — already 
under  fire  within  his  own 
party  for  his  robustly  pro- 
European  instincts  and  his 
lectures  on  fiscal  restraint  — 
would  prefer  not  to  come  to 
blows  with  the  Bank  over  in- 
terest rates  in  the  period  be- 
fore an  election,  especially  as 
the  Inflation  Report  judge- 
ment is  based  only  on 
probabilities. 

The  Bank  is,  however,  firm 
in  its  judgment  about  mone- 
tary conditions  and  the  evi- 
dence from  the  markets  about 
trends  in  short-term  interest 
rates.  The  Bank,  like  the 
Treasury,  is  keen  to  learn 
from  past  mistakes.  It  notes 
that  it  was  precisely  at  this 
Juncture  in  the  economic 
cycle,  with  short-term  weak- 
ness in  certain  sectors,  that 
“policy  mistakes  tended  to 
made”. 

The  greatest  risks  appear  to 
be  in  the  monetary  data,  with 
both  broad  money  and  the 
Bank's  own  measure  of  Divi- 
sia,  which  weights  the  ele- 
ments in  broad  money  M4. 
signalling  danger. 

However,  the  best  guide  to 
the  direction  of  interest  rates 
comes  from  the  Bank’s  mar- 
ket analysis.  This  shows  that 
at  the  start  of  1996,  the  mar- 
kets were  building  in  a quar- 
ter-point rise  in  base  rates  by 
mid-way  through  next  year 
(the  final  date  for  the  elec- 
tion), whereas  now  there  is  a 
half-point  rise  in  the  markets. 
An  even  more  distinct  pattern 
can  be  seen  in  gilt  yields, 
reflecting  Inflationary  expec- 
tations, which  rose  89  basis 
points  (not  for  short  of  a full 
percentage  point)  since  mid- 
January. 

Although  this  points  to  a 
future  rate  rise,  there  is  no 
immediate  pressure.  Indeed, 
for  the  first  time  since  the 
pound  bounced  out  of  the  ex- 
change rate  mechanism  in 
September  1992,  it  is  possible 
that  the  Chancellor  may  have 
received  some  help  from  the 
foreign  exchange  markets. 
With  sterling  almost  half-a- 
point  higher  against  the  cur- 
rencies of  the  UK’s  major 
trading  partners,  the  risks  of 
Imported  inflation  has  tempo- 
rarily diminished.  This 
relieves  the  pressure  at  the 
start  of  the  prices  pipeline. 


Busy  line 


AS  Ionlca's  television 
campaign  for  its  new 
phone  service  thunders: 
"The  revolution’s  here.  You 
know  that  it’s  right"  But  is 
this  true? 

Ionlca's  new  local  network, 
which  uses  radio  links  rather 
than  costly  copper  cables,  is 


certainly  a revolution  in  the 
UK  and  will  eventually  offer 
consumers  an  alternative  to 
BT  and  the  cable  companies. 

But  is  it  right?  Ionica’s 
technology  may  well  be  a neat 
solution  to  a problem  which 
is  fast  being  resolved  by  the 
rapid  growth  of  mobile 
phones  and  the  slower  on- 
ward march  of  the  cable 
companies. 

Ionicji,  which  has  already 
blotted  its  copybook  by  miss- 
ing its  launch  date,  will  have 
a hard  task  convincing  cus- 
tomers to  switch  from  tried 
and  tested  technologies.  How- 
ever, the  cable  companies, 
now  signing  up  one  in  four 
households  passed  as  telecom 
customers,  have  shown  that 
the  phone  market  is  certainly 
sensitive  to  price. 

The  Ionica  service  comes 
with  lots  of  whistles  and  bells 
as  standard  — something 
which  BT  should  have  done 
long  ago  — and  it  has  the 
added  advantage  of  being  eas- 
ily deployed  in  less  populated 
areas. 

Given  its  new  technology 
and  the  strength  of  its  com- 
petitors, Ionlca’s  future  is 
fragile.  A few  wrong  steps  and 
bad  publicity  would  wreak 
havoc  with  its  credibility. 


Allied  strategy 

ALLIED  Domecq  is  used 
to  being  in  trouble,  but 
its  new  chairman.  Sir 
Christopher  Hogg,  is  not. 
While  Allled-Lyons,  as  It  then 
was.  lost  millions  on  anything 
from  bad  foreign  exchange 
deals  to  badly-timed  acquisi- 
tions. Sir  Christopher  was 
charting  a careful  and  suc- 
cessful course  at  Courtaulds 
and  then  Reuters. 

His  recent  appointment  at 
Allied  raised  hopes  in  the 
City  that  he  might  apply  the 
demerger  treatment  which 
Courtaulds  pioneered.  He 
might  yet,  although  it  seems 
clear  that  there  will  he  no 
such  drama  in  the  immediate 
future.  Chief  executive  Tony 
Hales,  who  has  been  leading 
attempts  to  free  Allied  from 
its  past,  still  has  time  to  show 
that  escape  is  Imminent 
Allied  has  sold  the  remains 
of  the  Lyons  food  business,  at 
a hefty  price  to  earnings.  But 
unfortunately,  the  past  has 
left  it  with  plenty  more  to  es- 
cape from,  and  limited  means 
of  doing  so. 

Only  the  pub  chains  cur- 
rently seem  in  good  shape.  In 
brewing,  once  the  company's 
heart  the  shake-up  of  the  last 
few  years  has  left  Allied  with 
an  unwanted  half  share  In 
low-profit  Carlsberg-Tetley, 
apparently  at  the  mercy  of 
dithering  ministers  over  the 
attempted  sale  to  Bass.  The 
trouble  is  Allied  paid  too 
much  attention  to  building 
Tetley  as  a national  brand, 
without  realising  the  future 
lay  in  premium  products. 

In  spirits,  which  in  the  late 
1980s  seemed  to  be  the  sav- 
iour of  every  drinks  com- 
pany, Allied  is  now  faced  with 
pouring  more  marketing 
money  into  brands  which,  on 
the  whole,  do  not  deserve  it 
As  in  beer,  the  group  appears 
to  have  too  few  top  brands. 

Perhaps  Sir  Christopher 
can  engineer  some  kind  of 
radical  departure.  Otherwise 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  Allied 
will  shake  off  its  grim  reputa- 
tion. 


Societies  fight  for  life 


Mutual  admiration 
is  becoming  a thing 
of  the  past,  writes 

Teresa  Hunter 

Building  societies 
could  disappear  com- 
pletely unless  they  sig- 
nificantly undercut  the  banks 
on  mortgages  and  savings, 
delegates  were  told  on  the  eve 
of  their  ann'ual  conference  in 
Birmingham  yesterday. 
-Building  Societies  Associa- 
tion director  general  Adrian 
Coles  said:  “It’s  not  going  to 
be  enough  to  assume  there 
will  always  be  building  societ- 
ies because  there  always  have 
hoon  They  have  got  to  justify 
their  existence.” 

Speaking  to  a seminar  of 
regional  societies,  Mr  Coles  , 
pointed  out  that  when  toe 
Halifax,  Woolwich  and  Alli- 
ance Sc  Leicester  have  com- 
pleted plans- to  become  public  , 
companies,  the  combined 
mortgage  assets  of  the 
remaining  societies  will  be 
barely  those  of  toe  Halifax 
alone.  . , 

He  said:  ‘The  remaining 
societies  will  account  for  less 


than  20  per  cent  of  mortgage 
landing.  Our  collective  lobby- 
ing power  will  be  diminished, 

. if  not  disappear  altogether. 
We  will  lose  influence  with 
toe  key  opinion  formers  and 
be  further  down  their  must- 
call  list” 

More  optimistically.  Mr 
Coles  applauded  societies  for 
providing  strong  competition 
in  toe  mortgage  and  savings 
market  — ■ allowing  consum- 
ers generally  to  benefit  from 
keener  interest  rates. 

•*We  have  to  convince 
people  that  building  societies 
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are  not  just  different  but  are 
better  than  other  financial  in- 
stitutions,’' he  said. 

A rift  appears  to  be  emerg- 
ing between  toe  mutual  soci- 
eties — which  are  owned  by 
their  savers  and  borrowers  — 
and  former  societies  which 
have  decided  to  abandon  mu- 
tual status  and  hand  over 
their  ownership  to 
shareholders. 

The  Abbey  National  and 
Cheltenham  & Gloucester, 
which  have  both  abandoned 
mutual  status,  have  boycotted 
the  conference  for  toe  first 
time,  and  there  are  markedly 
fewer  representatives  from 
the  Halifax  and  Alliance  & 
Leicester. 

Aggressive  mortgage  reduc- 
tions by  those  committed  to 
remaining  building  societies 
and  loyalty  bonuses  for  sav- 
ers are  thought  to  be  driving 
a wedge  between  them  and 
the  pics,  whose  first  priority 
is  returns  to  the  shareholder. 

Peter  Rowley,  Darlington 
Building  Society  chief  execu- 
tive. claimed  that  only  by 
banding  together  could  small 
societies  provide  the  economy 
of  scale  and  access  to  new 
technology  available  to  toe 
big  players  while  remaining 
independent 


No  Rover  return 
until  year  2000 
says  BMW  chief 


Industrial  staff 

ROVER  will  remain  in  toe 
red  until  the  turn  of  the 
century,  said  BMW  chief 
Bernd  Pfschetsrieder 
yesterday. 

He  was  speaking  to  share- 
holders at  BMW’s  annual  gen- 
eral meeting.  His  forecast 
crowns  an  unsettling  period 
at  Rover,  acquired  two  years 
ago  by  BMW  for  £800  million 
from  British  Aerospace. 

At  toe  end  of  last  month 
chief  executive  John  Towers 
quit  sparking  fears  among 
unions  of  a wider  shake-up  in 
the  company. 

The  BMW  chairman  said 
that  losses  would  be  reduced 
in  1996  bat  toe  result  would 
still  be  negative  even  though 
sales  had  risen  by  9 per  cent 1 
to  162,000  in  toe  first  four  ' 
months  of  the  year. 

BMW’s  saw  its  total  turn- 
over increase  by  just  under 

1 billion  marks  to  DM16.3  bil- 
lion (£7  billion)  in  the  first 
four  months  of  toe  year.  For 
the  fUll  year,  the  group  ex- 
pected to  Improve  fast  year's 
profit  of  DM602  million  on 
sales  of  DM46.1  billion. 


Labour  casts  doubt  on  level 
of  Railtrack  registrations 


Allied  vows  action  on  spirits 
hangover  and  scotches  gossip 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 

Government  claims 
that  the  Railtrack  share 
offer  has  received  1.9  million 
registered  applications  were 
rejected  by  the  Labour  Party 
last  night 

Clare  Short  shadow  trans- 
port secretary,  said  Labour 
had  received  calls  from 
people  who  had  registered  for 
the  British  Gas  share  offer 
and  who  believe  their  names 
and  addresses  may  have  been 
used  for  the  Railtrack 
flotation. 

She  suggested  that  at  least 
140,000  applications  have 
been  rent  in  by  brokers  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  the  individuals  concerned. 

Ms  Short  said:  “The  success 
of  toe  Railtrack  share  offer  Is 
not  as  great  as  the  Govern- 
ment would  like  everybody  to 
believe.  Many  people  appear 
to  have  registered  only  to  as- 
sess the  offer  and  have  de- 
cided against  applying  for 
shares.” 

This  is  not  an  uncommon 
practice,  however.  Brokers 
often  act  in  what  they  regard 
as  the  best  interests  of  clients, 
even  though  many  applica- 


tions are  not  eventually  taken 
up. 

As  today’s  noon  deadline 
for  applications  approached, 
the  prevailing  advice  in  the 
City  was  that  Railtrack  was 
best  viewed  as  a short-term 
investment. 

Klein  wort  Benson  pointed 
out  that  the  Railtrack  share 
price  would  be  higher  but  for 
the  political  risk  inherent 
with  an  election  due  within  12 
months.  It  said  that  although 
"the  bark  of  the  Labour 
Party”  may  be  worse  than  its 
bite,  toe  yield  on  a fully  paid 
basis  at  the  issue  price  is  un- 
likely to  be  sufficient  to  give 
comfort. 

On  Railtrack's  growth  pros- 
pects, it  said  that  the  control 
of  access  charges  by  toe  rail 
regulator  meant  that  “the 
scope  for  revenue  growth  into 
the  next  century  will  be  par- 
ticularly modest”. . 

But  City  sources  main- 
tained that  the  offer  of  shares 
to  the  institutions  has  been 
four  times  oversubscribed, 
while  the  offer  to  private  in- 
vestors has  been  successful 
At  least  30  per  cent  of  the 
shares  will  be  allocated  to  toe 
public  although  that  propor- 
tion could  be  raised  depend- 
ing on  demand. 


Roger  Cowe 

ALUED  Domecq  yesterday 
#ipoured  cold  water  on 
speculation  that  it  was  about 
to  embark  on  a demerger. 

New  chairman  Sir  Christo- 
pher Hogg  tried  to  play  down 
expectations  of  a radical 
shake-up  despite  a 20  per  cent 
fall  in  profits  in  the  last  six 
months,  which  follows  years 
of  disappointing  results. 

There  had  been  speculation 
of  demerger  or  major  dis- 
posals after  Sir  Christopher's 
appointment  on  April  1,  espe- 
cially because  of  his  record  in 
splitting  Courtaulds.  But  he 
made  it  clear  yesterday  that 
the  group’s  existing  strategy 
would  be  given  time  to  pro- 
duce a turnaround. 

Chief  executive  Tony  Hales 
promised  vigorous  action  to 
restore  profits,  although  he 
had  a limited  time  to  deliver, 
but  warned  that  the  tough 


TOURIST  RATES  — SANK  SELLS 


Australia  1.83 
Austria  1583 
Belgium  4620 
Canada  2.0150 
Cyprus  0.8950 
Denmark  8.73 
Finland  7.13 


Franca  7.5875 
Germany  2JSOO 
Greece  360.00 
Hong  Kong  11.41 
India  53.22 

Ireland  0.9425 
Israel  4JS7 


world  market  for  spirits 
would  make  it  difficult. 

“We  have  no  Illusion  that  a 
return  to  profit  growth  Is  the 
priority,  and  that  thin  man. 
agement  team  will  be  judged 
an  that  basis.” 

Mr  Hales  said  a new  organi- 
sation and  marketing  strat- 
egy should  improve  the  finan- 
cial performance  of  the  wine 
and  spirit  business,  which 
caused  most  of  the  latest 
profit  reduction.  Greater  res- 
ponsibility has  been  given  to 
local  sales  and  marketing 
managers,  and  the  company 
plans  to  focus  more  of  its  mar- 
keting on  key  brands  such  as 
Ballan tine’s  and  Kahlua,  as 
well  as  spending  more  in  the 
key  US  market 

He  refused  to  comment  on 
the  status  of  Allied’s  holding 
in  the  Carlsberg-Tetley  brew- 
ing joint  venture.  Bass  Is 
widely  understood  to  be  ready 
to  buy  the  stake  if  permitted 
by  toe  Office  of  Fair  Trading. 


Italy  2,309  Singapore  2.0775 

Malta  05390  South  Atrioa  041 

Netherlands  2J5175  Spain  137.25 
New  Zealand  2.1375  Sweden  10.09 
Norway  9.71  Switzerland  1J2fiD 

Portugal  232.25  Turkey  111,951 
Saudi  Arabia  5.84  USA  1.4775 


Supplied  by  NafWeai  Bank  (excluding  Indian  rupee  and  Israeli  shekel). 
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ionica  targets  BT  I 
with  digital  radio 
phone  service 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May.  15 1996 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 

BRITISH  Telecom,  al- 
ready losing  60,000 
customers  a month 
to  the  cable  compa- 
nies, faces  even  greater  com- 
petition following  the  launch 
yesterday  of  Ionica's  residen- 
tial phone  service. 

Cambridge-based  Ionica 
aims  to  undercut  BT  by  up  to 
20  per  cent  using  digital  radio 
signals,  rather  than  conven- 
tional copper  lines,  to  link 
homes  to  its  network. 

Chief  executive  Nigel  Play- 
ford  said  the  service  would  be 
offered  in  the  Eastern  region 
first  and  then  rolled  out  to 
neighbouring  regions  every 


two  months.  A national  net- 
work could  be  completed  in 
two  years. 

He  said  the  group  aimed  to 
have  about  one  million  cus- 
tomers — 5 per  cent  of  the  UK 
residential  and  small  busi- 
ness market  — by  the  year 
2000,  although  profitability 
required  only  2 per  cent 
Initially  its  prices  will  be 
set  at  fixed  rates  below  those 
of  BT  — rental  charges  at  20 
per  cent  less  and  charges  for 
local,  national  and  interna- 
tional calls  at  15  per  cent 
Ionica’s  basic  service  will 
also  include  a number  of  fea- 
tures. such  as  call  barring,  for 
which  BT  customers  pay 
extra,  and  others  which  BT 
does  not  yet  offer. 

Every  Ionica  line,  for  exam- 


Talking  radio  waves^® 


How  the  Ionica  telephone  system  works 


Main 
network 
Link  with  other 
telephone  operators 

Local 

I exchange 


Connected  to 
modem,  tax 
and  telephone 
using  existing 
cables 


pie,  will  have  three  numbers 
with  distinctive  ringing 
tones.  “It  means  that  if  you 
are  watching  football  on  tele- 
vision and  the  phone  rings, 
you  can  stay  where  you  are 
because  the  ringing  tone  will 
tell  you  if  the  call  Is  for  the 
kids,"  Mr  Playford  said. 

A flat  foot-high,  octagonal 
aerial  mounted  on  the  outside 
of  the  house  is  linked  by  a 
single  wire  to  an  internal  tele- 
phone socket  that  is  folly 
compatible  with  existing 
equipment.  Including  com- 
puter modems  and  foxes. 

Mr  Playford  said  Ionica, 
whose  shareholders  Include 
Yorkshire  Electricity,  North- 
ern Electric  and  Telecom  Fin- 
land, had  invested  £150  mil- 
lion so  far  and  would 
probably  need  a further 
£200  million  to  complete  a na- 
tionwide network.  The  com- 
pany might  be  floated  on  the 
stock  market  next  year. 

The  company  believes  it 
will  get  a boost  from  the  intro- 
duction later  this  year  of 
number  portability,  which  at 
lows  customers  to  change 
telephone  companies  without 
changing  numbers. 

• BT  is  expected  to  reveal  its 
first  year -on-year  net  loss  of 
residential  customers  when  it 
announces  full  year  results 
on  Thursday.  Profits  are  ex- 
pected to  be  about  9 per  cent 
up  at  around  £2.9  billion 
mainly  as  a result  of  lower 
redundancy  costs. 
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Motoring  on . . . Daimler  Benz  technicians  have  produced  anew  ftiei  cell  for  the  electric  car  Necar  £L  The  car,  which  has  no  emissions  and  is  powered 
by  a reaction  between  hydrogen  and  oxygen,  can  carry  six  people  and  travel  at  speeds  of  more  than  100km  an  hour  with  a range  of 250km 


AT&T  ties  Euro-knot 


GA  cites  weather  as  profits 
fail  and  drivers  pay  more 


News  in  brief 


Nicholas  Bannister 


AMERICA'S  largest  com- 
munications group, 
AT&T,  is  to  mount  its 
assault  on  the  European  busi- 
ness market  through  a joint 
venture  with  the  Swiss,  Swed- 
ish. Dutch  and  Spanish 
national  telecom  companies. 

The  five  companies  have 
agreed  to  create  a pan-Euro- 
pean communications  and 
multimedia  services  company 
with  5,000  employees  and  rev- 
enues of  more  than 
£650  million. 

AT&T  is  to  inject  almost  all 
its  European  operations,  in- 
cluding those  in  the  UK,  into 
Unisource,  the  business  tele- 


Telegraph 
profits  hit 
despite 
rise  in  sales 


Tony  May 


A SURGE  of  47  per  cent  in 
newsprint  prices  helped 
to  slash  59  per  cent  off  first- 
quarter  profits  of  the  Tele- 
graph group,  which  publishes 
Britain's  biggest-selling  UK 
broadsheet  newspaper. 

Profits  were  £6.6  million  in 
the  three  months  to  March  31 
against  £16.2  million  in  the 
same  period  last  year. 

The  fall  came  despite  a 
19  per  cent  rise  in  sales  to 
£72.9  million  for  the  quarter. 
It  reflected  higher  production 
costs  attributable  to  the  Sun- 
day Telegraph  Magazine, 
launched  in  September  1995, 
and  a fall  in  the  contribution 
from  John  Fairfax  Holdings 
— an  associate  company  in 
Australia  — ■ of  40  per  cent  to 
£5.9  million. 

The  group  said  demand  for 
newsprint  had  levelled  off 
and  prices  had  stabilised. 

• Lord  Stevens,  chairman  of 
United  News  and  Media, 
which  owns  the  Express 
group  of  newspapers,  told  yes- 
terday’s annual  general  meet- 
ing the  group  was  making  i 
useful  progress  following  its 
merger  with  MAI  in  April. 


com  company  owned  by  Swiss 
Telecom  PTT,  Sweden's  Telia, 
PTT  Telecom  Netherlands, 
and  Spain's  Telefonica. 

Unisource  is  to  buy  up  to  49 
per  cent  of  AT&T  (UK). 

Merrill  Tutton,  president  of 
AT&T  (UK),  said  the  move 
was  aimed  to  help  the  compa- 
nies capitalise  on  the  liberal- 
isation of  the  European  mar- 
kets. However  AT&T  (UK) 
would  retain  its  traditional 
bilateral  transatlantic  tele- 
phone business  and  its  card 
services. 

The  merger  plan,  which  has 
yet  to  be  approved  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  European  telecom  au- 
thorities. would  leave  AT&T 
with  a 40  per  cent  stake  in 
Unisource,  and  the  four  other 


partners  with  15  per  cent 
each.  The  enlarged  Unisource 
would  compete  with  Concert 
the  joint  venture  between 
British  Telecom  and  its 
American  partner  MCI,  and 
Global  One.  the  joint  venture 
between  state-owned  Deut- 
sche Telekom  and  France  Te- 
lecom and  their  US  partner 
Sprint 

All  three  ventures  are  de- 
signed to  provide  multi- 
national companies  with  one- 
stop  shopping  for  their 
telecom  needs.  Mr  Tutton 
said  that  unlike  the  other 
two,  Unisource  would  also 
provide  multimedia  services, 
consulting,  outsourcing.  Bys- 
tems integration  and  Internet 
services. 


Outlook 


Pauline  Springett 


1 A «E  HAD  been  warned. 
WW  Earlier  this  month 
V V General  Accident 
had  said  Its  first-quarter 
results  for  1996  would  be 
“significantly  lower"  than 
for  the  same  period  last 
year.  The  company  blamed 
cold  weather  in  the  UK  and 
North  America  for  a rise  in 
claims.  The  shares  slid  ac- 
cordingly and  the  market 
braced  itself  for  the  worst 
The  ploy,  if  that’s  what  it 
was,  certainly  worked  as 
for  as  the  City  was  con- 
cerned. Profits  had  fallen 
sharply,  reflecting  a 
£70  million  hit  from  prop- 
erty claims  for  severe 


BOC  ponders 
biotech  exit 


1 


- General  Accident 


Stock rnahtm  value  exisfan  ► Main  activity: 

4 Mainly  operates  general  insuranca 
Shanprice  654p  A I9p  vj  in  the  UK,  US,  Canada  and  Europe. 

- Aleo  has  He  operation.  Recently 
WMdorce 24,950  bought  Providence  Mutual 


Pro-tin  profit 


Hour  private  motor  premiums  have  recently 
changed  In  the  UK 


Ian  King 


weather.  That  helped  to 
make  the  group’s  world- 
wide  underwriting  loss 
■ W%m^rw  wSP  £96  million,  compared  to 

£14  million  last  year. 

— The  City  decided  that  the 

UW  IT  figures  could  have  been  a 

v lot  worse.  Analysts  ap- 

peared to  concur  with  the 
company  that  Its  underiy- 
chines  in  America,  due  ing  performance  was  satis- 
mainly  to  healthcare  changes  factory. 

there,  while  Forane,  BOO’S  But  GA’s  ordinary  cus- 1 weather  and  competition. 


(Figs  do  nol  rafale  spedftcaly  to  GA) 
i Index  shows  nottari  cost  savmg  wNch  could  have  been 
!>  acftiavati  by  switching  motor  Insurers  on  any  at  the  above  dates 


OC,  the  industrial  Inhaled  anaesthetic  product,  tamers  are  probably  more  Mr  Scott  said  GA’s  deci- 


cal  business. 

Another  reason  was  the 


gases  and  healthcare  1 continued  to  face  stiff  pricing  I interested  in  their  insur-  j sion  to  increase  its  motor  I unexpected  revelation. 


group,  yesterday  rndi-  pressure  from  competitors  ance  premiums. 


premiums  was  being  care-  made  during  the  p resen  ta- 


cated  that  it  is  considering  including  Medeva.  Bob  Scott,  chief  execu-  folly  watched  by  rivals,  tion  to  analysts,  that  the 

selling  its  loss-making  bio-  Mr  Rosenkranz  went  on:  tive,  said  that  private  The  key  is  whether  they  fol-  company’s  so-called  orphan 

technology  division.  "The  division  has  a strong  motor  claims  had  resulted  low  suit,  or  if  GA,  which  fund  contains  £1  billion. 

Announcing  a 12  per  cent  return  on  assets,  it  is  cash  in  an  underwriting  loss  for  also  increased  its  rammer-  Orphan  funds,  incidentally, 

jump  in  half  year  pre-tax  generating  and  has  a long-  the  first  quarter  of  £9 mil-  dal  motor  premiums  by  6 are  surplus  life  funds 

profits  to  £217.4  million,  chief  term  future  within  the  group,  lion,  compared  to  a £1  mil-  per  cent,  puts  up  prices  which  are  not  needed  to 

executive  Danny  Rosenkranz  Everything  in  the  group  has  lion  profit  last  year,  caused  more,  as  it  would  like  to  do.  meet  bonuses  due  to  with- 

said  the  company  was  "seek-  a price,  even  BOC  has  a price,  not  only  by  bad  weather  Steven  Bird,  of  brokers  profits  policyholders, 

ing  a solution"  at  the  div-  but  It  is  not  for  sale.  We  have  but  increased  competitive  Merrill  Lynch,  said  he  did  A spokesman  swiftly  in- 
is ion,  which  is  developing  not  touted  it  around.”  pressure  and  steadily  ris-  not  believe  there  would  be  sisted  that,  unlike  some  of 


Mr  Rosenkranz  went  on:  tive,  said  that  private  The  key  is  whether  they  fol-  company’s  so-called  orphan 
“The  division  has  a strong  motor  claims  had  resulted  low  suit,  or  if  GA,  which  fund  contains  £1  billion. 


which  are  not  needed  to 
meet  bonuses  due  to  with- 
Steven  Bird,  of  brokers  I profits  policyholders. 


ision,  which  is  developing  not  touted  it  around, 
blood  replacement  products.  Elsewhere,  there 


However,  Mr  Rosenkranz  ter  news  from  BOC’s  East- 
said  BOC  had  no  plans  to  growing  vacuum  technology 
close  the  division,  on  which  and  distribution  services 
it  spent  £9  million  during  the  arm,  which  is  now  the 


Elsewhere,  there  was  bet-  ing  liability  payments, 
r news  from  BOC’s  East-  The  upshot  of  this  for 


period. 


second-biggest  division  in  the 


He  added:  “We  are  attempt-  group- 
ing to  find  a solution  for  it  Mr  Rosenkranz  said  the 
either  through  a partnership,  division,  which  numbers 
a sale  or  some  sort  of  Marks  & Spencer  among  its 


arrangement  ” 

But  Mr  Rosenkranz  in- 


main  customers,  had  enjoyed 
"strong”  sales,  but  warned  of 
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Of  course  the  prospect,  al 


A spokesman  swiftly  in- 
sisted that,  unlike  some  of 
its  rivals,  GA  had  no  plans 
to  distribute  the  fund 
among  policyholders.  In- 
stead, it  would  continue  to 
be  used  to  bolster  the  com- 
pany’s financial  strength. 

Nevetheless.  the  revela- 
tion of  the  size  of  these  hid- 
den riches  sparked  specula- 
tion that  GA  might  make  a 
tasty  takeover  target. 


600  jobs  to  go  at 
Littlewoods  Pools 

MORE  than  600  jobs  are  set  to  go  at  Ltttlewoods  Pools  as  part  of 
an  efficiency  drive  that  will  also  see  the  closure  of  its  Glasgow- 
based  administrative  centre.  The  shake-up  will  reduce  to  1.350 
the  number  of  workers  employed  by  the  football  pool  division  of 
the  family-owned  Littlewoods  retail  empire  and  will  help  foe  - 
business  gear  up  to  growing  competition  from  the  National 
Lottery.  ...  • • . 

Littlewoods  said  it  was  further  rationalising  the  business 
with  heavy  investment  in  technology  aimed  at  streamlining  its 
coupon- handling  operations.  Around  318  jobs  will  go  with  the 
closure  of  the  Hillfngton  plant  near  Glasgow.  Part-time  and  ' 
casual  workers  will  bear  the  brunt  of  a further  280 job  losses  in 
Liverpool  and  Birkenhead.  — Patrick  Donovan 


PowerGen  sells  stake 

THE  American  joint  venture  Avon  Energy  moved  closer  to 
completing  a £1.7  billion  takeover  ofMidlands  Electricity  yester- 
day wtei  PowerGen  sold  it  a 21  per  cent  stake  in  the  regional 
electricity  company — only  pausing  to  collect  a £69  million  profit 
(m  tiie  deal.  PowerGen  built  up  the  stake  when  it  launched  its  own 
£15  billion  bid  for  MEB  last  autumn. 

But  its  ambitions  were  thwarted  nearly  three  weeks  ago  when 
Trade  Secretary  Ian  Lang  blocked  the  attempted  takeover.  Avon 
immediately  moved  in  and  now  controls  about30  per  centofMBB 
shares  having  built  upa  stake  of  8 per  cent  itself  PowerGen  said  it 
bad  accepted  the 44Qpashare  offer  from  Avon,  the  venture  made 
up  of  General  Public  Utilities  and  CINergy.  — Simon  Beams 

Stevens’ £234,000  pay-off 

PROUDFOOT,  the  international  management  consultancy  group 
formerly  chaired  by  United  News  and  Media  chairman  Lord 
Stevens,  has  made  him  a £234,000  final  pay-off  in  respect  of  an 
unfunded  pension  plan.  The  pay-off,  disclosed  in  Proudfoofs 
annual  report,  was  made  in  the  same  year  that  the  company 
notched  up  foil-year  pretax  losses  of  £15  million,  against  pre-tax 
profits  of  £115  million  the  previous  year.  Lord  Stevens,  who  left 
the  group  last  year,  received  pensions  contributions  of  £293.341, 
along  with  a salary  of  £59.341 . — Ian  King 

Whitbread  lands  Labatts  deal 

WHITBREAD  yesterday  snapped  up  Labatts  Brewing  UK,  the 
British  brewing  arm  of  the  Canadian-based  drinks  group  owned 
by  Belgian  brewer  Interbrew,  in  a deal  which  analysts  said  was 
worth  just  over  £20  million.  Whitbread  has  also  bought  exclusive 
distribution,  marketing  and  brewing  rights  for  all  Labatts' 
brands— which  include  Rolling  Rock,  La  batt  Blue  and  Labatt  Ice 
— in  Britain  and  Ireland  — Ian  King 


Sir  Rocco  set  to  resign 

THE  Forte  dynasty’s  15-year  struggle  for  control  of  the  Savoy 
Hotel  Group  ended  quietly  yesterday  when  the  company  said  Sir 
Rocco  Forte  bad  indicated  he  would  be  resigning  at  a beard 
meeting  next  Monday.  Sir  Rocco 's  resignation  follows  Granada’s 
£3.9  billion  acquisition  of  his  hotel  and  leisure  empire  last  Janu- 
ary. Also  resigning  will  be  Sir  Anthony  Tennant,  who  became 
chairman  of  Forte  during  the  closing  stages  of  the  bid. — Ian  King 
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sisted  that  BOC  had  no  plans  a possible  foil  in  demand  for 
to  sell  its  healthcare  division,  semi-conductors,  another 
where  profits  fell  during  the  product  made  by  the  unit, 
period,  and  where  the  out-  BOC  shares  closed  up  7p  to 
look  was  “pretty  flat”  for  the  931p  on  the  results, 
rest  of  the  year. 

He  said  the  division's  prof- 
its had  been  hit  by  foiling  de- 
mand for  its  anaesthesia  ma- 
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Firms  shun  EU  opt-out 


NatWest 
Interest  rates 


NotWest  announces  the  following  interest  rates, 

effective  from  1 3 May  1996: 


Gross 

Met 

Rate 

Gross 

Rate 

per 

CAR. 

per 

drmun 

anmm 

7.250% 

7.45% 

N/A 

7.250% 

7.45% 

5.80% 

Fixed  Rate  TESSA 

Tta  ftte  Snfmp  - merest  rae  paid  quarterly 


Fixed  Rate  TESSA  Feeder 
Interest  pay  quarter^ 


The  rotes  tor  ol  otfw  personal  wings  accounts  lemon  unchanged 
Whfre  appropriate  Icvws  row  uk  fcurmtf^  20X1  wB  be  deducted  from  Wared 
credited  or  paid  (which  mat  be  rtcWmed  by  resident  rwHaxpa^eral.  Ofhefwce  (fa 
wanpfe  sA4«cl  te  the  imimJ  reparation  fmr).  interest  nwl  be  poMqmK. 

The  Gross  Rote  ta  dir  rale  pouf  before  deductn}  income  tax. 

Thg  Grass  Compounded  Annual  Rue  (CARJ  it  #ie  me  where  grass  meat  poymoM 
we  retailed  in  ihe  account  dwinq  Ihe  near. 

Die  Net  Rale  fe  ihe  roie  paid  after  die  deduction  of  lower  role  Income  UK 
Currently  nt  20V. 


A NatWest  I 


Nottorwl  Westminster  Bonk  Pic  41  Lortibunt  London  EC2P  2BP 


Workface/  Works 
councils  are  here 
but  to  what  effect, 
asksSeumas  Milne 


THE  British  govern- 
ment's opt-out  from 
European  Works  Coun- 
cils — one  of  only  two  mea- 
sures k>  Ear  passed  under  the 
Social  Chapter  — is  last  prov- 
ing to  be  a dead  letter.  Not 
only  are  the  large  number  of 
British  companies  with  sig- 
nificant continental  work- 
forces obliged  to  set  up 
Europe-wide  consultative 
councils,  but  not  one  of  the 
150  Or  SO  Up  and  running  hag 
excluded  their  British 
employees. 

With  four  months  to  go 
until  the  1994  works  council 
directive  comes  into  force,  the 
Engineering  Employers'  Fed- 
eration (EEF)  has  swallowed 
its  opposition  to  the  principle 
and  is  now  busy  proselytising 
among  UK  companies,  urging 
them  to  make  voluntary  ar- 
rangements before  a tighter, 
legally-binding  EU  process  is 
imposed  in  September. 

The  contrast  between  this 


pragmatic  approach  and  the 
ideological  resistance  of  the 
business  lobbies  and  govern- 
ment ministers  Is  striking. 

But  at  least  300  British  com- 
panies will  have  to  set  up 
European  works  councils  if  a 
Blair  government  signs  up  to 
the  Social  Chapter  and  Brit- 
ish workers  are  included  in 
the  works  council  headcount, 
along  with  at  least  1,000  for- 
eign- owned  companies  em- 
ploying British  workers,  ac- 
cording to  EEF  estimates.  The 
likelihood  is  that  only  300  vol- 
untary agreements,  however, 
will  have  been  made  by  ihe 
September  deadline. 

Peter  Reid,  the  EEF’s  Euro- 
pean Coordinator,  who  has 
briefed  more  than  500  affected 
companies  in  an  EU-financed 
roadshow,  says  it  is  “scary" 
how  little  time  many  firms 
have  devoted  to  the  Issue. 

Under  the  Brussels  direc- 
tive, all  companies  with  more 
than  1,000  EU  employees  out- 
side Britain  and  with  at  least 
150  In  each  of  two  continental 
member  states  have  to  set  up 
a Europe-wide  employee  body 
for  information  and  consulta- 
tion, which  must  meet  at  least 
once  a year.  Although  the 
councils  will  have  no  powers, 
they  will  have  the  right  to  be 


consulted  on  proposals  for 
takeovers,  mergers,  large- 
scale  redundancies  and  new 
working  methods. 

Mr  Reid  says.no  firm  had 
even  raised  the  possibility  of 
excluding  British  workers. 
UK  companies  that  have  al- 
ready established  European 
works  councils  Include  GEN, 
NatWest  BT.  Pilkington  and 

ICI.  But  the  majority  will  be 
forced  to  take  the  formal 
route,  under  which  they  must 
choose  to  be  "headquartered" 
in  another  EU  state  for  works 
council  purposes,  as  mini- 
mum terms  will  vary  from 
country  to  country.  Most  are 
likely  to  opt  for  Ireland, 
which  looks  likely  to  have  the 
most  corporate-friendly 
regime. 

There  is  a widespread 
union  view  that,  at  the  very 
least  the  councils  provide  a 
regular  forum  for  shop  stew- 
ards to  exchange  information. 
But  the  tale  of  Allan  Black,  a 
GMB  union  official,  is  cau- 
tionary. He  attended  Pilking- 
ton’s  inaugural  European 
works  council  meeting  last 
November  as  an  adviser  but 
four  months,  later,  when  the 
company  announced  1,900 
redundancies,  he  heard  about 
them  on  the  radio.  " 
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Derby  claim 


Graham  Rock 


Henry  Cecil's  un- 
beaten Derby  hope 
Dushyantor  (3.40) 
can  win  the  Home- 
owners  Dante  Stakes  at  York 
today,  and  a decisive  victory 
would  make  him  clear  ante- 
post  favourite  for  next 
month’s  Epsom  classic. 

Dushyantor  is  a half- 
brother  by  Sadlers’  Wells  to 
the  1993  Derby  winner  Com- 
mander In  Chief  and  while  he 
has  not  beaten  a great  deal  in 
his  two  races,  he  had  little  in 
his  favour  when  winning  on 
his  reappearance  at  Newmar- 
ket on  2,000  Guineas  day. 

- Held  up  and  polling  jq  a 
slowly-run  race,  he  swept 
from  last  to  first  of  the  three- 
runner  field  two  furlongs 
from  home  and  won  comfort- 
ably from  Lallans;  the  run- 
ner-up was  unsuited  by  the 
modest  early  pace  when  fin- 
ishing a close  third  at  York 
yesterday. 

Cecil  also  saddles  Storm 
Trooper,  impressive  at  the 
Craven  meeting  but  disap- 
pointing behind  Mark  Of  Es- 
teem in  the  2,000  Guineas. 

Hie  raced  on  the  slower  I 
ground  towards  the  centre 
that  day,  and  was  inconven- 
ienced by  reverting  to  a mile. 
This  extended  10  fin-longs 
should  be  more  to  his  Hiring 
Nash  House  has  been  well 
backed  for  today’s  race  and  Is 
expected  to  start  favourite. 


Another  well-bred  colt 
Closely  related  to  Spectrum, 
he  won  impressively  cm  his 
debut  at  Newbury  last  month, 
squeezing  through  a gap  on 
the  rails  to  beat  The  Dilet- 
tanti by  five  lengths.  The  run- 
ner-up did  little  for  the  form 
when  fourth  at  Newmarket 
next  time,  albeit  on  faster 
ground. 

Glory  Of  Dancer  has  proba- 
bly achieved  most  on  paper  so 
far.  The  winner  of  the  Gran 
Criterium  In  Milan  last 
autumn,  he  joined  Paul  Kell- 
way's  stable  during  the  dose 
season,  and  finished  a good 
second  for  his  new  stable  in 
the  Thresher  Classic  Trial  at 
Sandown,  running  Sflnrilhma 
to  aneck,  conceding  61b  to  the 
winner. 

He  does  not  have  the  scope 
erf  Dushyantor,  though,  and 
Henry  Cecil's  colt  ridden  by 
Willie  Ryan  in  the  absence  erf 
the  suspended  Pat  Eddery, 
can  improve  to  underline  his 
Derby  chance. 

Royal  Dome  (3.05),  who 
won  three  of  his  final  five 
races  last  year,  looked  the 
sort  to  progress  and  win  races 
as  a four-year-old.  He  was  just 
pipped  by  Stuffed  on  his  reap- 
pearance at  Thirsk,  but 
should  now  be  fully  fit  and 
this  improving  gelding  is 
weighted  to  win  the  Home- 
owners Sprint  Handicap. 

Magnificent  Style  put  be- 
hind her  the  memory  erf  a dis- 
appointing run  when  fourth  1 
to  Pricket  at  Newmarket  to  ; 


Snooker 


T erry  Griffiths 
retires  to  top 
coaching  post 


Winning  rrflectlnns . . . Magnificent  Style’s  Musldora  Stakes  win  is  mirrored  an  the  tag  screen  at  York 


PHOTO1  JAME  MSEMAN 


win  yesterday's  Tatters  alls  the  owners  to  decide,”  said 
Musidora  Stakes.  Michael  the  winner’s  trainer,  Henry 
Kinane  sent  her  into  the  lead  Cecil,  who  added  that  Magnif- 
from  the  start  at  a good  pace  icent  Style  bad  become  a little 
and,  although  challenged  two  upset  before  the  Pretty  Polly 
fdrlongs  from  home,  she  drew  Stakes. 


Magnificent  Style  has  a 
high  knee  action  and  would 


day  for  Kinane.  who  had  ear- 
lier won  on  Dance  Parade.  He 


be  unsuited  by  fast  ground  at  collected  a two-day  suspen- 
Epsom.  Nonetheless,  she  skm  for  hitting  Humourless 
lived  up  to  her  name  yester-  with  unreasonable  force  in 


clear  in  the  closing  stages.  Pat  Eddery  had  tried  to  10-1  with  Hill’s  for  theOaks. 

Now  connections  will  have  settle  her  in  the  race,  she  bad  Pricket  remains  a firm 
to  consider  a £15,000  supple-  pulled  hard,  and  she  had  felt  favourite  at  11-8  (from  6-4). 
mentary  fee  to  enter  the  Vo-  the  firm  ground  when  trying  Magnificent  Style  was  the 


day,  and  is  now  a best  priced 
10-1  with  Hill’s  for  the  Oaks. 
Pricket  remains  a firm 


mentary  fee  to  enter  the  Vo-  the  firm  ground  when  trying 
dafone  Oaks.  TD  leave  it  to  to  challenge. 


highlight  of  an  up-and-down 


the  Shepherd  Handicap,  in 
which  Tim  Sprake  conjured  a 
renewed  challenge  out  of 
Dombey.  who  quickened  close 
home  to  beat  Kinane’s  mount 
by  a bead. 


Clive  Everton  on 

the  star  overnight 
who  is  catling  it  a day 

Terry  Griffiths,  who 

won  the  world  title  at 
his  first  attempt  17 
years  ago  and  became  one  of 
the  televised  game's  most 
familiar  faces,  has  retired  at 
the  age  of  48.  He  is  to  be  the 
World  Professional  Billiards 
and  Snooker  Association's  di- 
rector of  coaching,  a new  post 
reflecting  the  worldwide  de- 
mand for  official  coaches. 

Griffiths  turned  profes- 
sional quite  late,  at  30,  after 
working  as  an  apprentice 
blacksmith,  postman,  bus 
conductor  and  insurance 
agent,  yet  six  months  later  he 
qualified  for  the  Crucible  and 
proved  invincible. 

He  beat  the  previous  year's 
runner-up  Perrie  Mans.  Alex 
Higgins,  Eddie  Charlton  and 
Dennis  Taylor.  Against  Hig- 
gins he  made  a break  of  107  in 
the  decider  to  win  13-12.  The 
semi-final  against  Charlton 
did  not  finish  until  1.40am, 
when  Griffiths,  48-0  down, 
cleared  with  97  to  win  19-17. 

David  Vine  immediately 
put  the  microphone  under  his 
nose.  ‘Tm  in  the  final  now,  j 
you  know,”  blurted  Griffiths 
in  mingled  disbelief  and  pride  1 
before  beating  Taylor  21-16 
for  a £10,000  first  prize.  That 
seems  little  compared  with 
the  £200,000  Stephen  Hendry 
won  this  year  but  it  was  seri- 
ous money  then. 


Griffiths  went  on  to  win  the 
1980  Benson  & Hedges  Mas- 
ters. three  Irish  Masters  and 
the  1982  UK  championship 
when  it  was  restricted  to  Brit- 
ish-based players,  but  he 
never  won  another  world- 
ranking event 

Steve  Davis  was  his 
stumbling  block  six  times  at 
the  Crucible,  including  the 
1988  final,  and  it  was  to  Davis 
that  he  went  out  13-8  in  the 
second  round  this  year. 

‘Tve  never  had  a reception 
like  I had  at  the  Crucible  this 
year  since  *79,  nor  the  mail 
either.”  said  the  quiet  man 
from  Llanelli.  “It  was  a good 
game  to  go  out  with.  ’’ 

Griffiths  reached  his  deci- 
sion after  finding  himself  out- 
side the  world’s  top  16  for  the 
first  time  since  his  debut  sea- 
son. Having  dropped  from 
15th  to  23rd  in  the  world  rank- 
ings. he  said  that  further  de- 
cline was  "not  my  idea  of  how 
1 should  finish”. 

As  a member  of  the  top  32 
he  would  have  been  guaran- 
teed £21215  in  prize-money 
next  season  even  if  he  had 
lost  every  match,  but  he  con- 
fessed: “Recently  Tve  found  it 
hard  to  practise.  That's  never 
happened  to  me  before.” 

Griffiths,  who  with  Ray 
Reardon  and  Doug  Mountjoy 
won  the  Inaugural  World  Cup 
for  Wales  in  1979.  will  not 
take  up  his  entitlement  to  rep- 
resent Wales  in  the  World 
Cup  in  Bangkok  in  October. 
The  Welsh  trio  will  be  the 
world  No.  9 Darren  Morgan, 
the  No.  16  Mark  Williams  and 
the  No.  37  Anthony  Davies. 


II  Hereford  (N.H.) 


||  Huntingdon  (N.H.)  tonight 


HMM  OWDC- BRA  VEHMfc  fromlMal,  MqiictaBBpprMctiiag  final  kfftoflQ.Stti  trill,  41  be  Mid  Mu0y 

Sharp  (HMmiifcMflf  bqi  gQ. 

uao  M VAUJKfc  Traded  tendon,  awry  dura  taalda  last,  out  an  mil.  2nd  of  11.  nk  behind  Anto 
ICWBr  9 hep  gdfc  ZtGGrs  DANCER  HaadMy  a Mb  lad  tnttte  Ian.  fasedad  near  ftaWu  3rd.  tm  B.  Mfl 
OSCAR:  tw  fn.  lad  imdl  headed  and  no  Mrs  MJde  final  (urioog.  7te. 

RIM  OF  BMXTOIt  tWdiai  in  teach.  qutcfcamd  la  toad  Hod,  aom  dear,  nan  Chester  S hep  qfl.bwnt»j 
EtigM  Panda  by  SO.  10  ran 

STOLM  KIBSi  Traded  load**,  eftan  21  uri.  rayed  an  testes  Raj  lurfom,  Mi  of  ft.  D bahlad  Angaar 

ITOMNgn. 

ROYAL  BOMB  Mads  most,  kepi  oa  Ml  atian  haadad  Rad  fartong.  and  of  IB.  M batted  Stuffed  (Dunk  S 
nqiflfc 

Channel  4 


3.40  HODBONIMiB  DAME  SHOE  0hara  8)  8YD  la  3f  89yds  C888M 

4M  ar»-a  BAHAHHN)PDCWT(13)DU)der6-n  TQuhmT 

02  1*4  D0HUIKAF(18)(8F)M  State  8-11  WCrat 

403  T-i  DOHmunuadDHCacat-n  w*aas 

404  1221-9  4IURYOFlMMOMtC18)PKaUeMy8-1t  OMirK 

403  216*3-3  m ■ rmnjBMciiBtana-u  thrfni 

4N  1 HASH  HOUM  (•'-»)  PCtefVfda-Hyani  5-11  JRaido 

401  32B-M  tTOfW IBOOffR (11) H Cacti B-t  HI  11a—  1 
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3.20  Oti  So  Handy 


* P—tti  thtw.  Btftni  Una 

1 .45  WB0IUY  JtHENU  NOVICE  HNUU4VD  tea  If  C2£TO 
1 255512  INDIAN  JOCKEY  (S)  (CD)  (W)!!  Ptpa  IV- 12 

a 30180  AS4UM(B1(D)  JBentted  11-5 
> U ASTROLABE  (T)JBra*ry10-B 

4 3F  BUSTS (10} fln—ar  10-12 

B HAND  OF  STRAW  P Uurpby  19-1? 

■ 6 MAK  (11)  JL  Harris  10-12 


B HAND  OF  STRAW  P Murphy  KMB  RRarad* 

B 6 R6UUC (11)  J L Harris  10-12  A PHcCoy 

? 02354  LANCBt  (11)  RJUCtoW  10-12  IBaltW 

8 FPOREY  BLAH  (IT)UraPPOe  1M  P Crowley  (7) 

0sUMy»6-41Man  Jockey,  7-3 Basted.  9-2  brm.  13-2 Lancer.  7-1  Asking.  10-1  Hand  Of  3nro.  12-1  Gkey 
Bfeao. 

Burnt*. 
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WH 

TOP  ro—TPSi— H—  8,  May  Of  B— rT 
18a3=CkwateC8itae  811  W Swhteaa  8-1  (Mte  Bra—O 8 ntt 

Danko*  Eon  ftota  hdbss.  4-1  Dobynteir,  5-1  Btay  Oi  Dancer,  Savin  Trooper.  1*-1  Bahamian  KidgM. 
18-1  Double  lest.  20-1  Jack  Jsmtegt. 

rOBMMRPE- HASH  HOU»B4^tav.hesdiray  Mom.  lad  owllod.  coon  dear.**  Newbury  impute. 
Be.  baattag  Thi  OMadi  5L 14  ran. 

OUStfVARTOft  EMoatav,  tadd  tip.  haadMy  4f  twL  M ovarB  art.  purtad  ouL  nn  Nmnnrtat  1m4(aBB 

g(.  bartng  Latter*  a.  a ran. 

auMY  (W  DAMCBRi  PipwanL  led  21  net  vnH  over  II  qbL  w on  wen.2nd  of  B.  d behind  SanWtaia 
(Sandmen  m 21  gd):  DOUBLE  LEAF:  7-2  tav  haid  Bp.  ridden  oat  2f  ota.  ran  oa  oaa  pica.  4Bv 
STOW  T800PBD  dated  lodor  ow  S.  aooa  wmkm rmO.  lift  of  O.  19  haUng  Mart  of  Esteem 
INemaartal  Vn.2j000  Qw.  gQ. 

BAHABAN  Kwmm  Ooeeip.  linnz  hi,  daMagsil  And  ItntoOB.  raa  oa  2nd  at  5.  ah  M tahtadUWfa 
Low  (NaatnarW  lafif  glL 

JACK  JHBOBaBi  Dupatad  Bad.  Moor  Sod  to  awrZoti.  aw  pace.  Sri  sill.  9 behind  STORM 
TROOPER  (Ncnaita  iHltgQ. 

Channel  4 
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Perth  National  Hunt  card  tonight 


8 OOS-PPP  nKADURBtlTjSChadalCtClS-10-4  Dtadry 

8 5-OPPOO  HUMMUHinfC]  JHaCtM  11— PHI  LWnr* 

10  oooppsiraiatrrtBOJBiiiMiT-io-o  Jm* 

11  OOOOPO  ■KADORUBCKflfJW  YooaoT-TfM)  BnaptvO}* 

BaHkwB-4  QapwUfwK.  VI  TtwalB.  W Owny  Pskay,  7-1  Uupnafdaca.  W Oacaodsta.  14-1 
WMtagwsaprtacMa.  " 'iwow 


7.55  iwiow8aMouniiABBDtcABeiiA88*a«fiiera*B«A8o 

1 FW1S  pmajonHOflUttCi*} ftatW M«a Lucinda VRuaied 

g-12-0  A TfeuiuMn 

a ZW'IP  80IB  butt™  C*B)f»SUalorWW  UUmm 

a U34U1  CR088CAJRKHI(1«JHalfBMlO-1M  TBaad 

4 go«SM>  RX* DOWpn) JHexiartf JotwaHiS-TD-fi  PCofcenv 

3 e-3282  BHAOCABKAUfnWAI  Barra*  W-1IW  PR-* 

. wmm  ew— —tunnatantaifCWiin SBmtHrBaS-um  . A Hhat7)1* 

7 4-63*44  ■AYt>HBLt18)mJ0TMn>-iRMI  AMrB) 

a asm  wum**  dguoht  jmj  r amb  b-io-o  lwib* 

MHm  T-4  FhaWBfi  Buto.  7-3  etna  Canaan,  5-1  Bono  Sadsr.  8-1  Bril'*  DalgH,  W Beaucalaa.  8-1 


2.15  WOMB  WniWlHUHDtfl Ball 81 

1 S545D4  BaCHRKU>lLYBl(30)HCayS-n-3  0nvUmfa(8) 

Z OP  DON  UIW)  (8D|  DMoCWn  5-11-3  D McCain 

B BOSS  MBBBLY  MORTAL (4>B  Pines  5-11-8  Dlhninm 

4 40f-  MYHAIHflun(88TllJaiw8-U-3  baEJJaaaaCO 

5 PfJB  RAMBOW RQAD(faS)  M Ptpa 5-11-3  DMMowOa- 

8 OP  RAVBRHOOtrmH  Mamas 5-11-3  MAIINhi  Isaai 

7 20-P6P6  THBLY  EXAMPLE  (11)8  CambHga  5-11-3  OwyUaaa* 

8 PRM53  CASHm)WCfmS(ll)  J IMBna  4-10-12  l&np 

8 OOPO  BMOUXBOiDHtATl  (4)  R JocfcM  4-10-12  K Hueftavl  (3) 

10  PSD0P5  JUBQU  HKBflWAY  (8)  P Hls&  7-1D-12  DJBiacM 

11  B380R4  ma  OP  BABYUM  (14)  F Jordan  4-T8-12  J Ladder 

18  P63  LOCHS  (S)  D Gawlofto  4-10-i;  DFortl(3}* 

IS  IHUHHHi  THE  MX  (808)  D CTsdtar  WO-12  J Poor  (7) 

Brthgt  5-2  RaMnm  Rood.  7-2  Msrslv  UoruL  4-1  CaaiAnr  Cnsa.  7-1  BeedilMd  Ryor.  8-1  King  Ol 
Babylon.  KM  Lag*.  limn 


2.50  ST  nCHABOB  SCHOOL  CafHBIIOMAL  J0CKEW  HOWCR  RDCP  HOLE  8a  If  CZ848 
1 131811  TOUTS  OFT  (11)(D)U  Pipe  4-tt-O  O OtmOmfO} 

8 0SM  DRAXJESTONK(XZ)  R Hrawa  5-1 1-13  BJato— 

8 1F2?-a2  I KAVB  HR  (B)  Noel  T Chance  8-11-23  Df*wigai(8) 

4 2SP00  RmflUBimlfr (IB) Mas LSMdsll 5-11-ID  BHubmd 

5 BBM3P  MOIUYCSS) H Hawks 6-fM  OFRyat 

8 2KM46  SAXOH  HAOIC  (1 18)  (CO)  J BeanM]  8-l(k8  Bnghts  MWeAsll 

7 FSZO-24  LEXUS  (18)  RMGsbs  8-10-7  TpMC«ah»  ★ 

8 OSUF-OB  ROYAL  OURT  (T)  H ttsyna  7-18-5  DlhnatS) 

• 822P-D0  C8JWH8R0U8  KMUHT  (ST)  P Hayward  7-10-6  ItaM 

10  80-P0DO  B8Y0MDTW STABS (87) QSntnn 3-10-0  SHpai(S) 

BsR5w7-4ToayiCIB.5-2IHmHm.7-lFnMlvF1lflM.8-1  pMkBSBne.  Lam.  10-1  Abflfsy.  18-1  Royal 
Or*  lOmn. 


3.20  ROD  CARmMHMMALHABOICAP  CHASE  Ml  If  110l<ls  0,816 
1 3U3T11  OHSOHAMBV(14)(D)RCBnaB-1l-10  DWalakfX) 

8 2W3P2  BAIRfroWHBUJ.(1 1) (D) M Pipe 7-11-3  BUrigpMsr* 

8 SW856  L’OOMO  PBI(t1)A  Barrow  12-185  BPemB 

4 E0WF3  PBBRUM  BUD  (7)  Lady  Sunn  Broom  12-KM  ■nlJaufT) 

5 4P-00UPZ  DB8BTMBr(«)MI» LSfHBy 7-10-2  ROmsOS* 

8 000620  WSTOIWCA)IALirPO(in)NTiiisloe-Oaefei  8-10-0  CUaanMyo 

B*Mig:5-40tiSo  Handy.  8-4  BontownSB.  7^  DsewI  Ufa.  8-1  Dsrrteg  Dul  14-1  LTJofno  PUL  16-1  Jtn 
On  Canal BHn.  a n— m. 


3.  5 5 TRARniDH  HOVKS  HtMDUl  Za  Sf  1 lopda  CK888 
1 UfSO-021  BOLTBOSi(11)n  Pries  8-ll-fl  APkCofi 

3 0-  BOARD  MMBCH  (433)  N1*tslon-0avfss8-n-0  CIMn 

3 QP-aPMDaDVDU(B1)FJBRbn  8-11-0  JLmMm- 

4 5 0IISTB8HQ  DAWN  (32)  S Cortsltait  8-0-9  BMcHeM* 

5 O-OflEY  BUTCH  (388)  Lady  Sunn  Brooke  8-10-8  He.  H Jaraaa  (7) 

BsWof!  8-11  BoBroae.  84  Board  Mentar.  12-1  BUnenHig  Down.  25-1  Gay  VfsKn. 


4.25  BRoaCHAiwTON  morrcx  chasb  amoi  mii  iio**  nytss 

1 5S622  RUSTY BfSMB (T) (CO) Ha S Jaftnscn 9-12-7  Rnen*M(7) 

- Z 1P-PF24  WBSfl  LB8RH  (14)  (D)  G Lea*  11-12-7  IIMlq 

3 12-1311  BfED  BLU8HM  (IB)  (D)JsnnlfBr  Ptdgsoo  12-13-7  H MfHa(7) 

4 P0U422  RDM.  (858)  HMeonsiS  7-12-0  *CM*Jmh(7) 

BeWav a-6 wnd Bajion. 7-2 WeWiLesitin. 4-i  nunyandga.  ID-1  HizaL  4rnn 


4.  5 5 LBPY  BOARD  SUUBMRD  OPOI  Wf  FLAT  8n  If  C1/M0 

1 8ZDB8AIBLEY  MAY  (81)  RWIMam  8-11-0  Ihwl 

8 0 CHASSAQn  (34(8  lira  A PlggM  8-11-0  RJahuon 

■ 3 KBMWLAIBTABRRmt (47) O Snentood 5-11-0  JAHoCvflv 

4 on  out  rat  a duck  cznOHHsyiwB  5-u-o  a oa.au  m 

5 SYBAHBPieett  6-11-0  DHuaaaa(7) 

0 01  DUnLBTOH  BROOK  (11)  U Pips  S-TO-O  0hmn(7) 

7 00  BOC AOE (1 2) i3  0a*tes 5-10-9  BDwrit 

B 0 TASHKBIT(1B)Um  K Georgs  4-10-S  Muxh 

8 OF  BBL-OHIOOR<S4)  M Huggerldfls  4-10-4  BMnM 

10  OP  LADYMAL0RD(B)J BoKey 4-UM-  CUaanBm 

MB*  8-4  nnflKanO  Taverns.  11-4  Out  For  A Duel.  3-1  Dunatoton  Brook,  8-1  BraraWr  May.  10-1 
Syun.Chaseaona.  lOnmmirt. 


• BUnkerad  Ant  time  HEREFORD;  L«5  Hand  of  Straw:  2.  IS  Logie;  2S0  Leras;  3SS 
Glissanins  Dawn.  HUNTINGDON:  BJO  Coemk  ForM,  Tristan’a  Conwt;  8.40  Big 
Bad  Wolf.  RBd  Elkon.  PERTH:  7.25  German  Legend.  Mead  ow]  ecfc, 
WhiMsatesprlocesK  ES5  Anlace. 


6. 1 0  D8MQ  FUMDAV  SEUHU  HANDICAP  HURDLE  8m  Bf  1 10yds  £3,189 

1 T-06505  FAR  OUT  (88)  (CD)  (BP)  0 Brennan  10-11-12  MBrmaa  * 

8 036205  TRffiTAm  COMET  (18)  Jl  Home  MM  R Domvoody  * 

8 S-PLISM  W8T0SXI (14) H Ledger 8-11-6  HnBLadflO'* 

4 WMOO  fclAB(78)JParttS  6-11-8  R McCvttry  (T) 

6 CO-PPO*  BOnABOON (II)  KWInpove  6-11-5  JRflH 

8 4PP40P  CaCHJS (81) (DIM  P*a12-tl-8  D BM^br  + 

7 2025PP-  COSMIC  FORCE  (5ST)H0Hra  12-11-0  JacqMOBev* 

8 0PP433  DHTAWT  HOME  (B)  A Jones  8-NMI  8 Coim 

8 01*440  LAMBSOH  (11)  J Pearce  9-184  MDm 

10  30-0550  SirLMHeatr  (37}  QOUroyd  9-10-6  PHUgMy  (3) 

11  SP-4206  AHn'AM(183)TCarr7-n-3  ■ — -- 

18  0004*40  VAMDatCRASS(148)PCah*r7-lO-2  OMyLgva 

13  3-3S00  JOKER  JACK  (34)  R Dean  11-10-2  A Proctor 

14  OD-UPOO  ABDUL  Hit  (3*)  T Walton  9-10-0  OPam 

15  6PF0PS  nUTURK MOODY (8) PRltchens 8-184)  Sta 

18  00-POO  AUCTION  UU>  (1 69  RSpKer5-10-fl  DOUBTFUL 

BsUtaos  8-1  fflnosil.  5-1  Far  Out.  11-2  Trtaar'a  ConeL  13-2  DtabM  Home.  7-1  Caioua.  10-1  l|ab, 
Uamaeon.  AbdU  Euur  limn 


6.40  YBUJK0  NOVICE  HUHDU2B 1 lOydfe  Ct^53 

1 1 AMTOIOO  MARIANO  (20]  J Grttord  5 11-6  P Hid. 

3 01  MAKE  A STAND  (18)  U Pt»  5-1  Vfi  D Bridgwater 

3 30212  BON  V0YA0E (B) D Groell 4-1 VI  JRKaMugh 

4 46B0S5  PKBBRT  CHAII  |*NBMI  (B)  J Jerfuna  6-1 1-0  5Fo»  * 

5 00  FREE  T7S0H  (28)0  Brennan  8-11-0  IBuh 

B (M  MA2ZBB  (51)  R Rmw  5-1WJ  DOMMa 

7 8 SEA 000(18)  H Chapman  5-11-0  WWorMtestu 

8 50D6W-P  TUBS  DM  (■)  0 Breiwtan  7-11-0  VWddk(7) 

■ 0000  TWO  YOURFOHEU1CK (181 G Jonmon  HnaflMan 5-11-0  QIMn 

ID  01024  COME  ON  PENNY  (14)  0 Gandado  6-10-8  R Dui.uody 

11  HOPEI  DARK  KMO  (7)  (D)  R Herrto  4-10-8  LA4KP) 

18  00  STRDTOUNO(E6)Jolin  Barry  4-184  Ham 

13  43  HARQHETTA  (14)  M Ryan  4-10-4  J Ryu 

BslSase  84  Mate  A Steed.  7-3  Amor*)  Usnano.  4-1  Danes  fOnfl,  IK!  Bon  Voyage.  8-1  Sea  God.  KM 
Come  On  Penny.  12-1  Ustonetta.  14-1  Duen  ChaBenger.  llrana 


7.1 0  DGUmEBTMICHi CHAH7B1HJ ACCOUfTAIITBNOVICRCiUSBSa 1 10yds HIM 
1 SRS-lfl  LAKE  OP  LOUcmBA  (20)  (D)  K BsihlY  HM  R Dmtndy 

3 502041  LOWAIBATHA  (4)  (D)  Um  E Heedl  8-1 1-9  A PHcCoy 

3 rPflF-PP  nm TRM6 (11) RMcAalifle 9-11-2  llama 

4 3-10483  HANABOUTTmHOUIEmanwnvP-11-2  L Harvey 

E P4-POPO  RBtCHANNKL (IE) TCaKy 6-11-3  Bhadaa(3) 

6 135-345  TAPATCH  (SDO)  If  H Eeaaiby  B-11-2  H Dwyer 

7 4-34028  FORGETFUL (18) D ButcheW 7-10-11  DJBnM 

B FP20P5  WBRYIDLL MADAU (11) P Bradley 7-18-11  JHKano# 

5 F2P5F2  BOMRTS TOY  W (ROM  Pipe 5-W-10  DBridgMSn 

BeWam  8-1  Late  Ol  Loughrea.  7-2  Umawaifta.  Roberra  Toy.  5-1  ManabouttwiKKia*.  FmgMM.  7-1 
Tfipath,  14-1  Rad  Channel.  8 gown 


7.40  HARTLEY'S  JAM  KANDKAPHUnXC  ten  IlOyde  Caj»8 


LAvwSCS) 
I La  ■«  Mice 

JHWa 


1 J-fl?13P  emAA(12S)  (CO)  MHeMSrron  5-12-0  J B Key— ph 

a 2TOOS3  RBSTBinRUB  (11)(D)  14  OTHason  7-11-12  PCrowMyfO 

3 1 122S1  YUBRALSBIB)  (8fr  M)  (D)  U Ptpa  4-m«  DMdywater 

4 4ZF5P0  NAOOBSJA  (8)  (CD)  J Pearce  6-11-0  H Dwyer 

a 456U23  JUST  BRUCE  (7)  UiiE  Hnadl  7-184  J&Vpla(3) 

■ 332500  HDCATCH8I  |S7)tD>K  Mnrgan  1-184  ASSaflb* 

7 003146  RAOMi-SUlf  (BJ  (D)  J L Hama  10-10-4  APMtfiey 

8 515-141  MU  0*1RHRA0B  (mm  ten.  DHatee  7-10-0  T J IRephy  (3) 

8 005143  POLYAMAH8HAA (18) (D) II Banka 4-10-6  DSkynew 

10  F73DM  COUdATPHaCEfmtDJAJonaaE-ltWJ  LA^eB(S) 

BMUagi  3-1  Yubralee.  7-2  EHlaa.  *-1  MWerDnan,  9-2  Jsat  Brace.  6-1  Un  0 tea  RagA  6-1  Poly  Amushaa. 
*5-1  Ran-N-Sun  10  new  era 


8.1 0  Of  03  PM  HOYICS  HANDICAP  CHASE  tea  4T  110yds  (3,187 

1 61361F  DAYS  OF  THIMD8R  (153  Urs  S 0<M  8-12-0  " "tain  11  f~1 

B 122634  JUDKULFIBJ} <S7) NTInUer 7-124J  MDwysr* 

3 6I1FP02  BnHDUY  HOURS  (14)  JWtlU  9-1 1-7  D Monte 

4 312403  SEA  8flEAKBt (8) (D) 0 CanUDOD  8— It— f DBndtaf 

G P0P413  CHACKLBW  FROST  (231  Mrs  D Halm  B-10-»  RrRWKdoym 

8 SF24PP  DANCfln  PRWB8IB.(B)P  Rllcheng  18-10-8  SFoz 

7 323 ISO  PKNflJ  (84)  MrjL  Retards  8-W-a  MHetate 

8 050026  enMMALRKORO (11) P Bradley 8-184  JR  Kiaaiyh 

8 2SD-F00  FUWBM  SANDS  (18)  KIMiWo*e  7-184  JRyar, 

10  2P3008  UPWARD  SUROE  (14)  FI  Lmtflor  6-HJ-S  liraHladw 

11  8-60266  SPMHB  HJKRlSB  (77)  B De  Hean  6-10-1  s HrlfaH  * 

8080948-1  CncUteg  Fiha.  1-3  Bmwtey  Hnaa.  4-1  Dan  dTlnaider . S-1  Sea  Bieteter.  7-1  jmteai  Field. 
8-1  Fadiu.  14-1  Dandna  Pimpemal  Ilmen 


GL40  sapuy  Mams  handicap  hurdle  3m  at  ex/uo 

1 2F3111  OLBWARRFGnLmUPtae  6-1 1-10  PBridu—  IV* 

8 05-3400  RBI  BMOH  (18)  B Holme*  5-184  APMcCey  * 

8 OQS-  PWK SUNSET (744) C NaBh B-10-8  IRKsoaM 

4 2FWW  Bin  BAD  WOLF  (431 B Pearce  B-HWJ  KOatte(31  * 

Battteg  5-7  Siangan*  GM.  3-1  Wnt  Sunset.  U-i  Bed  Elan.  50-1  Brg  Bad  Wofl.  4nun 


Results 


Tmoesm 


■mb 

— 


aWaMi 


; 84  Mowne.  5-S  Patfteeete,  9-2  0*p  Kw  Wsnd,  W 0M  QiDsiy.  18-1  BEhpnFn.U-l 


mmmm 


|QHfflHUUMWKK*®_(D)DL»o*  5-11-1  , 


SSSSSsS»ii«BE«w.«o.s 


BiBii 


YORK 

3LOO  (3f>  1,  DAKCS  PARADE;  M J Kliv 
ana  (2-1):  8,  Rayal  OreMd(5-2):  8,  Shatab 
Pol  (7-4  tav).  5 ran.  2K.  X.  IP  Cola)  Tola: 
C3.0ttC1.7O,  Cl  .00.  Dual  F CL20.GSF-.C&83. 
KFL  BrUa'aRaprlsaL 

SJSS  Jim  Xf  85yda)3  1.  DOBBKV,  T 
Spnka  (8-4  tirtav);  *,  tStroBurlaaa  (9-4 
il-fav):  8,  Waratay  Roof  (12-1).  7 ran  Hd; 
IX  (R  Charlton)  To»:  E3.10:  Ci.BC.  n ia 
DualF.EZBaCSF  C735 
XOS  (8f]E  1,  JATAHMPOw  Martin  Dwyer 
m-ZU  8*  Rady  Sharp  fll-2):  3.  Top 
— (5-2  tav).  9 ran.  nf.  a (I  Balding) 
Tote:  £889:  CI30.  £2.20.  £140.  Dual  F: 
£21.70.  Trio:  Clim.  C8F-  £34.55.  TricfteC 
£67.72. 

3.40  (in  2f  SSydap  1,  MAQNmclEin 
STYLE,  U J Kinane  15-2):  8,88  SMa  112-1): 
3,  otaawln  19-11.  7-4  lav  Rumama.  5 
ran.  iX  i.  )H  Cacti)  Tow  caittcuo,  £280. 
Dual  F:  £12.10.  CSF:  £22.84. 

LlOflm  3f  1 SSyda):  1 .RHMAADI SUH. 
R Strum  (10-1H8,  Pteydawna  [4-1  tav);  8, 
Tykayvwa’  (7-11.  11  ran.  1.  2.  (M  Usher) 
TOW  £14.90,  £3.90.  £180.  £2.60.  Dual  f" 
£29.70.  Tito-  £84. na  CSF:  £5031.  Tr lease 
£28585 

Sf  1S4vdah  1.  ATMS  ' 


McNeil  (8-1):  8,  Trust  Deed  (9-1):  3,  tea 
Patrol  (1 CO-30).  13-8  favCeiUc  SI  War.  Bran. 
15. 8.  (C  MHchaJI)  ToH>:  £550:  £1 20.  £2.10. 
Cl 80  Dual  F:  Cm 90  CSF:  £4267.  Trkod: 
£153.38 

2-SO  (In  4f  IIDyda  Hdteji  1,  RUN- 
AWAY PETE,  D Bridgwater  (5-4  lav);  2, 
Secret  Poor  (7-1):  3,  Waiflnl  (S-2L  4 ran. 
3X,  hd.  (M  Ptpel  Tots:  £280.  Dual  F:  £480. 
CSF:  £882. 

LMtenHIIOpbChJil.UNAU.L 
Aspen  (5-2):  3,  Mosonl  Bawdi  (10-11  tavk 
8,  Rather  Shaap  (11-4).  3 ran.  15.  dlsL  (J 
Qtftord)  Tote-  £300.  Dual  F:  £18a  CSF: 
£4.70.  NR  Suppers! n. 

8JS  (2m  1 tOyda  HtOa);  1 , THB  BLACK 
HONK,  D Brhtgwaar  (8-4  fav):  8,  Btahapa 
CbsOb  (8-1):  8.  Oaaya  Lane  (11-2).  10 
ran  I*. 6.  (M  Pipe)  Tots:  £2i».  Ci80.S3f.in. 
£1 .78  Dual  F:£7.70.  Trio:  C&.CO.  CSF:  £1183. 
Trteaat  £35  09. 

486  (am  «*  1,  1W  JOOOin,  Mr  J 
TUzard  (13-8  lav):  8,  CtobnaoRaB  Lad 
(3-1):  3,  Paper  Dapa  (8-1).  6 ran.  1. 2X.  (C 
Tizzard)  Tow  £280;  Cl  80,  S2.10  Dual  F: 
£3.10.  CSF.  £5.78 

44B(*m«  Oydapi,  ROCKOHHOMKY, 
D O'Sulthrtui  (11-10  tav);  8,  Dtepla  Wood 
(3-1):  8.  Foote  Hook  (25-1).  9 ran.  Sh  hd.  8. 
I tries  Gay  KeOemyi  Tots:  £2.60:  Cl  .10. 
£1  .SQ.  £3.48  Dial  F £3.80.  Trhr  £18.10  CSF: 
6481. 

PLACSPOT: 1X450  QUADPOTt  £1780. 
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Hungary  whet  the 
Anderton  appetite 


David  Lacey 


ONE  member  of  Terry 
Venables's  sqoad 

will  be  especially 

hungry  for  Hungary, 
who  visit  Wembley  on  Satur- 
day in  England's  last  friendly 
at  home  before  the  European 
Championship.  Darren  An- 
derton urgently  needs  to 
make  up  for  lost  time. 

England  also  need  to  make 
up  the  gap  in  genuine  Interna- 
tional potential  which  his 
prolonged  absence  has  forced 
upon  Hi  pm  Despite  missing 
almost  all  of  the  season.  An- 
derton. 24,  is  still  the  last  of 
Venables's  players  to  achieve 
anything  of  startling  signifi- 
cance for  England. 

It  is  11  months,  but  only  six 
more  England  goals,  since 
Anderton  rescued  the  side 
from  an  Umbra  Cup  defeat  by 
a weakened  Sweden  team  at 
Elland  Road  with  a last-min- 
ute equaliser  in  a 3-3  draw, 
the  ball  striking  both  posts 
before  crossing  the  line. 

Venables  has  awarded 
roughly  two  dozen  new  caps 
and  none  has  fitted  better 
than  And ert on's.  Now  he  will 
be  keen  to  see  if  the  player 
can  step  straight  back  into 
the  side,  having  returned 
only  recently  for  Tottenham 
after  a seven-month  absence. 
The  loss  of  Paul  Gascoigne  to 
the  Scottish  FA  Cup  final  on 
Saturday  should  make  it  eas- 
ier to  accommodate  him. 

Before  Anderton  under- 
went a hernia  operation  last 
autumn,  after  which  compli- 
cations in  his  right  thigh  ne- 
cessitated further  surgery. 


both  Venables  and  the  Spurs 
manager  Gerry  Francis  were 
regarding  him  as  a midfield 
player  able  to  go  wide  rather 
than  as  an  out-and-out 
wtnger.  He  will  not  keep  Gas- 
coigne out  of  the  opening 
Euro  96  match  against  Swit- 
zerland but  a successful 
return  on  Saturday  would  be 
bad  news  for  Steve  Stone,  that 
sporadically  affective  mem- 
ber of  the  hamster-and-wheel 
breed  of  footballers. 

Three  full  games  for  Totten- 
ham in  ning  days  have  con- 
vinced Anderton  his  fitness 
problems  are  behind  him. 
After  scoring  twice  at  Leeds 
he  felt  as  good  as  ever,  a feel- 
ing that  persisted  at  Newcas- 
tle on  the  final  day. 

“After  coming  on  for  10 
minutes  against  Arsenal  I 
needed  to  play  in  those  three 
games."  he  said  yesterday, 
“but  I wasn't  expecting  to  do 
it  after  being  out  for  so  long. 

“It’s  been  very  frustrating. 
If  someone  tells  you  that 
you're  going  to  be  out  for  six 
months  it’s  a big  disappoint- 
ment but  at  least  you  accept 
it  Originally  I was  only  going 
to  be  out  for  three  or  four 
weeks  but  things  kept  on  and 
kept  on,  and  I was  out  for 
seven  months. 

“I  didn't  go  to  many  games. 
I*m  not  a good  watcher.  I find 
that  very  frustrating.  After- 
wards you  just  go  home  feel- 
ing empty." 

If  Anderton  plays  against 
Hungary,  and  Venables  feels 
he  has  a six-match  tourna- 
ment in  him,  then  the  player 
will  almost  certainly  line  up 
in  Euro  96  with  Gascoigne, 
Paul  Ince  and  David  Platt. 


leaving  the  position  on  the 
left  to  be  filled  either  by  Steve 
McManaman  or  whoever 
plays  there  on  Saturday. 

McManaman,  like  Robbie 
Fowler,  is  being  rested  and  al- 
though both  should  be  in  the 
party  for  next  week’s  trip  to 
rhino  and  Hong  Kong,  which 
Venables  will  announce 
tomorrow,  this  could  be  an 
opportunity  for  Blackburn's 
Jason  Wilcox  to  claim  a place 
in  the  Euro  96  squad. 

The  presence  at  Bisham 
yesterday  of  Tony  Adams, 
who  missed  the  last  3V1- 
months  of  the  season  after  a 
knee  operation,  is  unlikely  to 
portend  major  defensive 
changes  for  Saturday.  Neither 
Adams  nor  Alan  Shearer, 
back  with  England  after  a 
hernia  operation,  is  in  seri- 
ous contention  for  the  Hunga- 
ry match. 

The  loss  of  Rob  Jones,  the 
Liverpool  full-back,  with  a 
back  problem  has  increased 
the  chances  of  Phil  Neville 
joining  his  older  brother 
Gary  in  the  Euro  96  squad. 
Stan  Collymore's  hernia  oper- 
ation merely  confirms  Vena- 
bles's current  choice  of 
strikers. 

‘'Everyone  seems  to  have 
hernias  now,"  Anderton  ob- 
served. The  pitch  in  Beijing 
— variegated  here,  corru- 
gated there  — could  prove 
him  right 

The  China  game  will  almost 
certainly  go  ahead  a week 
tomorrow  but  Ted  Buxton. 
Venables’s  assistant,  will 
check  the  pitch  when  Lazio 
visit  the  Workers'  Stadium 
tomorrow  and  at  a league 
game  there  on  Sunday. 


Only  one  can  piny . . . Fowler,  seated,  keeps  the  ball  from  Anderton.  left,  and  Platt  during  England  training  at  Bisham  yesterday  mcmDGJWH-.  frank  baron 


Soccer 


Jones  ruled  out 


I’ll  enjoy  this  final,  says  Gascoigne 


Allen  set  for 
Forest  move 


Kluivert  free 
for  Euro  96 


Patrick  Glenn  finds  Scotland’s  Player  of 
the  Year  in  no  mood  for  cup-final  horrors 


Ian  Ross 


ROB  JONES  yesterday 
revealed  the  foil  extent 
of  the  back  injury 
which  could  keep  him  out  of 
football  until  Christmas.  The 
Liverpool  full-back  officially 
ruled  himself  out  of  the  Euro- 
pean Championship  after 
receiving  the  results  of  a 
hospital  scan  on  a problem 
which  first  flared  up  12 
months  ago. 

Jones  has  been  ordered  to 
rest  completely  for  three 
months  and  warned  that  it 
may  be  December  before  he  is 
fit  to  play  again. 

"I  have  been  told  that  I 
have  a stress  fracture  of  a ver- 
tebra," he  said.  “The  doctor 
has  told  me  that  it  was  diag- 
nosed at  the  right  time  be- 
cause if  I had  played  on  a bit 
longer  the  vertebra  could 
have  snapped.  If  that  had  hap- 
pened 1 would  have  been  in 


serious  trouble.  I would  cer- 
tainly have  required  an  oper- 
ation and  it  might  well  have 
threatened  my  entire  career. 

“The  doctor  has  told  me 
that  I did  well  to  get  through 
the  season.  It  hasn't  been  easy 
for  me  because  some  days  I 
have  difficulty  in  just  getting 
out  at  bed. 

“I  am  bitterly  disappointed 
to  miss  out  on  Euro  96.  but  I 
have  studied  the  X-rays  and 
clearly  there  is  a problem.  I 
am  feeling  pretty  low  at  the 
moment  because  I had  been 
looking  forward  to  being  a 
part  of  the  England  set-up." 

HOLLAND  BUBO  »•  SQUAD: 
Ctaufc— p»»;  KnadaSw  {Ajw).  E dm 
Oowt  (Fcynnoord).  R Hasp  (Rada  JC>. 
Paiandacai  M Rafedgor . W Bngrada.  D 
aw  (afl  A) ax).  A Nano  fPSV),  J da 
Kook  iRoda  JC).  F da  Boar  (A|ax).  J 
Valdman  (S  parte  Rotterdam). 
MlitlUhlw  n H WRscHgo  (Bordeaux).  A 
WlnXar  (Internationale).  C Saadorf 
(Santpdoria),  R da  Bear,  E DeiMa  (both 
A|i<),  P Coo u (PSV  Eindhoven). 
Foraadn  a Taument  (Feyeagord).  V 
Holder  (Schalke).  P Haekstra,  P 
KMvert  (bofli  A|ax).  J C rayff 
“(Barcelona),  D Bayfcaap  (Arsenal). 


PAUL  GASCOIGNE, 
who  almost  single- 
handedly  secured 
Rangers’  eighth  successive 
league  championship  and 
collected  Scotland’s  two 
major  Player  of  the  Year 
awards,  aims  to  complete  a 
notable  "Yankee"  in  the 
Tennents  Scottish  Cup  final 
against  Hearts  at  Hampden 
Park  on  Saturday. 

Unlike  the  common 
punter  nervously  awaiting 
the  fourth  result,  however, 
Gascoigne  seems  free  of  the 
anxiety  that  marked  his 
first  six  months  in  Scot- 
land. almost  as  if  it  has 
been  siphoned  off  by 
achievement. 

“It’s  a good  feeling  when 
yon  read  nice  things  about 
yourself,  like  after  I had 


scored  the  hat-trick  which 
beat  Aberdeen  and  brought 
ns  the  title."  the  midfielder 
said  yesterday.  “It  makes 
you  realise  that  you  have  to 
take  the  bad  along  with 
that. 

“The  awards  from  the 
SPFA  and  the  Scottish  Foot- 
ball Writers’  Association 
meant  a great  deal  to  me 
after  what  I had  been 
through  in  the  previous  few 
years.  It’s  nice  to  think 
people  will  be  looking  to  me 
to  do  the  business  again  in 
the  cup  final. 

“As  Eric  Cantona  says, 
it’s  good  to  think  you're 
making  a lot  of  people 
happy.  That’s  why  we’re  in 
football.  But  it’s  been  a 
tough  season.  I’ve  had  to 
prove  a lot  of  doubters 


wrong.  I hope  I’ve  won  a 
few  people  over." 

Gascoigne’s  only  other 
cup  final  appearance,  for 
Tottenham  against  Notting- 
ham Forest  in  the  FA  Cap 
five  years  ago.  holds  bitter- 
sweet memories.  Spurs  won 
2-1  after  extra  time  at 
Wembley,  but  long  before 
the  Gascoigne  was 

being  prepared  for  the  first 
of  a series  of  career-threat- 
ening knee  operations. 

His  knee  ligament  bad 
snapped  as  he  attempted  an 
appallingly  wild  tackle  on 
Gary  Charles  before  the 
final  was  15  minutes  old. 

“To  this  day  I haven’t 
seen  my  medal,”  he  said.  ‘*1 
was  in  hospital  when  they 
were  presented,  and  my 
mum  got  mine.  She  keeps  it 
with  her  along  with  my 
various  jerseys  and  I’ve 
never  seen  it.  But  my  mem- 
ory of  that  final  is  how  ner- 
vous I was. 


i “It’s  strange  bow  people 
can  be  affected  by  the  big 
occasion.  You  saw  it  again 
last  Saturday,  when  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester 
United  were  so  disappoint- 
ing. They  were  all  nervous. 

“The  final  five  years  ago 
passed  me  by.  I was  in  a 
daze,  not  seeing  anything. 
This  time  I'll  be  much 
more  relaxed.  I intend  to 
look  around,  see  every- 
thing and  take  it  all  in.  By 
Thursday  of  this  week  Til 
be  starting  to  get  excited 
about  it. 

“At  the  moment  I'm  still 
in  a slight  state  of  shock  at 1 
what  has  happened  in  the 
last  few  weeks.  When  the 
things  I’ve  achieved 
recently  happen  to  a 
player,  he  wants  more  of  it- 
Bnt  he  has  to  work  harder 
to  get  it  and  I’m  no  differ- 
ent; I'll  have  to  work  even, 
harder.  But  Tm  ready  for 
that” 


CHRIS  ALLEN,  the  Oxford 
United  striker,  ' has 
turned  down  a new  contract 
clearing  the  way  for  a £500,000 
move  to  Nottingham  Forest 
where  he  spent  a month  on 
loan  last  season. 

Sunderland  fans  facing  a 
hike  in  season-ticket  prices 
are  unlikely  to  pay  as  much 
as  those  of  Newcastle  and 
Middlesbrough.  “I  think  they 
wilLbe  pleasantly  surprised," 
said  the  marketing  manager 
Grahame  McDonnefl. 

Billy  Ayre  has  resigned  as 
Southport  player-manager 
and  is  set  to  join  Swansea  as 
assistant  to  Jan  Molby. 

NORTHERN  IRELAND  SOUAD  (V 

Germany  In  Betas)  on  Msy  29):  Fottia 
(NotBn  Forest).  Puriwui  (Bolton);  Coral 
(Hall).  Patterson  (Luton).  Taggart 
[ Baton).  tatagW  (Leeds).  Cfe-ile 
(Newcastle),  Hughes,  Ronhed,  Doris 
(all  Wee!  Hem).  I snnon,  Hill  (both 
Lataasterl.  Lomas  (Man  City),  Htostor 
(Wrexham).  Msgfilas  (Southampton), 
McCarthy  (Port  Vale).  HoM abort 
(Tottenham).  O'Boyle,  Griffin  (tom  Si 
Johnstone).  Mntryne  (Man  U).  Outran 
(Blackpool).  Hortoclc  (Swindon). 


PATRICK  KLUIVERT  yes- 
terday found  himself  free 
to  play  for  Holland  in  Euro  96 
when  he  escaped  a prison 
term  after  being  found  guilty 
of  causing  dead)  by  danger- 
ous driving. 

The  Ajax  striker,  19.  was  in- 
stead sentenced  to  240  hours' 
community  service  by  an  Am- 
sterdam court  He  was  imme- 
diately named  in  the  Holland 
squad  taking  on  England  and 
Scotland  next  month.  - - • 
Kluivert  was  allegedly  driv- 
ing at  twice  the  speed  limit  — 
64mpb  in  a 30mph  zone  — 
when  in  September  he  acci- 
dentally rammed  a borrowed 
BMW  into  another  car,  killing 
its  driver  and  injuring  the* 
victim's  wife.' 

A court  spokesperson  de- 
nied lenient  treatment  of 
Kluivert  because  of  his  fame. 
“He  did  not  get  a different 
sentence  from  anyone  else. 
It’s  normal  punishment  for 
this  kind  of  accident." 


Golf 

Master  of  the  greenback 


David  Davies  reports  on  the  potential 
value  of  Nick  Faldo’s  victory  at  Augusta 


NICK  FALDO,  the  man 
whose  personal  wealth 
was  estimated  prior  to 
his  win  in  the  US  Masters  last 
month  at  over  £40  million, 
may  be  able  to  add  some 
£8  million  to  the  total  as  a 
result  of  that  victory. 

The  Englishman,  whose 
sixth  major  championship 
win  it  was.  is  back  in  Britain 
to  play  two  events,  including 
next  week’s  Volvo  PGA 
Championship  at  Wentworth. 
He  said  that  the  commercial 
rewards  had  already  started 
to  flow,  including  a contract 
to  represent  Jaguar. 

Yesterday  he  also  signed  a 
contract  to  build  a further  18 
holes  at  the  Mission  Hills 
complex  in  Shenzhen,  China, 
the  site  late  Last  year  of  the 
World  Cup.  That,  his  man- 
ager John  Simpson  said,  will 
be  worth  around  £600,000. 
Faldo,  whose  design  of  Chart 
Hills  in  Kent  has  been  ac- 
claimed as  the  best  new  in- 
land course  in  Britain,  has  10 


other  courses  under  construc- 
tion in  the  Far  East 

Simpson,  explaining  the 
complexities  of  dealing  with 
Faldo’s  finances,  said  that  it 
was  still  too  early  to  say  ex- 
actly how  much  that  green 
jacket  would  be  worth  to  his 
client  “But,”  he  said,  "just  as 
an  wamplfi,  when  Nick  won 
the  Masters  foe  Pringle  com- 
pany, who  make  his  line  of 
clothing;  stopped  everything 
else  just  to  concentrate  on 
making  foe  exact  shirt  that  he 
wore  in  the  final  round  at 
Augusta." 

Faldo,  aware  that  he  has 
more  money  rtian  he  could 
possibly  spend,  is  also  anx- 
ious to  put  something  back 
into  the  game.  “Fm  still  try- 
ing to  bring  golf  to  every- 
body,” he  said.  *T  want  to 
build  public  and  tournament 
golf  courses,  that’s  the  main 
priority.  And  I’d  like  to  build 
a course  that  could  host  the 
Ryder  Cup  in  Britain." 

Faldo's  win  in  the  Masters, 


in  addition  to  being  front- 
page news  in  every  news- 
paper in  the  land,  was  seen  by 
nine  million  people  on  televi- 
sion in  Britain  alone.  It  also 
attracted  foe  sport's  biggest 
audience  in  the  United  States 
for  10  years. 

“I  think  I've  met  those  nine 
million  since  I returned," 
smiled  Faldo.  "People  have 
literally  been  hanging  out  of 
windows  shouting,  and  it’s 
been  great  The  public  have 
always  liked  me  here.  And 
foe. comments  I’ve  had  from 
other  players  have  been 
really  nice." 

His  ambition  remains  im- 
d homed.  He  is  the  only  man 
who  can  do  the  grand  slam 
this  year  and  he  has  never, 
like  some  players,  ruled  it  out 
completely.  "I’d  love  to  do  it” 
he  said  yesterday,  “but  it's 
probably  more  realistic  to  try 
and  add  the  US  Open  and  US 
PGA  to  my  list  so  that  I’ve  got 
a career  grand  slam." 

If  he  succeeded  be  would 
join  Jack  Nicklaus.  Ben 
Hogan,  Gary  Player  and  Gene 
Sarazen  as  the  only  players  in 
history  to  achieve  a foil  set  of 
professional  championships. 


Sailing 


The  majesty 
of  Law 

BRITAIN’S  Chris  Law  is 
among  the  five  skippers 
who  have  perfect  scorelines 
at  the  end  of  the  first  day’s 
match-racing  in  the  Royal 
Lymington  Cup,  writes  Bab 
Fisher.  With  four  wins  under 
his  belt.  Law  is  guaranteed  a 
place  in  the  knock-out  quar- 
ter-final of  this  competition 
which  begins  tomorrow. 

Three  other  skippers  in  the 
same  group  as  Law  also  had 
four  wins,  the  America’s  Cup 
winner  Russell  Coutts  from 
New  Zealand,  Australia’s 
Peter  Gilmour  and  the  Ger- 
man Markus  Welser.  But  the 
world  champion  Ed  Baird  of 
the  United  States  was  beaten 
by  Denmark’s  S ten  Mohr. 
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Rugby  League 

Paul  Fitzpatrick  on  a discarded  serum-half 


Larder  leaves 
Shaun  on  shelf 


SHAUN  EDWARDS,  the 
most  decorated  player 
in  foe  history  of  the 
game,  was  the  surprise  omis- 
sion from  Phil  Larder’s  Eng- 
land squad  for  the  European 
Championship  match  against 
France  at  Gateshead  next 
month. 

The  Wigan  scrum-half  cap- 
tained England  in  their  open- 
ing World  Cup  game  against 
Australia  at  Wembley  last  Oc- 
tober but  missed  the  rest  of 
the  tournament  because  of  a 
knee  injury. 

Bobble  Goulding  replaced 
! him  and  Larder,  the  England 
coach,  using  the  evidence  of 
the  World  Cup  and  the  open- 
ing games  of  Super  League, 
has  kept  faith  with  the  24- 
year-old  Goulding. 

Edwards  was  philosophical 
about  his  omission  yesterday. 
‘T  would  be  a lot  more  disap- 
pointed if  it  had  been  the 
Great  Britain  side  I had  not 
been  picked  for,"  he  said.  “All 
I can  say  is  that  Phil  Larder 
picks  the  squad  and  he  must 
be  happy  with  the  half-back 
formation  that  played  in  the 
World  Cup.” 

It  is  no  great  surprise  to  see 
Danny  Arnold  chosen.  The  19- 
year-old  St  Helens  winger  has 
enjoyed  an  exceptional  run  of 
success  in  recent  months.  He 
scored  two  tries  in  St  Helens' 
Challenge  Cup  final  win  over 
Bradford  Bulls  at  Wembley 
last  month  and  has  scored  11 
tries  in  seven  Super  League 
games  this  season. 

Arnold  is  one  of  four  St  Hel- 
ens players  in  the  squad-  The 
others  are  Goulding,  Paul 
Newlove.  the  game’s  costliest 
player,  and  Chris  Joynt  It  is 
Wigan,  though,  with  six  play- 
ers. who  provide  the  back- 
bone of  foe  squad. 

Meanwhile  Kelly  Shelford, 
Warrington's  scrum- half,  has 
been  dropped,  fined  and 
placed  on  the  transfer  list  at 
£150,000  for  what  John  Dor- 
ahy.  the  club’s  coach,  de- 
scribes as  "totally  unprofes- 


sional" behaviour  during 
Sunday’s  victory  over  Shef- 
field Eagles. 

The  New  Zealander,  suffer- 
ing from  a slight  knee  injury, 
was  substituted  at  half-time 
but  then  changed  out  of  his 
kit,  thus  cutting  down 
Warrington's  interchange 
options. 

"Kelly  took  it  upon  himself 
that  he  was  not  required  for 
the  second  half.  That  was 
totally  unprofessional  and 
that  is  why  we  have  taken 
this  action,”  said  Dorahy. 
Shelford  will  play  for  the  Alli- 
ance side  against  St  Helens 
tomorrow. 

Twelve  sides  will  compete 
for  the  Halifax  Student  World 
Cup  in  August,  by  Tar  the  big- 
gest presence  since  five 
countries  contested  the  first 
World  Cup  lo  years  ago. 
Among  the  newcomers  are 
Japan  and  foe  United  States. 

ENGLAND  SQUAD?  Baaktt  D ArnoM  (St 
Helm).  M CaBand  (Bradford  BuU-ri.  C 
Connolly  (Wigan)  B Goulding  (SI 
Helens).  S Naylor  iSaltord  Reds).  P 
Hoiriouo  |S)  Helm).  M Omafa  (Wigan).  D 
Poragfl  (Keighley  Cougars).  K BarifeaU. 

J Robinson  l both  Wigan).  Y Smith 
(Caslleford  Tigers)  Forward*;  P 
Broadbenf  (Sheffield  Eagles).  It  , 
Cassidy,  A Far  rati  (both  Wigan).  K 
Harrises)  (Halifax  Blue  Sox).  C Joynl  (Si 
Helens).  J Laurlau  (Sheffield  Eagles),  s 
II allay  (Featirersione  Rovers).  S 
McNamara  (Bf  attend  Bulla),  p Rowley 
(Haillak  Blue  Box).  P Scirithorpe 
(Warrington). 


Edwards . . . sidelined 


Boxing 

King  tries  civil  rights  angle 


Kevin  Mitchell 


DON  KING,  whose  famil- 
iarity with  courts  of  law 
has  bred  a certain  easy 
confidence  down  the  years, 
will  once  more  turn  to  foe 
bench  this  month  in  a new 
effort  to  deny  Lennox  Lewis  a 
fight  with  Mike  Tyson. 

He  has  booked  an  appear- 
ance before  the  Civil  Rights 
Court  in  Washington  DC  to 
argue  that  his  World  Boxing 
Council  heavyweight  cham- 
pion is  being  denied  the  right 
to  earn  a living. 

Like  that  fighter’s  bank  bal- 
ance, this  is  a bit  rich.  Tyson 
has  already  earned  S60  mil- 
lion (£40  million)  in  three 
walkovers  since  his  release 
from  prison  in  March  last 


year.  There’s  living  and 
there's  living. 

Seth  Abraham,  the  vice- 
president  of  sport  at  Home 
Box  Office,  arrived  in  London 
last  night  to  outline  details  of 
a $45  million  offer  to  Tyson  to 
defend  against  Lewis  in  July 
or  September.  Lewis  would 
get  $15  million. 

Panos  E Hades.  Lewis’s  fi- 
nancial backer,  does  not  ex- 
pect King  to  surrender  his 
prize  easily. 

“Don  likes  courts."  Eliades  ; 
said  yesterday.  “He  has  been 
before  11  different  judges  in 
17  different  courts  trying  to 
stop  this  fight  But  the  judge 
in  foe  Supreme  Court  has  de- 
nied Tyson  foe  right  to  give 
up  his  WBC  belt  as  King 
wants  him  to.  I understand  he 
made  an  application  to  the 


WBC  yesterday  to  surrender 
the  belt." 

• Nigel  Berm,  who  dislikes 
pre-fight  press  conferences' 
and  has  ignored  several  of 
them  in  the  past,  was  nearly 
two  hours  late  for  his  head-to- 
head  meeting  with  Dublin's 
WBO  super-middleweight 
champion  Steve  C-oilins  in 
Manchester  yesterday. 

'Td  like  to  say  sorry’  to' 
Steve  and  all  that”  said  “the 
Dark  Destroyer"  with  a be- 
lated handshake  for  Collins, 
whom  he  challenges  on  July  6 
at  the  Nynex  Arena  in  Man- 
chester after  about  six  weeks’ 
training  at  his  usual  Tenerife 
camp. 

“I’ve  already  spent  the 
money  for  this  fight  so  I hope- 
he  turns  up."  said  Collins. 
“Don't  let  me  down,  Nigel." 


Results 


Rugby  Union 

DEI  NEXEN  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Rrst 
Hvtriora:  Cardiff  05.  Llanalll  13.  Neath  45, 
Pontypridd  25. 

P W D L F APta 

Haath  22  17  1 4 3*6  72 

CardNT 22  18  1 3 887  331  « 

Pontypridd S3  ID  1 5 779  397  SI 

UuncB 22  IS  0 7 010  402  S9 

Bridgend  22  12  I fl  57  J 478  47 

Dwnnaem 22  12  0 11  606  499  44 

akwVrit..  .22  11  011  406  509  30 

Newport 22  10  111  470  612  30 

Newbridge  _.  22  S 0 13  346  549  29 

Trsorolnr  - 22  5 I 16  381  758  31 

Abcraron 22  3 0 19  312  743  14 

Aberdfevy 22  2 0 20  30  928  Z 

NoeVi  champions  by  soaring  121  tries  to 
Cardiff's  D9. 

Tennis 

ATP  ITALIAN  OPEN  (Roma):  First 
rouraft  D Vaeek  |Cz)  M O CamporMe  (10 
6-3.  2-6.  6-1.  B Kurbaober  (Oar)  fat  T 
LarWram  (Aral  7-6.  6-0:  F Cliivst  iSp|  u T 
Cdrtoncril  (Sp)  7-4.  6-3;  R Rwtebwu  (US) 
0)  Y El  Aynaoui  (Mor)  8-7.  6-3.  6-1;  E 
Ihn  (So)  bi  Q Sc  halier  (Ault  1-6. 6-4, 

6- i.  T Muster  (AuU  bt  H VStocMg  (Aut) 
e-3.  8-0:  M R6M«t  tSwifc)  M M Zabatete 
(Arg)  6-3.  7-6:  A OMdenra  (b)  fat  J HfOMk 
iSwitzi  7-5.  6-1:  H Cramy  (Arg)  U T El 
Sawy  i Egypt)  6-2.  7-5.  W Fa naba  ISA)  bi 
G Forget  rFr)  7-6. 6-2,  A MriwJw  (Ufa) 
W C Ruud  (Nor)  6-3.  £-6. 6-3.  A B arnsate-  . 
gul  (Sp)  bi  V SamoMdre  (It)  7-6.  6-2  M 
EBoh  (Ger)  bt  E Sandier  (Sp)  M.  7-6,  J 
Courier  (USf  bi  R Ftirlen  (II)  8-3,  6-3;  A 
Voteea  | Rom)  fai  A BooBeh  (Fri  3-6.  6-L 

7- 6.  M Ha  (Chllfil  bt  A CbrnUlE  (Sp!  7-0.  ■ 
Hfr-EC  Cota  (Sp)  bl  T GuarditSa  (Fr) 
6-2.  6-1,  h mofppousab  (Aua)  bi  R Car- 
(Btero  (Sp)  6-3.  4-6.  7-fi. 

US  RED  CLAY  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Fla): 
Flnt  Hunt  M tafafraw  (Swel  bi  K 
Qoamms  (Bel)  6-4.  6-5  M Tafatwtt  (Air) 
bt  5 Diaper  (Ausl  7-4.  4-6.  8-3. 

MEN’S  MASTERS  IGarOilfr  Second 
round)  T SoMorattos  (Aut)  V N Weal 
|GB|  6-3,  6-0.  R MdcBrir  (Ger)  K R Bar- 
blor  (Fr)  6-2, 6-1.  (Fr)  bl  P Mos- 


ul G Sleenkamp  (SA)  6-1.  8-2;  O 

(Sp)  bi  P Kl Merry  (Aus)  8-7.  6-4.  8-3;  A 
Tb  nil  ante  on  (QB)  W A Parmar  (QB)  7-5. 
6-4;  F Dorado  (Uni)  01  T SpHlke  (G8)  8-4. 
B-d 

WOMEN’S  GERMAN  OPEN  (Berlin); 
FNa*  round.  M Ktotfa  (Swtu)  u J Watan- 
abe  (US)  6-3. 6-0:  S Mack  (Ger)  bt  A Glass 
IGer)  6-2. 6-1;  K Nowak  (Pol)  bt  C Singer 
(Ger)  6-3.  6-4;  L Loo  (US)  bi  L N elland 
(Lat»  6-2.  6-2;  R Pi— air  (Rom)  bt  A 
TeiDMveii  (Hun)  4-6.  6-2,  6-3;  J Kandsr 
(Ger)  W A Grossman  [US]  5-7.  7-6.  6-4;  N 
T—dM  (Fr)  ME  Makarova  (Hus)  7-6. 7-fi; 
K Habaudoea  (SJo)  bt  B Scheff  (Aul)  7-6. 

6-L  S Toetrad  (Fr)  bt  J Kruger  ISA) 
6-1, 6-4.  Second  rooiHfc  S Oral  (Gpr)  bt  T 
Whminger-Jooee  (US)  6-1.  6-2:  N Suwa- 
—msii  (Japan)  bt  P Bagerow  (Get)  6-4, 
6-S.  I MalaS  (Cro)  bt  A Cannon  (Swal 
vs.  7-s.  &~2;  r Ratuld  (Into)  bt  T jec< 
monies  (YufU  6-i  reL 

Baseball 

NATIONAL  LEAOUEi  Florida  5.  SI  Louis 
- San  Frandaoo  2.  Philadelphia  1.  Atlanta 
9.  Pittsburgh  3.  Chicago  6.  Houston  D;  San 
□logos,  ny  2;  Montreal  3,  Los  Angelas  2. 
AMERKAN  LEAOUEi  Milwaukee  6.  Chh 
cagp  2.  Tanas  7.  Kansas  Cl«y  6,  Baltimore 
*.  Oakland  a 


Basketball 


NBA.  StenMlnal  pttoNrift  Eastern  Cow 

Cw—ew  Atlanta  MW.  Orlando  69  (Orlando 
lead  series  3-1). 

Cricket 

BECOND  XI  O'SHI F (Today-  11.01: 
C^*‘*"*[nr*  Otoucs  214  (N  J Trainer  81) 
IA  J E Hibber. 
*■  fD  P«ws  871.  Hatfagrtan.  Susan* 
ffla  Green  Ms)  and  246-4  fT  A Rad- 
rord  mo).  Lancs  133  (Lowry  5-34).  Mrid- 
s*9"*  K**  toe  (N  w Preston  73.  H 
^>  62,  D J ^roar  61.  S C Willis  «H  and 

Lglcs  281  'Preston  4-69)  Poraty. 
pttdd:  Somerset  417-1  dec  (H  Mtsaan 

1 ,5‘  P c L **>ltaraay  mSI 

And16-(Lgemo|gan 346-7 oec  (AD Shaw 

173BO).  Sterttonwrtam  Warts  248  (Mas 
3^17-0.  Hants  130  (AL 
ww  b-58)  Todmorrierc  Hons  289  and 


zes  1 J u Harrison  T9-.  Pena  *-70)  and  63-0 
Surrey  4T1-6  Hoc  (J  D RjtclITTo  1 10.  N F 
sargaanl  BZ).  Worcester:  Worts  303  .1  to 

a«  J Roberts 
122.  A J Swan  107;  AmiaO  7-71) 

Ice  Hockey 

HHU  Stanley  Cup:  SondriU  ptoy-o.i: 
Wnalara  rirmln  uu.  Colorado  4.  ChF 
cago  3 (OI2:  Colorado  win  sens®  4-2) 


Fixtures 


(7.46  unless  staled) 

Soccer 

UEFA  GOP*  nnM,  eeeenri  lag:  Bordcau. 
v Baygm  Munich  |7J2©L 
BWMUaCH  LEAGUE.  Ptaywffe  Send 
toga  Rrst;  Crystal  Palace 
Charitm.  Stoke  v Leicester.  Second 
BlacfcgcoMr  Braatorq  C;  Motto  County  • 
Crawe.  TMrrfa  Darlington  v Hsrsfon 
I7-30!!  PtymotUh  y Colchester. 


The  right 
result  in  35 
minutes 
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Cricket 

B&H  Cup:  Lancashire  v WarwickshVre 

Lloyd  hits 
high  notes 


David  Hopps  at  Old  Trafford 


■ ■■HILE  many  des- 

■ilg  perately  analyse 
secrets  behind 
™ ™ Warwickshire’s 
success,  Lancashire  take 
rather  a diflferent  tack:  they 
Just  keep  beating  them. 

Victorious  over  Warwick- 
shire in  the  three  domestic 
competitions  in  which  they  met 
last  season,  they  mafnfa^pfl 
the  sequence  in  their  Benson  & 
Hedges  group  tie  yesterday  by 
squeezing  a one-wicket  win 
with  a ball  remaining. 

Superficially,  with  each 
side  already  assured  of  a 
place  inr  the  last  eight,  the 
only  reward  was  a home 
quarter-final  But  in  essence 
it  was  much  more  than  thaL 
It  was  further  proof  that  one 
county  at  least  can  withstand 
Warwickshire’s  brazen  domi- 
nation of  the  county  game. 

David  Lloyd,  England’s  new 
coach,  will  attempt  to  inspire 
his  side  for  next  week's  Tex- 
aco Trophy  against  India  with 
a specially  compiled  sound- 
track including  such  stand- 
bys as  Churchill  speeches.  Je- 
rusalem, Elgar’s  Pomp  and 
Circumstance  and  Papa’s  Got 
A Brand  New  Pig  Bag  from  1 
Perfecto  All  Stars  (just  the 
drum  break  at  the  beginning) 

If  he  has  tested  the  tape  out 
on  his  son  Graham,  Lanca- 
shire’s middle-order  batsman, 
evidence  suggests  that  it  is 
bloody  good  stuff.  It  was 
Lloyd's  sanguine  63  not  out, 
from  only  40  balls,  which  en- 
abled Lancashire  to  overhaul 
a Warwickshire  total  of  312 


Kent  v Glamorgan 


for  six  that  had  seemed  just 
out  of  their  grasp. 

Lloyd's  self- belief  must  have 
been  fuelled  by  the  knowledge 
that  he  had  done  it  all  before 
LMt  season  he  thrashed  a six 
off  the  last  ball  to  beat  Leices- 
tershire as  Lancashire,  with 
318  for  five,  set  a competition 
record  for  a side  batting 
second.  This  time  it  was  the 
last  man  Peter  Martin,  with 
four  leg  byes  against  an  in- 
credulous Oermot  Reeve,  who 
made  winning  contact 

In  last  season’s  correspond- 
ing tie  Graeme  Welch  had 
been  struck  for  103  runs,  the 
worst  analysis  in  the  competi- 
tion's history,  and  had  suf- 
fered that  rarest  of  Warwick- 
shire emotions,  a crisis  of 
confidence.  Yesterday  he  must  1 
have  thought  his  two  wickets 
1 had  settled  the  match. 

Crawley's  smooth  47  ended 
with  Reeve’s  prancing  catch 
at  short  extra,  and  Gallian, 
who  had  moved  purposefully 
to  61  despite  not  being  in  the 
best  of  nick,  fell  to  a sprawl- 
ing catch  by  Brown  at  deep 
square  leg.  Lancashire, 
though,  bat  as  low  as  the 
dress  tag- room  attendant  and 
their  spirit  never  wavered. 

Warwickshire’s  innings 
had  been  kick-started  by  Nick 
Knight  and  Neil  Smith,  with 
112  in  12  overs.  Reeve  also 
interfered  to  good  purpose, 
collecting  a wicket  a brisk 
20-odd.  and  three  catches. 

He  might  also  have  col- 
lected the  Gold  Award  but  for 
Lloyd  and  the  end  of  a War- 
wickshire winning  sequence 
stretching  back  to  last 
August  Marvellous  stuff. 


Swipe  card . . . Warwickshire’s  Keith  Piper  whips  off  John  Crawley's  bails  but  to  no  avail 

| Gloucestershire  v Hampshire 


PHOTOGRAPH:  MCNAEL.  STEELE 


Morris  torments  Kent  Alleyne  goes  a long  way 


Jeremy  Alexander 
at  Canterbury 


A BLISTERING  innings 
by  Hugh  Morris  took 
Glamorgan  to  their  first 
quarter-final  since  1990.  His 
unbeaten  136  off  100  balls  pro- 
pelled them  past  Kent's  mod- 
est 208  for  nine  for  the  loss  of 
two  wickets.  Kent,  conceding 
first  place  in  the  group  on 
run-rate,  also  went  through 
on  points  thanks  to  Essex's 
victory  over  Somerset. 

In  the  end  it  was  clear-cut 
but  cricket’s  junior  cup  com- 
petition almost  fell  foul  of  its 
complex  new  computation  of 
overall  run-rate.  Victory 
alone  might  not  have  been 
enough  for  Glamorgan.  To  be 
certain,  they  had  to  get  their 
rate  above  Kent’s.  Not  even  a 
call  to  Lord’s  between  the  in- 
nings disclosed  their  ration  of 
overs  to  achieve  this.  Calcula- 
tors  were  out  in  abundance 
and  ignorance. 


Glamorgan  embarked  on  a 
supposition  of  38.4  and.  on 
that  basis,  got  home  with  six 
overs  to  spare.  After  early 
level-pegging  with  James, 
Morris  raced  away  to  50  off  38 
balls,  100  off  68  and  eventually 
I 21  fours  and  a six.  Their  open- 
ing stand  of  181  in  25  overs 
was  a county  record  and 
made  success  a formality. 

Both  were 'severe  to  any- 
. thing  pitched  up,  and  biffed -a 
succession  cf  front-foot  fours 
through  the  covers.  Fleming, 
in  his  first  over,  bowled  the 
only  maiden  but  then  went  the 
way  of  tiie  rest.  Morris,  having 
stood  down  from  the  captaincy 
late  last  season,  has  regained 
form  with  a vengeance.  This 
was  his  third  century,  one  a 
double,  this  season. 

Remarkably,  yet  rightly,  it 
was  not  enough  for  the  Gold 
Award.  Steve  Watkin,  an- 
other Welshman  also  with 
three  Tests  to  his  name,  won 
that  with  a devastating  open- 
ing spell.  England’s  selectors, 


sitting  for  one-day  purposes 
at  the  weekend,  are  being  pos- 
itively jostled. 

Watkin  took  four  for  five  in 
21  balls  and  gave  Glamorgan 
immediate  control  that  even 
the  wayward  Gibson,  who 
bowled  two  of  his  six  wides 
before  be  got  a ball  to  count 
could  not  undermine. 

Under  early  cloud  Watkin 
found  movement  to  beat  Ward 
and  Walker,  lift  to  trap  Cow- 
drey and  wit  to  hook  Fleming, 
recklessly  caught  at  long  leg 
himself  hooking  the  next  ball 
after  he  had  been  dropped  off 
the  same  shot  Kent’s  pinch- 
hitting  pretensions  were 
pinched  in  the  bud. 

Kent  were  35  for  five  in  the 
12th  over.  Hooper,  supported 
by  Llong  and  Marsh,  guided 
them  towards  respectability 
before,  checking  his  shot  he 
holed  out  to  long-on  when 
threatening  acceleration.  For 
all  the  calculators,  that  may 
have  been  the  day’s  most  sig- 
nificant chip. 


i Chris  Hewett  at  Bristol 

THE  Gloucestershire 
pyrotechnics  failed  to 
ignite  as  this  season's 
Benson  & Hedges  campaign 
warmed  up  a degree  or  two 
here,  yet  Hampshire  con- 
trived to  burn  their  own  fin- 
gers. They  missed  a quarter- 
final place  by  21  runs  and  will 
still  be  wondering  how. 

With  Andrew  Symonds  in 
such  destructive  mood  and 
the  West  Indies  captain 
Courtney  Walsh  back  to  pro- 
vide a razor-sharp  edge  to  the 
Gloucestershire  attack,  the 
visitors  may  have  feared  the 
worst  Recent  history  was 
against  them  as  well:  they 
had  not  beaten  Gloucester- 
shire in  a B&H  match  for  19 
years.  But  they  let  a golden 
opportunity  slip  yesterday. 

Symonds  had  barely  moved 
out  of  first  gear  when  Sean 
Morris  dismissed  him  with  a 
fine  low  catch  at  extra  cover. 


Somerset  v Essex 


unquestioned 


David  Foot  at  Taunton 

^FHIS  was  a thoroughly  pro- 
I flcient,  if  no  more  than  ac- 
ademic, eight-wicket  win  for 
Essex  — and  a dispiriting 
result  for  Somerset  The  per- 
sonal triumph  belonged  to 
Stuart  Law,  the  Queenslander 
who  yesterday  completed  his 
third  hundred  in  four  days. 

There  was  almost  disdain 
in  the  way  he  treated  Somer- 
set’s mostly  undistinguished 
and  occasionally  ragged 
attack.  His  method  was  based 
on  sharpness  of  eye,  exquisite 
riming  and  spunky  one-day 
effectiveness. 

All  but  half  a dozen  of  his 
runs  namo  from  boundaries 
in  his  first  50.  He  galloped  to 
his  century  off  73  balls,  with 
16  fours  and  two  sixes.  Then 
Trump  gained  a delicate  Ibw 
decision  which  patently  took 
the  batsman  by  surprise. 

It  all  became  increasingly 
easy  for  Essex,  winning  with 
more  than  eight  overs  to 
spare  after  being  set  251.  In- 
deed their  innings  had  the 
mood  of  a jaunty,  trouble-free 
walk  in  the  sun.  They  had 
reached  50  by  the  eighth  over, 
100  by  the  17th.  There  were 
nervous  looks  exchanged  in 
the  field.  . 

Darren  Robinson  had  early 
on  taken  three  boundaries  in 
an  over  from  Shane  Lee;  later 
. Law  rather  unfeelingly  dis- 
l patched  the  inexperienced 
I Matt  Dimond  for  4-6-4  off 
K successive  balls.  At  the  end 
^Nasser  Hussain  -was  still 
f there  on  68,  .with  Graham 
Gooch  in  paternal  attendance 
Somerset's  own  total  had 
owed  much  to. the  stand  of 
Marcus  Trescothick  and  Rob 
Turner,  an  undefeated  99  off 
11  overs.  Gut  of  favour  so  for 
this  season  and  only  a last- 
minute  selection  (becauseaf 
injuries)  for  this  match,  Ttes- 
co thick’s  bold  half-century 

had  appeared  ttw^ < *« . 
dob  as  well  as  himself  At  the 
other  end  Turner  continued 
his,  appealing  transformation 
as  a semi-slogger-  Earlier 
Mark  Lath  well  Kit  a good- 
looking  50. 


Dakin  plunders 
gold  prize  from 
unlucky  Morris 

JON  DAKIN’S  unbeaten 
108  steered  Leicester- 
shire to  a four-wicket  vic- 
tory over  Durham  with  two 
halls  to  spare  at  Grace  Road 
yesterday.  With  Leicester- 
shire chasing  288,  Dakin 
and  Darren  Maddy  (61) 
shared  a fifth-wicket  stand 
of  153. 

Both  batsmen  made  their 
best  scores  in  the  competi- 
tion and  Dakin's  match- 
winning  effort  earned  him 
the  Gold  Award  ahead  of 
Durham’s  John  Morris, 
whose  145  was  a career  best 
and  the  highest  one-day 
score  for  a Durham  player. 

David  Capet  (82)  and  Rob 
Bailey  (75  not  out)  powered 
Northamptonshire  to  a 
seven-wicket  victory  over 
Yorkshire,  whose  205  for 
nine  was  never  enough. 
Worcestershire’s  eight- 

wicket  victory  over  Scot 
land  came  after  the  hosts’ 
openers  rattled  up  96,  their 
best  start  of  the  campaign, 
before  eight  wickets  went 
for  40  runs. 

British  Universities  con- 
tributed to  Middlesex’s  vic- 
tory at  Fenner’s  as.  defend- 
ing 184,  they  handed  the 
county  45  extras. 

Surrey  completed  a five-  1 
wicket  success  with  12 
overs  to  spare  against  Ire- 
land, who  slid  to  17  for  five 
only  40  minutes  Into  the 
day.  But  Neil  Doak  stayed 
for  an  unbeaten  84. 

Final  Group  tables 
anauPA  pw  L MrPta  hr 

5 6 D 0 10  11.58 

W mil  i«l* i 5 3 117  38.58 
uSSjMre-  5 3 .2  0 B -S.SS 

]£Z5£ri-..  6 2 3 0 4-4.79 

5 13  1 3 -£83 

5 8 5 0 0-2653 

SSSJ*.  4 4 0 0 8 11.06 

Y«bkk«: * l l 0 6 15J2S 

aipH.  4 2 2 0 4 AS 

WonwMnhin.  * 1 ? ° n 

TTuntfcMiil — 4 0 4 0 D -3oJB 

■"""V-  ....  6 4 1 o.  8 8.74 

5 4 1 D * 408 

=r“ 5 3 2 0 8 11 M 

* 5 3 2 0 e 4.76 

SEiUSrm  I i * o 2-11.47 

MMiIMk-  6 0 5 0 0-17S4 


44008  18.88 

4 3 10  * JIJ5 

4 2 2 0 4 1238 

4 1 3 0 2 

4 0 4 0 0-49.62 


Scoreboard 


Benson  A Hedges  Cup 


1 UMCUaMX  won  by  Hva  wtcVOM. 


1 Gtoticeslarsftffa  won  by  21  runs. 


A J Wrighi  Ibw  b James  — Si 

R I Omwon  c Benjamin  b Marti  ...  - 33 

R J CunHtfe  b Banjanrin 73 

T H C Hancock  run  out lO 

A SynwrdB  c Monte  b Maru 26 

*C  A Wakii  c James  b WTiltaksr S 

U W Alleyn*  Ibw  b Connor 73 

tfl  C Rusaalf  run  out S 

HP  Davis  b Connor 2 

A M Smith  not  exit O 

Extras  (U&  wS.  nb2) 8 

Total  (Tor  Si  S3  ovsra)  — ten 

M of  wfafeotai  as.  66.  88.  128.  145.  258. 
270.  272.  272. 

Did  not  Inn  K E Cooper. 

Score  at  IS  ovara:  2-71. 

Puwteog  Benjamin  10-2-58-1;  Connor 
I S-O— 46-2:  James  4-0-24-1;  Maru 
10-0-43-2:  Udal  ! 0-0-57-0;  Whitaker 
10-0-41-1. 


RSM  Morris  si  Russell  t>  Davis — SB 

J S Leney  c Watafi  b Cooper  34 

K D Jetties  run  out  — — — 56 

R A Smith  c Alleyne  b Dsvte 1 

WKU  Benjamin  c Smith  b Hancock  43 
•J  P Stephenson  c Wright  b Hancock  7 
p r Whitaker  c Davta  b Hancock  — . 6 

tA  N Aymes  run  out — 17 

S D Udal  c Symonds  b Smith 3 a 

C A Connor  c Davta  b Watab  — — 1 

R J Maru  not  out B 

Extras  (toS.  w6»  — — — — • 

Total  J492  over*) 2WI 

FeS  of  vfclltr  47.  lia  115,  182.  188. 
188. 185.  231. 237. 

Ml  IS  uumi.  V-7B. 

Bawllon  Cooper  8-0—48-1;  Smith 
8.2-0-60-1;  Alleyne  8-0-48-0;  Walsh 
10-0-41-1;  Davie  10-0-50-2;  Hancock 
4-o-o-a. 

irianh  - - J H Hants  and  B Leadbeater. 


LANCASHIRE  w WAHSUdCSHIRK 
Old  Itdltait  Lancashire  won  by  one 
wicket. 


N V Knight  c FalrferoUiar  b Martin  47 
N M K Smilh  c ABterlon  b Yaws — SI 

p A smtBi  c Gairtan  b Chappie 17 

D P Ostler  c Atherton  b Yates 21 

T L Penney  o 8 b Martin 34 

•D  A Reeve  si  Hegg  b Yates 27 

s m ppuomcnot  out *» 

D A Brown  not  out 33 

Extras  (toll.  w<.  nbB) 23 

Total  Bor  6.  50  overs) 212 

FM  of  wickets:  97.  112.  132.  16S.  208. 
230 

Old  no*  bate  tK  J Piper.  G Welch.  A F 

(dm  a4  16  «■•>■  2-112. 

Bowlins:  Merlin  1 0-0- 57- 2,  Austin 
io-i-82-O:  Chappie  1 0-0-61-1;  Yaua 
10-0-65-3;  Watldnson  1O-0-66-Q 


C M Gupta  Ibw  b Fraser 1 

G A Khan  b Foltotl 26 

A Staph  c Carr  b Fraser  ....  16 

*R  Q Cake  run  out — . — 22 

W J House  c Sub  b Ramprakuoh  — 22 
M Wagh  c Gatirng  b Ramprakash  — 23 
U RashxJ  c Carr  b Ramprakash  . — zb 

« Marc  c Gaffing  b Weaken 0 

M R Evans  not  out 16 

S A J Boswell  el  Brown  b Tufnell  3 

TJ  Bahl  « Brown  b Tutnell O 

Extras  [U3  Ib7.  wl2| 22 

Total  (48  5 overs) 164 

ftafc  2.42.67. 101. 114. 148. 149, 166. 153. 
Snore  at  IS  over*  2-81 
Dowtotg:  Fraser  10-3—27-2;  Fay  7-1-29-0; 
Tutnell  7.5-1-33-2;  Folleii  6-1-11-1; 
Washes  10-0-38-1;  Ramprakash 
10-1-36-3. 

P N Weekes  b Evans S3 

M R Ramprakash  tow  b Mare : 11 

0 A Shah  Ibw  b Marc  4 

“M  W Gaffing  c Rashid  b Evans 8 

J C Pocley  c House  b Wagh  12 

J D Carr  not  otil  40 

tK  R Brown  not  out 12 

Extras  |lb2.  wl9.  nb84) 45 

Total  (for  5,  41 J overs) . „ 163 

FAN  of  wtokMSLS.  74.  97.  121.  125 
Did  not  bee  R A Fay.  A R C Fraser.  0 
i Fotien.  P C R Tutnell. 

Score  at  IS  mm  1-59 
! Bowling:  Boswell  10-1-37-0;  Evane 
7-0-53-2;  Rasnid  9.3-0-24-0;  Marc 
5-0-30-2:  Wash  10-1-38-1 

DERBYSHIRE  « UHNNI  COUNTIES 
Dacbyi  Derbyshire  «mn  by  efat  wickets. 
WNOR  COUimES 

*S  J Dean  at  Knkkan  b Vandrau 32 

K Sharp  run  out 71 

1 Potter  c Krtkfcan  b Harris 20 

S D Myles  c Jones  b Welle 57 

P J Sylvester  Ibw  b Welle 11 

S V Laudal  b Weds 17 

fj  N Baity  run  our  O 

Z A Shar  run  out  14 

M G Powell  tow  b Welte o 

M J Saggers  not  out 1 

M A Sharp  e Harris  b Defreitta  — 1 

Extras  lift.  w6) — — — * 

Total  (tor . 48  J overs) 232 

Rdfc  49.  91.  177.  196.  197.  197.  206.  2Z7. 
280 

Score  at  ^S  reru  1-66. 

Bowling:  Malcolm  6-0-41-0:  Harris 
7-0-34-1;  Vandrau  10-1-59-1;  DeFrettas  . 
6.6-0-34-1;  A Id  red  4-0-16-0;  Wells 
10-1-36-4;  Barnett  2A-O-S-0.  . 


And  later  Walsh,  happy 
enough  to  leave  the  new  ball 
to  others  after  his  long  flight 
from  Jamaica,  suffered  an  un- 
usual degree  of  frustration  as 
he  bowled  through  his  overs. 

Rob  Cunliffe’s  application 
and  some  sensible  accelera- 
tion late  on  from  Mark 
Alleyne  — both  batsmen 
reached  the  70s  before  falling  . 
to  Winston  Benjamin,  and 
Cardigan  Connor  respectively 
— saw  Gloucestershire  set  a 
challenging  total  of  272  on  a 
distinctly  205-ish  pitch. 

Hampshire  looked . odds-on 
to  win  as  Kevan  James  and 
Benjamin  guided  them  to 
within  100  runs  of  victory  In 
even  time.  Gloucestershire 
had  lost  their  opening  bowler 
Kevin  Cooper  with  an  ankle 
injury  and  attacking  options 
were  beginning  to  diminish. 

Enter  Tim  Hancock,  an  oc- 
casional medium-pacer  long 
on  enthusiasm  but  short  on 
wicket-taking  pedigree.  He 
had  the  dangerous  Benjamin 


D D J Robinson  c Bowtor  b Lea 34 

S G Law  tow  b Trump — - 116 

N Hussain  not  out 68 

G A Gooch  ned  exit  — 22 

Extras  (lua.  w3) 6 

Tola!  (tor  2.  41.3  ovara) 2S3 

Pas  of  wktultm  €8.  201. 

DM  wot  hafc  *P  J Prichard,  R C Irani,  tfl  J 
Rollins.  A P Grayson.  M C Itott.  P M Such. 
A P Cowan. 

Bowling:  Caddlck  7-2-31-0;  Rose 
7-0-39-0;  LM  64-65-1;  Tramp  10-0-47-1; 
Dimond  3-0-26-0;  Shins  8-0-48-0;  Bowler 
03040. 


caught  In  the  deep  by  Mifrp 
Smith  with  his  second  deliv- 
ery, and  with  his  sixth  he  saw 
the  Hampshire  captain  John 
Stephenson  held  by  Tony 
Wright  at  short  cover. 

Coupled  with  an  equally  in- 
fluential over  from  the  slow 
left-armer  Richard  Davis, 
who  had  already  sent  back 
Morris  and  Robin  Smith  in 
the  space  of  five  deliveries, 
Hancock’s  strikes  Were 
enough  to  tafcg  Gloucester- 
shire home.  For  all  its  com- 
mendable grit,  the  Hampshire 
tail  was  left  with  too  much 
wagging  to  do. 

Alleyne’s  53-ball  75  con- 
tained the  most  attractive  bat- 
ting of  a tight  game.  Nine 
boundaries,  all  cleanly 
struck,  gave  Gloucestershire 
a dependable  total,  but  it  was 
Cunliffe  who  laid  down  the 
real  marker  for  the  future. 
The  22-year-old  right-hander 
hpR  tiie  technique  and  atti- 
tude to  make  a significant  im- 
pact in  the  game.  { 


Cwitai tally  Glamorgan  won  by  BfgM 


T R Ward  b Wtartdn 1 

M V Flaming  c Date  b Wxffcin 16 

C L Hooper  c Maynard  b Crott 62 

G R CotRlray  c Jamas  b WatWn O 

U J Walter  c Meteon  b WaOdn O 

M A Eatfum  c Maynard  p Thomas  — S 

N J Llong  tow  b Craft 31 

*tS  A Maisf  run  out 23 

M J McCagus  c Kelson  b Gtoson  ...  17 

M u Pwei  noi  out : is 

J B D Thompson  do 4 out — IS 

Extaas  (tola  W7) J — 17 

Total  (tor  a SO  ovara) — . 208 

Fan:  1*.  20.  2B.  26.  35.  ICG.  133,  17a  ITT. 
Score  « IS  Mam 5-48. 

Bowftag:  Watkin  10-3-31-4;  Gibson 
8-2-33-1;  Thomas  7-0-31-1;  Barwlck 
10-0-47-0;  Croli  10-1-41-2;  Dale 
Siwi5-a 


S P Jamas  c Patel  b Eatoam SO 

•H  Morris  not  out 136 

A Dais  c Ward  b Ealham — 1 

M P Maynard  not  out 11 

Extras  (w2)  — 2 


■gnraiaa  Surrey  won  by  Ihw  wfekste. 

J 0 R Benson  c D J BtcknaD  b Lewis  • O 

D Moors  e Brawn  b M P Bteknsll o 

G D Harrison  c Stewart  b Lawk 4 

•D  A Law  Is  c D J BkckncO 

b M P BldmeU 8 

H G Doak  not  out 64 

A R Dunlop  c Julian  b M P BicXnell  i. 

D Ksastey  tow  b Julian 30 

R L Eagteson  c Thorpe 

b B C HollJoaka 13 

A T RuffisrlonJ  c Stewart  b Julian  _ 26 
Extras  (b3,  I b0.  w0.  nb4). 34 

Total  (tor  8.  50  overs) 166 

FaB  RtikMaO,  1.  16.  18,  17.  62.  144. 
196. 

DM  mC  had  P McCrum.  M W Pattaraon. 
■n»4B6  Lawte  10-2-35-2;  M P BIcknea 
10-5-18-3;  A J HcdRoaka  3-1-18-0;  Paar- 
aon  10-V-43-0:  Jultan  10-0-4S-G:  B C Hcrt- 
noate  7-1-2S-1. 


0 M Ward  c Hesslcv  b Eagtenon : 8 

A D Brown  e McCrum  b Pabaraon  34 
t A J Stewart  c Benson  b Harrtaon  . 83 
G P Thorpe  e Ruthertord  b Heaslsy  30 

A J Hoi  Soaks  b Hsrrlaon  1 

D J BlcWtall  not  out 34 

C C Lewis  not  art 30 

Brass  (Ib2.  w3,  nb2) — 7 

Total  (lor  5.  37 £ ovsra) 163 

FwS  of  Wtetetae  9.  46.  132.  132.  145. 

DM  not  bote  B C HolBoote,  R U Psaraoa 
B P Julian.  M P BtckneU. 

Scors  St  IS  ova:  2-39- 
SowRagt  Patterson  6-0-37-1;  Eaglseon 
M-0-6M!  McCrum  6-0-33-0:  Hassley 
7-0-32-1:  Harrison  10-0-30-2:  Doak 
3-1—13-0. 

UMpirsa:  J C Baldwstone  and  J D Bond. 
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Neath  clinch 
Welsh  title 


X MuiUiausNotc  Northante  won  by  seven 


M A Atherton  low  b Giles  - — 

*M  WatMoson  c Resvs  b poltora  — 
j PR Golilan c Brown  b Wdcfi 

I D Austin  b N M K Sm«i 

J P Crawley  a Reeve  D WeWi 

N H Falrorather  c Reeve 

b N M K Smith 

G D Lloyd  not  can  — — 


tw  K HOW  b Fteere _ 

G Yale*  St  Piper  b Reeve  13 

G CluppJo  c P A Smtth  b Howo  ms—  ® 
P J Martin  not  out  ,—-■■■ * 

Exbaspa.to6.vrt5.  nb*J.^.- *8 

Total  (tor  ®-  49.5  ovsra) 

M rfaldiab;  S.  B8. 98.  193.  203.  218. 
241.  274.  292- 

law  S*  16  eaSTta  3-100. 

Bowl litoi  Pollock  T 0-0-68- T;  Brown 
3-0-27 -O:  Giles  10-W9-1;  N M K Bmlth 
B_  1-47-2;  Reave  &54HSM  P A Smith 
2-0-194):  Welsh  7-0-43-2. 

Htnites-  G I Burgess  and  N T Pleas. 


■D  U Jones  c PWtor  b Shar 143 

j K J Barnsa  c Baby  b Sher 43 

J E Owen  Ibw  b Saggers 31 

M J Vandrau  c Potter  b Sher  11 

C M Welte  not  out O 

tK  M Krfldcen  not  out * 

Extras  (faS.  w4)J S 

Total  (tor  4.  383  ovsra) 23S 

FUR  of  wtnftstBL  IBB,  197.  231.  23T. 

DM  net  bate  C J Adams.  P A J DaFrnttaa, 
P Aldred.  A J Harris,  D E Malcolm. 

Scare  at  16  ovsrs:  0-106 
Satdtoie  Saooera  4-0-43-1;  M A Sharp 
8-0-42-0;.  Laudal  4-0-39-0;  Potter 
7—1—18—0;  Myiea  3-0-32-0:  Powail 
6-0-38-0;  Sher  43-1-30-3. 


M N LaDtweO  b Grayson SI 

"P  D Bowler  run  out  26 

Q D Rosa  c Grayson  b Irani  it 

R J Harden  Ibw  b Law 38 

3 Lea  tow  b Law 8 

tfl  J Turora  ms  oul  — 4* 

M E TrescrtMcfc  not  out 87 

| Extras  [M.  Iblft  •£) ^1T 

I Total  do r 5.  50  overs)  — ...  260 

j HR  Of  wtehatsi  66.  83,  108,  132,  ISl. 

DM  not  bob  M Dimond.  A R Caddlck.  H R 
j Trump.  K J Shine 
Score  at  16  overar  0-66. 

BaeUngi  Cowan  10-2-28-0;  llott 
8-0-46-0;  Law  5-0-57-2.  Such  6-0-29-0; 
Irani  7-1-23-1;  Grayson  10-0-JS-1 


Total  (tor  2. 32.4  oven) 210 

« at  wtebeter.  161.  1B3. 

DM  not  tee  P A Cottey,  R D B Croft.  O D 
Gibson.  S D Thorax*.  1C  P Metson.  S L • 
I Watkin.  S R Barwlck. 

Snore  at  18  warn  0-100. 

Bowrtng:  McCague  8-0-65-0:  Thompson 

4- 0-21-0;  Ealham  6-0-27-2;  Flaming 
6.4-1-47-0;  Patel  3-0-29-0;  Hooper 

! 5-0-32-ft  . 

UDCesmtSHM  « DURHAM 
LelcesteR  Laics  won  by  tour  wickets. 

DURHAM 

, S L CampbaO  c Watte  b Multeity  — O 
"M  A Roesbeiry  o Smhh  b Brtmaon  57 
J E Uorm  c Whdaker  b Parsona  — 14S 
J I Long  I fry  C Whitaker  b Parsons  — 37 

P D CollingwoPd  not  out 16 

J A Daisy  nai  out 6 ■ 

M J Foster  not  oul  - O 

Extras  (b2,  to6.  wia  ntW) 35 

Total  (tor  5.  50  ovsra)  . 287 

Fa a of  Wtehswc  1.  IBS.  260,  261.  285. 

Did  not  bate  tO  G C Uosrtwood.  J Bolling.  ' 
S J E Brown.  N Kinesn. 

Score  at  IS  ows:  1-45. 

Dowling  Mu  Dally  10-1-66-1;  parsons 
10-1-51-2;  Simmons  9-0-50-0;  Wells 

5- 1-34-0;  Brimson  10-0-56-1;  Rsmy 

3-O-2B-0l 


■D  Byas  b Taylor 3 

M D Moson  not  out 11 

M P Vaughan  b Psnberttiy 23 

M G Bevan  run  oul 81 

A McGrath  run  out 30 

C White  c Bailey  b Panbsrihy — 3 

Tfl  J Btakay  e Bailey  b Panberthy  _ io 

D Gough  run  out S 

P J Harney  not  out B 

C E W SHvsrwDod  run  out 1 

N D Stamp  c Ambrose  b Curran  — 1 

Extras  (b6.  to3,  w2.  nbS) 18 

Total  (tor  8.  SO  cwsra)  — 205 

PaA  of  wioMse  IS,  70. 137.  ISL.  17a.  160 
191. 104.  196. 

Soar*  at  16  eeere:  1-38. 

BowOngc  Ambrose  10-2-36-0;  Taylor 
10-1-40-1;  Curran  9-0-30-1;  Emburay 
10-1-22-0;  Panberthy  9-0-46-3;  Bailey 
S-O-20-a 


P V Simmons  u Killeen  b Brown 4 

VJ  Walls  c Rosebsrry  b Coiringwood  40 
B F Smffi!  c BoIBng  b Collktgwood  - 34 
■J  J Whitaker  c tlgartwood  b Foster  23 

J M Da Wn  not  oul 103 

0 1.  Maddy  b Bolling 61 

IP  A Nixon  st  Lipertmed  b BoHtng  . 1 

C C Remy  not  out 1 

Extras  (ib4.  wil.  mg) — 17 

Total  (iar  6,  43.4  overs) 289 

FaS  of  wfekste*  4.  81,  94,  126,  761.283. 
.Did  oo<  bate  G J Parsons,  m T Brbneon,  A 
D Mullally. 

Soars  at  IS  Marta  1-01. 

Bowling:  Brown  10-0-60-1;  Killeen 
9.4-0-54-6;  Foster  10-0-69-1;  Coil  tap- 
wood  3-0-61-2;  Boding  10-0-32-2;  Daley 
9-0-19-6. 


D J Capel  c Hartley  b Bevan 83 

fl  R Montoomarte  tow  b White 17 

*R  J Baltay  not  out 75 

M B Loye  Ibw  b Sherwood 3 

K M Curran  not  out 8 

Extras  (t»S.  tb14.  nb2) 21 

Total  (tor  3.  45.1  ewers) -200 

Ml  of  PUMk  38.  181.  167. 

DM  not  safe  tfl  J Warren.  T C Walton,  A L 
Panberthy.  J E Emburay,  CEL  Ambrose.  J 
P Taylor. 

18  cTan;  1-44. 

Bowling:  Gough  7-2-14-0;  Hartley 
8-2-33-01  White  4-0-17-1;  Silver  wood 
10-1-49-1:  Stomp  8-0-37-0;  Vaughan 
3-0-12-0;  Benn  5.1-0-25-1. 
ttogib’ir  D R Shepherd  and  R A While. 


• The  Minor  Counties  le|i  th«  lull  targe  of 
Dean  Jonoe'c  destnicBve  powers  as  Der- 
byahtre  swept  to  a xIx-wickx;  victory  ai 
Darby  yesterday.  The  Australian -opener 
took  the  vteftoro'  bowling  apart,  scoring 
142  from  101  bans.  Ha  reached  56  oft  31 
beBs,  a century  Irom  77,  with  18  lours,  and 
■tniek  mo  huge  sixes  before  clipping 
Bobby  8her  to  ahoft  mldarlcfceL 


| Robert  Armstrong 

BATH  clinched  the 
Heineken  League 
title  with  a spectacu- 
lar seven-try  victory 
over  the  Welsh  Cup  holders 
Pontypridd  that  sent  the 
capacity  home  crowd  into 
raptures  at  The  Gnoll  last 

night 

Anything  less  than  seven 
tries  would  have  allowed  Car- 
diff to  retain  the  title  by  vir- 
tue of  their  crushing  victory 
over  Llanelli,  but  Neath 
staged  a momentous  finale 
with  four  tries  in  the  final 
half-hour,  the  last  scored  by 
their  No.  8 Steve  Williams. 

Both  Neath  and  Cardiff  fin- 
ished level  on  72  points,  hav- 
ing gained  a maximum  five 
points  each  last  night  but  the 
Welsh  All  Blacks  scored  an 
aggregate  121  tries  compared 
with  Cardiff's  119. 

It  was  fitting  that  Neath 
lifted  the  major  domestic 
prize  as  due  reward  for  the 
expansive  style  that  has 
breathed  fresh  air  into  Welsh 
rugby  this  season.  The 
Llewellyn  brothers  Glyn  and 
Gareth,  who  were  given  a 
standing  ovation  by  the  Neath 
faithful  before  the  kick-off. 
played  the  game  of  their  lives 
in  their  last  appearance  for 
the  club. 

Ponty  took  the  lead  after  IS 
minutes  through  their  centre 
Steele  Lewis,  who  took  a 
short  pass  to  crash  over  on 
the  right  but  early  in  the 
second  quarter  Neath  res- 
ponded in  uncompromising 
manner  with  two  converted  { 
tries  in  two  minutes,  both ! 
scored  by  forwards,  Ian  Boob- 
yer  and  John  Davies. 


Five  minutes  before  half- 
time Ponty  signalled  their 
willingness  to  push  Neath  to 
the  wire  when  the  big  lock 
Prosser  scored  in  the  left  cor- 
ner after  shrewd  work  by  Jen- 
kins. But  a mbuTtP  from  the 
interval  Neath  extended  their 
lead  to  21-10  with  a third  con- 
verted try.  this  time  by  the 
scrum-half  Bridges,  who 
charged  home  from  12  metres 
thanks  to  a pass  by  Steve 

Williams. 

In  the  second  half  Ponty 
threw  down  the  gauntlet  with 
a volley  of  10  points  in  10  min- 
utes, including  a well-worked 
try  by  Jason  Lewis  and  a con- 
version by  Jenkins  who  also 
kicked  a penalty.  But  Neath 
quickly  bounced  back  with  a 
superb  solo  try  by  their  right 
wing  Chris  Higgs.  Minutes 
later,  the  replacement  Pat 
Horgan  claimed  Neath’s  fifth 
try  and  shortly  afterwards  the 
Ponty  centre  Steele  Lewis  was 
sent  off  for  a head-butt  on 
Boobyer. 

In  the  71st  minute  Huw 
Woodland  scored  Neath's 
sixth  try  and  with  five  min- 
utes left  Williams  broke  away 
on  the  right  to  plunder  the  all- 
important  seventh.  The  title 
was  already  Neath's  when 
Jenkins  grabbed  a late  try  for 
Ponty. 

SCORERS:  Neath:  Trlaai  Boobyer, 
Bridges.  J Davies.  Higgs.  Horgan,  S 
Williams.  Woodland.  Coavarslone: 
Bridges  3.  Boobyer.  Horgan.  PualnnliH 
IVtMn  Jenkins.  S Lewis.  J Lewis,  Prosser. 
Cnrwnhaa  Jenfckm.  Pwrtyi  jankhto. 

Naatte  S Casa:  C Htggb.  L Davies,  H 
Woodland.  R Winds;  G Evans.  C Bridges;  L 
Garrard.  B Williams.  J Davies.  Giyn 
Llewellyn.  Gareth  Llewellyn.  A Kern  bury,  I 
Boobyer.  S WUItama. 

Pnreyprtdfe  C Cormadc  D Manley.  J 
Leads.  S Lewis,  □ Lewis;  N Jenktaa.  N 
Lloyd;  N Bezanl  (rapt).  P John,  A Metcalfe. 
G Proeser.  M Rowley,  M Spider,  M 
Williams.  M Lloyd. 

Refer—:  D Davies  (WflU). 


Cardiff’s  11 -try  feast  all  in  vain 

/r  WAS  a valiant  attempt  I along  the  right  wing  a 
but  in  the  end  Cardiff’s  11  scored,  then  Adrian  Dav 


f but  in  the  end  Cardiff’s  11 
tries  in  the  65-13  humilia- 
tion of  Llanelli  were  only 
enongh  to  salvage  their 
pride.  Had  they  not  wasted 
time  attempting  conver- 
sions last  night  they  might 
even  have  taken  the  title, 
writes  David  Plummer. 

The  home  side  started 
brightly  with  two  tries  in' 
the  opening  14  minutes. 
Hall  made  a 40-yard  dash 


Tennis 


along  the  right  wing  and 
scored,  then  Adrian  Davies 
wriggled  over  in  a confined 
space.  Cardiff  squandered 
three  excellent  chances  be- 
fore Jones  sprinted  over  to 
help  take  the  interval  lead 
to  17-6. 

Williams,  Davies.  Mills, 
Moore,  Jones,  Ford,  Walker 
and  Jones  again  con  tinned 
to  top  up  the  score  but  news 
had  filtered  through  that 
Neath  were  champions. 


Muster  master 
of  his  medium 


Stephen  Piorley  in  Rome 


PASSING  Muster  is  an 
experience  few  have 
achieved  In  recent 
times,  at  least  on  clay.  The 
Austrian’s  unbeaten  run  of  38 
matches  on  this  surface  came 
to  an  end  in  Munich  the  week 
before  last,  but  yesterday  he 
returned  to  winning  ways  as 
he  began  bis  defence  of  the 
Italian  Open  title. 

He  has  won  four  clay-court 
tournaments  already  this 
year,  and  although  he  cannot 
reclaim  the  world  No.  1 spot 
from  Pete  Sampras  by  win- 
ning at  the  Faro  Italic©  he 
may  well  return  to  the  top  of 
the  pile  before  the  French 
Open,  which  he  won  last  year. 

Sampras  withdrew  from 
this  Rome  tournament  after 
the  death  cf  his  coach  Tim 
Gullikson,  and  Michael 
Chang  pulled  out  with  a rib 
injury.  Andre  Agassi  simply 
stayed  away,  having  been 
booed  off  in  Monte  Carlo  last 
month. 

Tbe  Americans,  with  no 
more  love  of  clay  than  of 
cricket,  have  had  one  or  two 
snide  things  to  say  about  Herr 
Muster's  world  ranking,  and 
he  duly  responded  yesterday. 

*7  find  it  amazing  all  these 
guys  are  injured  at  the  same 
time.  Nobody  respects  the  i 
European  day-court  season,”  i 
Muster  said.  Warming  to  his 
theme,  he  suggested  the  Euro- 
peans were  ‘’stupid  to  pay  the 
Americans  so  much  money  to 
come  here  and  play”. 

He  then  added  an  extremely 
uncomplimentary  remark 
concerning  Europeans  and . 


Sport  in  brief 

Squash 

Simon  Parke,  who  has  not 
competed  for  six  months  after 
suffering  from  testicular  can- 
cer. will  be  In  action  again  on 
Friday,  writes  Richard  Jago. 
The  23-year-old  Yorksh ire- 
man,  who  led  England  to 
their  first  world  title  In  Cairo 
in  November,  will  make  his 
tournament  comeback  a few 
miles  down  the  road  at  Giza 
in  the  Al  Ahram  Interna- 
tional Parke  is  still  ranked 
No.  5 in  the  world. 

Athletics 

Sally  Gunnell  will  run  her 

first  race  cf  the  season  on 


the  ability  of  Americans  to 
relieve  their  bowels  over 
them.  This  was  wonderfully 
bowdlerised  by  the  transla- 
tors as  “They  Just  abuse  the 
hospitality”. 

Agassi  will  have  had  very 
little  day-court  practice  prior 
to  tiie  French  Open  which  be- 
gins an  May  27;  Sampras 
none.  However,  Chang  took 
the  title  in  Parts  seven  years 
ago  without  playing  in  any  of 
the  lead-up  tournaments. 

One  American,  Jim  Cou- 
rier, the  French  champion  in 
1991  and  1992,  was  very  much 
In  evidence  yesterday,  win- 
ning his  first-round  match 
against  the  Italian  Renzo  Fur- 
Inn  6-3.  6-3.  “In  my  opinion 
all  the  best  clay-court  players 
are  here.  It’s  not  a weak 
tournament” 

Muster’s  victory  over  his 
fellow  Austrian  Herbert 
Wiltschnig  was  an  even  more 
decisive  6-3,  6-0.  Tbe  No.  1 
seed  is  hardly  a charismatic 
player,  although  clearly  one 
duchess,  whose  hair  colour 
closely  resembles  that  of  tbe 
courts  here,  may  beg  to  dis- 
agree. But  one  matter  is  un- 
disputed, namely  Muster's 
mastery  of  his  clay  medium. 
He  has  won  37  titles  on  the 
surface  and  is  the  clear 
favourite  to  taka  the  Italian 
Open  fora  third  time. 

• Steffi  Graf  made  her  first 
appearance  in  front  of  a home 
crowd  for  two  years  yesterday 
in  the  German  Open  in  Ber- 
lin. She  raced  to  a 6-1,  6-2 
second-round  victory  over  the 
American  Tami  Whitllnger- 
Jones  in  49  minutes,  having 
been  given  a bye  in  the  first 
round. 


Saturday  when  she  competes 
over  400  metres  in  the  Bed- 
fordshire International 
Games  at  Bedford.  She  will 
face  stern  competition  from 
Donna  Fraser,  the  British 
No.  2.  Other  Olympic  contend- 
ers taking  part  include  Steph- 
anie Douglas,  last  year's  fiast- 
est  UK  women’s  100m  runner. 

Sailing 

Eleven  syndicates  from  nine 
countries  have  announced 
that  they  will  challenge  the 
holders  Team  New  Zealand 
for  the  America's  Cup  in  2000. 
Entries  closed  at  6pm  yester- 
day but  there  is  a iate-entry 
deadline  of  May  14  1997,  by 
which  time  tbe  number  of 
challengers  is  expected  to 
have  readied  at  least  14. 
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Euro  96 


MIDFIELDER  TRADES  IN  ONE  ROBSON  FOR  ANOTHER 


in  new 

ticket 

row 


John  Duncan 


I URO  96  was  at  the  cen- 
tre of  another  row  yes- 
l te relay  after  foreign  tour 
operators  who  had  been  prom- 
ised tickets  were  told  they 
could  no  longer  have  them. 

This  could  leave  ticketless 
about  10.000  foreign  fans  who 
have  paid  for  packages 
through  legitimate  compa- 
nies. and  it  could  put  the 
Football  Association  in  court 

“We  will  be  forced  to  take 
legal  action  against  the  FA  to 
recover  any  losses,"  said 
Roger  Moore,  whose  Danish 
company  Travel’s  Easy 
bought  tickets  worth  £394.00, 
many  at  a lunch  organised  by 
the  official  ticket  supplier 
Synchro  Systems.  “The  claims 
will  run  into  millions.  It  is  in- 
explicable and  absurd.” 

An  unnamed  Norwegian 
company  was  in  London  yes- 
terday seeking  a meeting  with 
Euro  96  organisers  to  confirm 
it  would  receive  5,000  tickets 
it  has  paid  for. 

Travel’s  Easy  has  been  told 
by  the  Euro  96  director  Glen 
Kirton  that  “tickets  will  not 
be  issued  which  have  been  ap- 
plied for  on  behalf  of  persons 
outside  England". 

However,  in  December  Trav- 
el’s Easy  and  about  20  other 
companies  had  attended  an 
official  lunch  at  which  it  was 
offered  200  tickets  for  any 
game.  The  invitation  had  been 
sent  to  the  company  in  Den- 
mark. Then  Synchro  wrote  to 
Denmark  saying  that  English 
addresses  were  needed  for 
each  application:  Travel's  Easy 
used  the  address  of  a friendly 
ticket  agency  in  London. 

UX  asked  them  whether  this 
was  all  legitimate  and  they 
said  yes,"  said  Moore.  "They 
knew  that  this  was  intended 
for  Scandinavia.” 

“Our  priority  at  all  times  is 
the  safety  of  spectators,"  said 
Kirton.  'The  regulations  are 
specific  about  the  need  for  an 
English  name  and  address  for 
each  four  tickets.” 


Vincent  Hanna 


Another  chance  to  samba . . . Emerson  is  greeted  in  now-familiar  fashion  by  fans  at  the  Riverside  Stadium  yesterday 
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Boro  do  the  Brazilian  hat-trick 


Michael  Walker  on  Teesside’s  welcome 
for  Emerson’s  £4  million  worth  of  talent 


IT  WAS  business  as  usual 
in  Middlesbrough  yester- 
day: smoke  belched  from 
the  cooling  towers  dotted 
around  the  town,  and  the  foot- 
ball club  signed  another  boy 
from  Brazil. 

Emerson  Moises  Costa, 
following  Juninho  and 
Branco,  became  the  third  Bra- 
zilian to' join  Middlesbrough 


since  October  and  engage  in 
Bryan  Robson's  ambitious 
efforts  to  turn  the  Teesside 
club  into  a Premiership  force. 

The  24-year-old  midfielder 
signed  from  Porto  for  £4  mil- 
lion. He  played  his  last  game 
for  Bobby  Robson's  side  on 
Sunday  when  Porto  secured 
their  second  successive  Por- 
tuguese title.  So  Emerson  has 


sacrificed  another  European 
Cup  opportunity  in  order  to 
play  on  Teesside. 

Speaking  through  an  inter- 
preter Emerson,  who  has 
played  for  Brazil’s  youth  team 
but  not  the  senior  side,  said: 
"My  message  to  Middles- 
brough Is  that  I have  joined 
on  a three-year  contract  and 
want  to  make  them  a big  chib 
just  like  I did  at  Porto.” 

. His  immediate  targets  were 
"a  championship  challenge 
and  qualification  for  Europe" 
and  later  “to  be  up  there  win- 


ning trophies  in  Europe  and 
in  England  Obviously  I felt 
there  was  a great  project  go- 
ing an  at  Middlesbrough  and  I 
was  interested  as  long  as 
Bryan  Robson  could  convince 
me  it  was  not  just  a dream." 
Robson  clearly  did  so,  beating 
off  the  blandishments  of  Fior- 
entina.  Intemazionale  and 
Sampdoria. 

Emerson,  a central  mid- 
fielder, first  came  to  the  Boro 
manager's  attention  two 
years  ago  in  a conversation 
with  Bobby  Robson.  The  for- 
mer England  manager  saw 
traces  of  his  former  national 
captain  in  Emerson,  although 
Bryan  Robson  was  too  modest 
to  make  that  comparison  yes- 
terday, instead  likening  the 
Rio  de  Janeiro-born  player  to 
Paul  Ince. 

Emerson  is  also  a Portu- 
guese passport  holder 
through  marriage  and  there- 
fore does  not  need  a work  per- 
mit to  play  in  England.  His 
international  ambition  is  to 
win  a senior  Brazil  cap. 

Boro's  manager  said:  "Em- 
erson is  top  class.  He  can  dic- 
tate the  pace  of  the  game,  he 
is  a strong  tackier  and  a very 
good  passer. 

“He’s  naturally  fit  eight  per 
cent  body  fat  about  the  best 
you  can  get  from  a footballer. 
That’s  the  level  Cantona  and 


Giggs  are  on.  He  works  very 
hard  on  a football  pitch;  Bobby 
Robson  Brinks  he’s  an  out- 
standing player  and  is  disap- 
pointed to  lose  him.  He’s  the 
next  piece  in  the  jigsaw.” 

The  piece  after  that  in  Boro’s 
transformation  may  be  along 
in  days  rather  than  weeks. 
Fortuna  Cologne's  Danish  for- 
ward Mikkel  Beck  has  been 
watched  by  Robson,  and  Jur- 
gen Klinsmann’s  name  has 
been  linked  with  Boro  as  well 
as  many  other  clubs. 

The  financing  of  such 
multi-million-pound  deals, 
said  Boro's  chief  executive 
Keith  Lamb,  has  come  from 
money  through  the  turnstiles. 
Last  season  Boro  sold  all 
26.100  season-tickets  at  the 
Riverside  Stadium  and  with 
the  new  campaign  three 
months  away  the  club  has  al- 
ready processed  6,000. 

The  Increase  in  support  — 
Middlesbrough  sold  9,500  sea- 
son-tickets at  their  previous 
home,  Ayresome  Park  — in 
part  persuaded  Robson  to 
reject  the  chance  of  becoming 
England  coach. 

“We  established  ourselves 
last  season  finishing  12th, " he 
said.  “Now  we've  got  to  go  a 
stage  further.  What  is  encour- 
aging is  that  1 am  able  to  per- 
suade the  likes  of  Emerson  to 
come  here." 


% Jft  M HEN  I was  10 1 had 
1 #1  M the  rheumatic  fe- 
rn# \§  ver.  Six  weeks  in 
V V bed  with  a wireless 
and  all  the  comics  I wanted. 
I’ve  tried  it  since,  but  It  wasn't 
the  same.  1 still  never  miss  the 
Archers  Omnibus,  so  you  can 
forget  0 J Simpson;  bring  me 
the  bead  of  Simon  Pemberton. 

I had  a picture  studs:  by  the 
bed.  cut  from  the  Rover,  of 
Nick  Smith  and  Arnold  Tabbs 
who  were  serious  footballers. 
Our  school  was  split  between 
the  Smlth/Tabbs  fans  and  the 
followers  rfLimpalong  Leslie 
Thompson  from  the  Wizard 
who  dribbled  a lot  and  passed 
tolshmaal.  the  Gypsy  centre- 
forward. 

Smith  was  a cultured  in- 
side-right (they  were  always 
“cultured”)  in  the  Raich  Car- 
ter mould.  Arnold  Tabbs  was  a 
“battling'’  wing-half  (they  all 
were).  No  frills  about  Arnold: 
long  shorts,  centre  parting. 
They  had  to  hold  Him  back 
when  a swarthy  Continental 
with  slicked  hair — you 
couldn’t  tell  them  apart  In  the 
Rover — gave  him  flowers  and 
kissed  him  on  the  cheek  be- 
fore a game. 

Continentals  couldn't 
shoot  everyone  knew  that  it 
was  the  garlic  or  something. 


The  great  Geoffrey  Green  said 
so  In  the  Times.  Here  he  is  in 
1953:  “One  has  always  said 
that  the  day  the  Continentals 
learned  to  shoot  would  be  the 
moment  British  football  would 
havetowakeup.  That  moment 
has  come  at  last . . . England’s 
sad  end  on  the  national  stage 
now  proclaims  it  to  the  skies. " 

That  moment  was  the 
arrival  of  a group  of  cherry- 
sbirted  Hungarians  led  by  a 
rotund  army  major  called  Fe- 
renc Puskas.  They  took  apart 
6-3  an  England  side  with  Alf 
Ramsey,  Billy  Wright  and 
Stanley  Matthews.  Suddenly 
schoolboys  wanted  to  be  deep- 
lyihg  centre-forwards  like  Hi- 
degkutl  and  shoot  like  Bozsik. 

Nick  Smith  wasn't  worried: 
‘They’re  too  brittle,  if  s all  too 
organised,”  he  said.  "They 
couldn't  handle  a battling 
wing-half  like  Arnold  Tabbs." 
Ltmpalong  Leslie  said  he 
could  put  Ishmael  through  the 
Hungarian  defence.  We’ll  see 
what  Gazza  can  do  on  Satur- 
day when  we  play  them  for  the 
19th  time. 

We  are  still  good  at  footing 
ourselves.  We  believe  that 


In  Cybill, 
Shepherd’s 
best  friend 
is  Maryann,  a 
dipsomaniac 
divorcee  who 
delivers  the 
show’s  best 
barbs,  and 
is  a comic 
invention  of 
brilliance.  In  a 
Hollywood  on 
the  run  from 
the  religious 
right,  making 
Maryann  such 
a sympathetic 
character  is 
remarkable. 


swashbuckling  football  and 
the  "odd  great  player,  canbeat 
a good  team.  Managers  who 
have  husbanded  limited  talent 
within  a tightly  organised 
framework,  such  as  Clough  or 
Mee^or  Graham,  have  been  - 
rubbished  even — no,  espe- 
cially — when  they  have  won. 
As.  Virginia  Wade  poUtelyput 
it:  “Winners  aren’t  popular, 
losers  often  are." 

Something  in  our  character 
prefers  the  reckless  to  the  cal- 
culated. Whatever  we  thought 
of  them  in  wartime,  we  Brits 
adore  sporting  kamikazes. 

Take  this  football  season. 
Kevin  Keegan  is  a nice  man 
with  a passion  for  the  game. 
His  clubhas  great  traditions 
and  amazing  supporters.  This 
season  he  spent  £25  million 
and  threw  away  the  Premier- 
ship with  kamikaze  football 
Then  he  promised  to  go  on  - 
doingit.  And  they  all  cried: 
"We  love  you  Kevin." 

Try  to  imagine  Kevin  In 
charge  cf  AC  Milan  or  Bayern 
Munich  with  the  same  record. 
On  second  thoughts  don’t 
Meanwhile  Alex  Ferguson 
spent  peanuts,  and  won  the 
Double  with  the  help  of  tal- 
ented youngsters,  a great  goal- 
keeper, a French  genius,  and 
good  organisation.  "Rotten 
Scottish  swine,"  came  the 
chorus. 


SO  UNITED  beat  Liver- 
pool l-O  last  Saturday 
with  what  Paddy  C rer- 
and described  as  “the 
best-organised  midfield  I have 
seen".  And  hanging, 
apparently.  Is  too  good  for 
them. 

Tommy  Smith,  that  legend- 
ary Liverpool  captain,  paid 
grudging  tribute.  “Ferguson 
played  it  like  an  away  Euro- 
pean Cup  match,”  he  said. 
“Beckham  and  Giggs  were 
pulled  back.  Butt  and  Keane 
smothered  McManaman  and 
Barnes.  It  looked  like  a load  of 
crap — but  we  feUfor  ft.” 

Tommy  argues  that  Liver- 
pool should  ha  ve  adapted. 
"Thafs  what  the  captain's 
there  for.  In  the  1974  final 
Newcastle  were  all  over  us  for 
half  an  hour,  I told  the  lads  to 
cutout  the  midfield  and  hit 
long  balls.  We  won  3-0.  On  Sat- 
urday we  never  got  a decent 
shot  on  goal" 

“People  forget  that  Matt  • 
Busby  hated  to  give  away 
goals."  said  Paddy.  "He  would 
order  us  to  fill  midfield  for  the 
first  15  minutes.  Even  George 
Best  would  tackle  back.  The 
team  played  like  that  on  Sat- 
urday. Not  pretty — but  totally . 
prepared." 

Now  if  only  Nick  Smith,  or 
Limpalong  Leslie,  or  Kevin 
Keegan  had  been  in  charge, 
we  could  have  had  a final  to  be 
proud  of:  a great  British  occa- 
sion full  of  entertainment, 
with  plenty  of  goals.  Prefera- 
bly with  both  sides  losing. 
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OhWWSWOBD  SOLUTION  20,652 


15  Turn  up  for  Bremner  when 
Sm®)3  9Uninthe  middle 


Across 


1 Almost  the  optimum  ancient 
ctty(6) 

5 The  end  of  11  Is  in  the  show  (8) 
9 Appeal  about  deficiency  to 
student  who  crossed  the 
picket  Une  (8) 

10  Spirit  returned  when  there 
tent  any  honey  drink  (B) 

11  MakeouttheJokein21's7? 

{6.6) 

13,18  Paddy-whack21  b giri  (8) 

14  Take  part  in  organising  really 
small  operation  (4-4) 

17  Two  kinds  of  water  to  dmk? 
Cheers!  (4-4) 

18  See13 

20  Secret  meeting's  business- 
see  revolutionary  hanged  and 
die  (6,6) 

29  Snatch  a little  sleep?  (6) 

24  Freshly  turned  Vme  would 
briefly  have  changed 
everything  (3.5) 


25  Insanity  of  gentleman  from 
France  with  existing  objects  (Q) 

26  13  river  at  Cinque  Port  wHh 
the  wrong  pat  of  me  (6) 


16  Place  cannabis  so  as  to 
incriminate  another— there 
could  be  a btoomer  there  (5^) 
19  An _ Australian  state  ruler’s 
solution  (6) 

21  He  followed  Virgil  and  died 
before  (5) 

22  as-*--.— I. 


Solution  tomorrow 


Down 


2 First  of  11  that  mania  going 
to  (4) 

3 Detad  (4-5) 

4 Raising  of  Spanish  city 
makes  the  mouth  water  (6) 

5 (Self-supporting)  heathen 
advertisement  (turns  up) 
(5.10) 

6 Free  one  odd  due  from 
mockery  (8) 

7 Involuntary  thoughts  about 
upsetting  the  Queen  Mother 
(5) 

8 Coward's  Bid,  novel  of  laid 
down  arms  and  evasive 
steps  (5-5) 

12  .Tongue  is  eaten  by  horse — 
to  make  it  stick?  (10) 


® Stuck?  Than  cafi  ow  solutions  tine 
on  0881  338  23S.  Cans  CO«3ap  per 
mm.  chaap  rata,  49p  per  min  at  au 
other  times.  Service  wanted  by  ATS 
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